Vol 39, No 1, Autumn 2012

Eagle Wing

The Magazine of Groomsport Presbyterian Church

Autumn 2012

www.groomsportpc.com

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 39, No 1, Autumn 2012

The Eagle Wing was the first emigrant ship to leave Ulster for America. She sailed
from Groomsport in September 1636, carrying 140 Presbyterians in search of a
life free from persecution in the New World. Fearful weather, however, forced
them to return home after two months at sea. Although she did not reach her
destination, the Eagle Wing became the inspiration for others to make their
attempts and since those days, several million people have left our shores,
taking with them their culture and traditions. These cultural links with America
are celebrated each year at the North Down Eagle Wing Festival in July.
Our church magazine takes its title from this significant piece of local history. In
2002, Jennifer Hulme, a member of the congregation and well known local
artist, created the cover design, which strikingly depicts the symbols of the wing,
sail and cross.

“We seek to be a welcoming community of God's people

We believe our mission is to hear and share His Word and
to reflect God's unconditional love - as we proclaim
and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ
and strive to be a welcoming, serving and reconciling
community."

www.groomsportpc.com
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Letter from the Manse
On Sunday 9th September we handed over a cheque for £20,000 to Deborah Doherty of
Christian Aid to help build homes for the survivors of the 2010 Haiti earthquake.
Despite the pain and trauma of the past two years, Haitians continue to show
extraordinary strength and determination. The media focus is always on the
immediate aftermath of a disaster but long term plans have to be set in place to help
the 400,000 who still live in camps or temporary accommodation. This takes time,
especially when a country has been devastated to the extent of Haiti. It is more
important to move slowly to the right answers than quickly to the wrong answers,
wasting resources. Families have to be provided with ways of making a living and,
crucially, they have to be provided with a home. Christian Aid is committed to
building more than 500 earthquake and hurricane proof houses. The government in
Haiti wanted to move people away from the capital to safer rural areas. As Christian
Aid partners were already working in rural areas, hundreds of families have been
enabled to restart their lives in a safer environment. Christian Aid’s country
manager in Haiti, who was himself buried in his office during the earthquake,
challenged Christian Aid Ireland to provide the money for ten homes. We decided that
this was to be the focus for our fundraising during the Flower Festival. Initially we set
the target at £10,000 - enough for two houses. In the end, we raised enough to build
FOUR houses; we are still receiving money and gift aid has yet to be added to our
total.

“

The Flower Festival was enormously successful financially but there have been
important benefits to us as a congregation. From the outset I said we needed to
mobilize the whole congregation. There was something for everyone to do. We set up
committees to organize catering, meeting and greeting, dealing with finance, getting
people over the road safely, cleaning. We were determined that everyone who
volunteered got something to do. We demonstrated that we could successfully take on
a big project and deliver. That was only possible when people accepted that everyone
had a part to play. The congregation as a whole owned the Flower Festival and felt
pride in its success. What could we not achieve if we carried that sense of everybody
having a part to play and needing to be involved into the rest of our church life?
Through the reaction of visitors who came from all over the Province, we discovered - if
we had lost sight of it - that we are a warm and welcoming congregation. That is
something we dare not take for granted but continually need to reinforce. We need to
be supportive of each other.
Our visitors were appreciative that we were not just raising money for ourselves but
focused on the needs of others. The heart of the gospel is: ‘bear one another’s burdens
and so fulfill the law of Christ’. The church needs to look outwards and engage with
the rest of the world. Most of all, we must offer ourselves in service. We must put our
faith to work. That’s what we did in the Flower Festival. That is why it was so
successful. Thank you to all who worked so hard.
Every good wish,

www.groomsportpc.com
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CONGREGATIONAL RECORD
BAPTISMS

22 April 2012

Ria Elyse, daughter of Jonathan and Natalie Swift, 33 Lord
Wardens Crescent, Bangor (28)

No marriage—just one baptism so same space

“The promise is to you and to your children”

New members

Mr J Dunbar, 46 Brunswick Manor, Bangor (29)
Mr & Mrs S Hulme, 19 The Brae, Groomsport (13)

We warmly welcome these new members to our fellowship, assuring them

of our interest and seeking from them their active support.

DEATHS

27 March 2012
30 March 2012
26 May 2012
7 June 2012
2 July 2012
12 July 2012
17 August 2012
14 September 2012

Mr B Smyth, Abbeyfield House, Bangor (18)
Mr F McCutcheon, 2 The Meadow, Groomsport (14)
Mrs L Fuller, Ailsa Lodge NH, Bangor (29)
Mrs S Topley, 1 Springwell Gardens, Groomsport (7)
Mrs P Brooks, 32 Glenaan Court, Bangor (27)
Mr B Neill, 16 Moira Drive, Bangor (16)
Mrs N Jackson, 3 South Shore, Groomsport (12)
Mr J Lorimer, 44 Fourth Avenue, Bangor (16)

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord”
MARRIAGES

30 July 2012
27 August 2012

Conor McQuillan to Lucy Foreman, 35 Linen Road,
Bangor
John Hart to Claire Foreman, 16 Chains Drive,
Corbridge, Northumberland

“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it”
Whoever dwells in the shelter of the Most High will rest
in the shadow of the Almighty. Psalm 91:1
USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Assistant Minister

Amanda Golbek

Church Office

Tues, Wed & Fri 9.00-1.00

www.groomsportpc.com
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The Summer Coffee Mornings have come to an
end, and again they have been very successful
and well attended.
On the twelve Saturdays the magnificent sum of
£1010 was raised. A great big thank you to all
the ladies who hosted each week, tempting us
with all sorts of delicious scones and tray bakes,
and also to Margaret Campbell who again made
us a gift of the teabags and coffee.
Rhoda Martin (9146 2094)

www.groomsportpc.com
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EAGLE WING

EDITORIAL

The Magazine of
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church

In the fourth chapter of Mark’s Gospel, Jesus tells of a farmer who
sowed seed extravagantly – wastefully, as about 75% of those seeds
were lost to weeds or birds! He may seem to us a fool – but he was a
faithful one, who never gave up sowing. The New Bible Commentary
explains that, in those times, even a tenfold return was considered
worthwhile. In this case, the remaining 25% of seeds produced very
high yields, so despite the apparent waste of effort and seeds, the end
result was a splendid harvest. We may never know what happens to
the ‘seeds’ we sow but we are expected to keep ‘sowing’ with similar
faith and hope and sometimes, unseen by us, our lived example can
bear fruit years later or far away. If we continue to sow those seeds,
God has promised that he will bring about a harvest.

Vol. 37 No.2
Christmas 2010
eagle.wing@hotmail.co.uk
______
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The Flower Festival is a major theme in this Autumn issue of Eagle
Wing. Its success - apart from raising an amazing amount of money lay in the way everyone pulled together, rising to Roger’s challenge to
mobilise the entire congregation in order to help homeless families in
Haiti. No matter how tired people were, good humour seemed limitless;
every element of the weekend - from the role played by greeters inside
and out, or the contribution of musicians, to the cleaning of the halls
and the constant preparation and serving of refreshments - was
approached with cheerful willingness. Seeds sown in this fantastic
concerted effort produced unexpectedly high yield when we far
exceeded our target. Our Treasurer presents a full financial report on
p21, Mary and Stewart Holland share their memories of the event and
there are more great photos (these are general ones – you’ll find the
pictures of the actual floral arrangements in our souvenir brochure; if
you haven’t already obtained your copy, there are still some available).
In the year of the London Olympics and Paralympics, Holiday Bible
Club picked up that theme and proved once again a popular and
successful summer event. You may recall that, at Easter, Clifford Boyd
introduced us to his grandson, blind and paralysed adventure athlete,
Mark Pollock; he now invites us to listen in on one of their recent
conversations and readers will doubtless be inspired by this young
man’s courage and indomitable spirit, and those who support him.
Queen’s Island Victoria Male Choir had an eventful trip to Scotland;
Emma Taylor tells us about the highlight of her summer (possibly her
entire life so far...); Brian McClelland has been researching more
fascinating local history, with a personal twist. See p31 for information
on the worthwhile voluntary organisation, Home-Start – maybe you
could consider ‘planting some seeds’ there. We have also a very
interesting article on one of our favourite hymns, as well as a wonderful
poem. We said goodbye to Lisa in July, and have just welcomed
Amanda for her year with us – meet her on p8; you can also catch up
with the latest news of some of our former Interns. At this harvest
season, we can be sure that the seeds we are sowing are indeed
growing and producing results both here and across the world.
"I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth."
1 Corinthians 3:6
7
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Let’s meet … Amanda Golbek
Hello, Groomsport Presbyterian,
It is amazing how time flies, isn't it? I am sure it feels like just
yesterday that you were welcoming Rev. Lisa Lopez, and
now she's left back to America, and here I am. It feels like it
was just yesterday that Roger was visiting in Princeton and I
was deliberating his offer to me to spend a year serving this
congregation. I remember sitting on a bench in the fresh, fall
weather shortly after having accepted Roger's offer - simply
trying to fully take in what I had just agreed to. A year! Doing
ministry in Northern Ireland! I must confess, I felt like I had
just made the craziest of decisions. While I have felt called to
international ministry, which prompted my interest in and
application to serve here in Groomsport, it was a bit
surprising to have the reality of it all sitting before me.
As my final year of seminary progressed, my excitement to join this congregation
grew and began to outweigh my trepidation. On July 22nd my impending service in
this congregation was solidified for me as I was ordained to the office of minister of
Word and Sacrament by the Presbytery of the Cascades. I was ordained among
the congregation that has taught me since I was young what it means to be a child
of God. It was a beautiful occasion, and marked a new transition along my faith and
ministerial journey. Joining you all here in Groomsport has been another wonderful
transition and one which I face with great expectation for what lays ahead this year.
As I make an attempt over these first few weeks (and if I am truly honest, months) to
get to know each of you, I suppose I should offer you
a bit of information about me. I hail from Portland,
Oregon which is on the western coast of the United
States. The weather there is much the same as the
weather here, meaning it rains a good 85-90%
percent of the year. So of the many things I will have
to adjust to here (like driving on the left side of the
road!), the rainy weather will not be one of them. I
am the youngest of two, with a brother eight years my senior. I attended the
University of Oregon, where I received a Bachelor of Arts as a double major in
Comparative Literature and Religious Studies. Just this last May I received my
Master of Divinity from Princeton Theological Seminary. While I am a bit of a book
worm, I also like to maintain an active lifestyle. I played rugby in high school and
football has been an unending passion for me. I love being outdoors rain or shine
and I am always game for a good adventure. I also enjoy good conversation and a
cup of coffee so please feel free to stop by or call or email to arrange a time to catch
up, to ponder God, or to remark about the quality of the Ulster rugby team's play.
Again, I feel very grateful to be finally here with you all. I look forward to getting to
know each of you. The welcome I have received from all I have met this far has
been so very warm and filled with such kindness. I am very thankful for the
opportunity to grow in faith and fellowship with this congregation this year. I look
forward to getting to know you all better!
Grace and Peace, Amanda
www.groomsportpc.com

(Email: agolbek21@gmail.com)
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
Sunday School and Bible Class resumed on 9th September in the
Walter Nelson Halls at 10.15am. We will be delighted to
welcome all boys and girls from age 3 to 11 years to the Sunday
School, and those from 11 years upward to the Bible Class,
which meets in the Coffee Bar at the same time.
The Sunday School programme includes games, craft activities
and lots of fun as well as Bible stories and singing. We do not sit
still for very long. Bible Class also has many activities and
discussion related to the teaching of Bible stories and most importantly, lessons
for leading a Christian life of love and faith in an increasingly secular, selfish
society.
Parents take vows at the baptism of their children to bring them up in the
Christian way of life and we do our best to help you in this task. Please encourage
your children to come along, have fun and learn about Jesus. We are ready and
willing and we seek the prayers of every member of the congregation as we
commit to a new year of work for God.
Margaret McCreedy
Sunday School Superintendent
Tel: 9146 4361

Earlier this year the Sunday School had a fund raising morning for ‘Stand By Me’ one project is to provide clean water to homes in Ethiopia so we made our kids
carry water round the village for a little empathy!

www.groomsportpc.com
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1ST GROOMSPORT BOYS’
BRIGADE
Anchor Boys & Junior Section
Monday Evenings - 7.00–8.00 pm
Walter Nelson Hall, Groomsport
Lots of fun, activities and games for boys aged 4 to 11.
All new members are very welcome.
For further information contact:
Richard M Creedy (richard.mccreedy@ukgateway.net
tel: 9147 8482) or David Purce (Tel: 07980242368
david@cowleyproperty.com)
c

Turnstones Social Evening
Wednesday 10th October at 7.45pm
in the Edgar McCutcheon Room

“Ghosts, ghouls and things
that go bump
in the night” party
Fun and games, prizes for the best costume.
New members welcome.

www.groomsportpc.com
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Holiday Bible Club 2012
ON YOUR MARKS was the name of this year’s Holiday
Bible Club. From July 17th-20th we had another busy
and, hopefully, successful week over in the halls. This
being an Olympic year, the theme was sports and fitness and being fit and
ready to join Jesus’ team.
Over 40 children came along to ON YOUR
MARKS to enjoy songs, drama, quizzes,
memory verses and crafts. We played games
and made Olympic torches and medals. We
painted trophies and even got fit doing our
daily workout in the car park, with our very
own Olympic Standard fitness instructor,
Lynda Walsh.
There was a great buzz in the church halls
and a happy and busy time was had by all, leaders and children alike!
We finished the week with a family BBQ on
Friday night. Before the food was served
everyone worked up an appetite, with the
parents exercising their brains by
completing a quiz and the children playing
games.
We were delighted by the generosity of
families who made donations to the church’s
HOUSES FOR HAITI APPEAL. We were
able to add £106 to this fund.
It was great to have such a good turnout
and to feel the sense of fellowship,
particularly as most of the families who
attended do not belong to our congregation.
Of course, during all the fun activities
there is also a teaching element. The Bible
theme this year was how important it is to
join Team Jesus. Through an exploration of
stories from Mark’s gospel we learned how
everyone can make Jesus’ team.


www.groomsportpc.com
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Through the story of Bartimaeus we learned just
what a great and powerful team leader Jesus is.
Being in Team Jesus doesn’t mean that we won’t
sometimes face challenges but the Bible tells us
that Jesus is there for us always. He is the team
captain whose example we should follow. He will
never let us down if we put our faith and trust in
Him.
So in this Olympic year, the challenge is for each
and every one of us to reflect on how good a team
player we are for Jesus. Are we fit and ready to
serve as effective members of His team?
We would like to thank the
whole congregation for their
support once again this year.
The ON YOUR MARKS Team:

Audrey, Sharon, Fiona, Lois, Catherine, Catherine P,
Carolyn, Chloe, Hollie, Maureen, Mary, Marjorie, Elaine,
Queenie, Louise, Leah, Andrew, Jordan, Andrew, Rebecca,
Lynda, Ian, Lisa, Ryan, Margaret, Florence.

How many words can you make out of
Olympic Games?
O LY M P I C GAM E S
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________
___________

www.groomsportpc.com
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Can you find the Olympic events in the grid below?

archery
badminton
baseball
basketball
beach volleyball
boxing
canoe
cycling
decathlon
discus
diving
equestrian
fencing
field hockey

www.groomsportpc.com

gymnastics
hammer throw
high jump
hurdles
javelin
judo
kayaking
long jump
marathon
pole vault
relay race
rowing
sailing
shooting

13

soccer
softball
swimming
synchronized swimming
table tennis
tae kwon-do
tennis
triathlon
triple jump
volleyball
water polo
weightlifting
wrestling

(028) 9146 2552
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CONGREGATIONAL LUNCH JULY 2012
On Sunday 29th July, we
held a congregational lunch
when we said our farewells
to Rev Lisa Lopez at the end
of her year with us.
Presenting a gift of jewellery
on behalf of the
congregation, Dr Purce
thanked her for her
tremendous enthusiasm and
hard work throughout the year; and John Ekin - making a
separate presentation on behalf of the Choir - acknowledged
Lisa's commitment and loyalty as a member, at both practices
and services. We have just received the following email from
Lisa and will continue to keep you up to date with her progress.
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Ladies - now that summer has gone and Autumn approaches, why not come and join us in
the PW? We are a lively group who meet on the 2nd and 4th Monday of each month at
8:00pm in the Archie Agnew Room in the Walter Nelson Halls. We have an interesting
programme in place and would encourage you to come, have a cup of tea and good
fellowship. If you would like to come to any meeting that interests you, we would be
delighted to see you.
Our programme for this session is

8th October
22nd October
12th November
26th November
10th December

Parable of the scones
Royal Brides
Christmas in a hurry
Three generations of tea
Christmas Party

Every year the money we raise from our events is given to various causes. Last year our
money was given to:
Heat and light of church halls

£200

Belfast City Hospital Ward 10 North - Patients’ Comfort
Fund (Deborah Goldie spent time in this ward) £200
Proceeds from our Fashion Show given to purchase
flowers for the church Flower Festival
£600
Secretary: Lynda Walsh (9146 9105)

On Saturday 2nd June the PW ran a very successful Jubilee Coffee Morning and decorated
the hall with flags and bunting. There was great support from the congregation and many
people came dressed in red, white and blue!
Pat Crawford - Leader
www.groomsportpc.com
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“This Morning”
by Emma Taylor

Over the summer, Mum and I went to the ITV
studios in London to watch the breakfast
programme, “This Morning”, go out live and to meet
the hosts, Ruth Langsford and Eamonn Holmes. This
was very exciting for me because I am unnaturally
obsessed with Eamonn Holmes and not afraid to
admit it!
As we were talking to the security man outside the
studios, a car pulls up and out gets Eamonn. I actually
nearly cried! He then proceeds to hug and kiss me (eeekkk!) before
asking Mum and me to help him carry his shirts up to his dressing
room!!!
After this, he takes us round to the ‘Green
Room’, where he introduces us as his
“special guests” and we have tea and toast
with Louie Spence and Jodie Prenger! At
10:30 we are taken to the studio, where we
watch the show go out live and pinch
ourselves every 10 seconds.
It was an absolutely uh-mazing day and we are pleased to report
that Ruth and Eamonn are just as bubbly off screen as they are on!

www.groomsportpc.com
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A SUMMER TRIP TO BONNIE SCOTLAND
CRASH! There was a sickening sound of breaking glass and crumpling metal as the luxury coach hit a
stanchion when disembarking from the Stena ferry after arrival at Cairnryan. On board were 57
members of Queen’s Island Victoria Male Choir with guests, en route to the Highlands of Scotland for
a weekend in early summer to perform at a church service in the famous Crathie Church of Scotland,
as well as providing a concert in Ballater. Fortunately, I was travelling as a conductor and not the
driver! The collision caused such damage to the coach (repair cost £25,000) that it was unsafe to
proceed; as a consequence, we spent four hours in the new Cairnryan terminal whilst alternative
arrangements were made for us to be taken to Ayr, where we spent the night waiting for a replacement
coach to travel over from Northern Ireland on the night ferry. The following morning (Saturday), we
were then able to resume our lengthy journey up through Glenshee to an hotel in Ballater. The weather
(for a change) was glorious so, despite the earlier setback, we had a most enjoyable weekend amidst
the magnificent scenery of Cairngorms National Park.
It was to this church at Crathie that Queen Victoria came in 1848 on coming to Balmoral Castle. This
began the custom, which continues to this day, of members of the Royal Family and their guests
worshipping with local people in the parish church. Queen Victoria laid the foundation stone of the
present church in 1893. So we did feel honoured by the invitation to take part as a choir in the Sunday
morning worship.
Alas, the Queen was in the midst of her Diamond Jubilee celebrations at the time, so no members of
the Royal Family were present that morning. The wife of the Session Clerk did tell us that one Sunday
morning Prince Philip arrived unannounced and, as the door dedicated for use only by royalty was
firmly locked, the Prince had to make his own way in via the door used by the local people. The visiting
minister got quite a shock on being informed as to the identity of one of the members of the
congregation that morning!
I was privileged to conduct the choir in three choral pieces in the lovely atmosphere created in the
morning service. Afterwards we had a tasty sit-down lunch of sandwiches and cakes, well up to the
high standard provided by the Groomsport ladies. Thence, on to the nearby Balmoral Castle, where we
enjoyed a stroll around the beautiful gardens. The Castle itself, being the summer home of the Queen,
is closed to visitors, except for one room - the ballroom, where we were able to perform an impromptu
a cappella rendition to the other visitors.
That evening, the Queen’s Island Victoria Male Choir presented a concert in Ballater Church of
Scotland, where one of our members is a regular visitor. A small choir of local lassies joined us, their
lilting Scottish airs greatly enhancing the music making.
We returned home the next day, fortunately
without further incident, after a most
enjoyable weekend in the Scottish
Highlands (no midges!). The choir
members considered that the coach
accident, rather than spoil the occasion,
had been a catalyst in bonding the
members and guests together, thereby
enhancing a most successful choir trip.
This being the choir’s centenary year, we
now get back to the hard work of
preparation for a wonderful concert in
www.groomsportpc.com
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March 2013 in the Ulster Hall, Belfast. Many of the other male voice choirs in Northern Ireland have
accepted our invitation to form a massed choir of some 300 voices, all “singing from the same hymn
sheet”, hopefully the right notes in the right order. We also hope to make use of the Mullholland organ
to swell the magnificent sound. We are delighted that Groomsport girl, Gillian McCutcheon (clarinet) is
a guest soloist on the evening.
Finally, the choir is indebted to Roger for issuing an invitation to hold a special Centenary
Thanksgiving Service in Groomsport on Sunday evening, 19 May 2013, when we trust a packed
congregation will enjoy a thrilling praise service.
Alastair McQuoid
Conductor, Queen’s Island Victoria Male Choir

A Prayer for Those who Live Alone
I live alone, Dear Lord.
Stay by my side.
In all my daily needs,
Be Thou my guide.
Grant me good health,
For that, indeed, I pray
To carry on my work
From day to day.
Keep pure my mind,
My thoughts, my every deed,
Let me be kind, unselfish,
In my neighbour's need.
If sickness or an accident befall,
Then humbly, Lord, I pray,
Hear Thou my call.
And when I'm feeling low
Or in despair,
Lift up my heart
And help me in my prayer.
I live alone, Dear Lord,
Yet have no fear,
Because I feel Your presence
Ever near.
Amen
Author Unknown

www.groomsportpc.com
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Hymn Writers - Robert Grant
One of the best loved items of praise in the Presbyterian Church
Hymnal was written by Sir Robert Grant. He was born in India in
1779, the younger son of Charles Grant, Director of the East India
Company, and who had connections with a group of evangelical
social reformers.
Robert finished his education at Magdalen College, Oxford,
becoming a lawyer; in 1818 he became a member of Parliament for
Egan Burghs and then Inverness Burghs, then Norwich and finally,
Finsbury. Like his father, he was concerned about social issues and
fought hard to improve the conditions of minority groups. He
supported world missions and in this regard had some influence
within the Church of England.
Despite a very busy life, he found time to write sacred poems. O Worship the King, all
glorious above is one of these and is considered by some to be one of the greatest in the
English language.
Robert Grant returned to India, where he became Governor of Bombay in 1834, and was
given a knighthood. Once more, he worked to improve the living standards of the common
people. He died in India in 1838, aged fifty-nine. During his four years as Governor, he
became very popular with the people and when a new medical college was built in Mumbai one of the oldest in India - it was named after him.
He married Margaret, daughter of Sir David Davidson of Cantray, and they had two sons and
two daughters.
After his death, his older brother, Charles, Lord Glenelg, had all his poems printed in a small
volume called ‘Sacred Poems’. O worship the King - based on William Kethe’s translation
of Psalm 104 - is the best known, is included in our Church Hymnal, and is sung to the tune
‘Hanover’.
This tune is attributed to the English organist and composer,
William Croft. Some will say that it was written by Michael
Haydn, brother of the famous Austrian composer, Joseph
Haydn. It is easy to see how this could be, as O worship the
King is indeed set to music by Michael Haydn. It is very
similar to ‘Hanover’ but is known as ‘Lyons’ and can be
found in the Hymn Book used in Presbyterian churches in
the United States of America.
William Croft was born in Warwickshire in 1678 and educated at Chapel Royal. He became
organist at St Anne’s Church, Soho, and later at Westminster Abbey. He composed music
for the funeral of Queen Anne in 1714 and for the coronation of King George I in 1715. One
of his best known pieces is the hymn tune ‘St Anne’, which we use for the hymn O God, our
help in ages past. As well as hymn tunes and anthems, he wrote music for the theatre.
William Croft died in Bath on 14th August 1727, aged fifty, and is buried in the North Choir
Aisle at Westminster Abbey.
Rosalind Wilson
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“

One of the
best Flower
Festivals I’ve
been to

“ ”

Such imagination
and skill
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Flower Festival Finance
On 3rd October 2011, Roger called the first meeting of the Flower Festival
Committee. It was a small committee with a big heart, looking at catering,
music and most importantly the finance required to run such an event.
It was decided that finance would come from commercial sponsorship,
miscellaneous gifts from members of the congregation or through In
Memoriam. We knew that on the weekend we would receive donations from
our visitors and through the catering but with a budget cost of
+£5000.00, we aimed to have this raised prior to the Flower Festival itself.
Our first donation came from our Social Events
Committee, which held a Table Quiz in December 2011, raising over
£500.00 and from then on the monies just seemed to flow in, with over
£2700.00 being raised from commercial sponsorship and almost £5000.00
being donated by church members as donations and also In Memoriam.
Other donations were received from PW, the Art and Craft Group,
Friendship Lunches, Sunday School and the Holiday Bible Club; in
summary, we had raised around £10000.00 by the time the Flower Festival
started, more than enough to cover our costs and buy our first house in
Haiti - a tremendous effort.
During the weekend of the Festival, we had vessels in various positions around the church
and, together with the income from the Church Hall catering and the collection at our Praise
Service on Sunday evening, we were able to bank just over £10000.00 on the Monday
morning. We knew that this was 100% profit, as a substantial portion of the catering
requirements had been donated, again by some of our commercial sponsors who gave in kind
rather than monies.
We now had enough for three houses in Haiti - but more was to come. Mrs Diana Sims, our
New and Nearly New
Convenor, presented me with over
£4300.00, being proceeds
from this year’s sales, and said that
it was the wish of her
committee that these funds should
be directed towards the Haiti
appeal; and since last year’s funds
were still unallocated, she
asked if it would be possible to
direct £1000.00 as well
towards the appeal. I am more than
happy to recommend these
requests to the congregation and the
Committee.
At this stage, I would propose
Aid in the knowledge that
some of the congregational
funds remain outstanding;
and I would propose allowing
end of November, when a final cheque can be released.

forwarding £20000.00 to Christian
other funds will be forthcoming;
donations were gift-aided and those
small donations are still being made
the fund to remain open until the

In summary, I am pleased to say that the Flower Festival was certainly a financial success
but more importantly, when one considers the energy and fellowship generated by the
members of the congregation around the weekend, I know that God’s blessings rest with us
all here in Groomsport, and that is something which no amount of money can buy.
John B Boyd, Hon. Treasurer, 31 August 2012
www.groomsportpc.com
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Our Memories of the Flower Festival
by Mary & Stewart Holland

Surely the Flower Festival 2012 must be one of the great highlights in
Groomsport Presbyterian Church’s calendar of events.
The opening service on Friday
afternoon 18th May was a joy to
attend. The church looked beautiful
with all the wonderful arrangements,
each bearing a message of God’s
promises to us.
The praise, led by Ballyholme
Primary School Choir, was a perfect
start to the weekend and it was great
to see a packed congregation to hear
Roger’s opening message on how Groomsport congregation had pledged
£10,000 from the proceeds of the Festival for the building of two much
needed houses in Haiti. This sounded at the time like a monumental task.
At the close of the service, Lady Sylvia Hermon was invited to declare the
Festival open. Then it was all systems go!
Everyone who had a job to do - from
the meeters and greeters to the
washing up team - swung into action.
We even had our own yellow-vested
male escorts stopping traffic in Main
Street. Fortunately they were only
assisting visitors to and from the
Walter Nelson Halls, where a band of
ladies - and some gentlemen - provided
meals, teas and coffees under the
efficient leadership of Valerie
McCutcheon and Doreen Purce.

Everyone seems to be
working so well
together

“
www.groomsportpc.com
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It wasn’t all hard work and the craic was great, catching up on old
friendships and embracing new ones.
When news filtered through around tea-time on Saturday that the Ulster
Rugby team had won the final, there was a rousing chorus of ‘Stand up for
the Ulster men’ from the rugby enthusiasts.

Sunday evening brought the
Festival to a close, with a
wonderful Service of Praise led
by the Route Singers and just
when we thought things couldn’t
get better, Roger announced
that we had possibly doubled
our original target of £10,000.

As you all know by now, we had indeed doubled our target and we were able to
hand over a cheque to Christian Aid for £20,000 - enough to build four houses in
Haiti.
The cheque was presented
to Deborah Doherty of
Christian Aid Ireland by Dr
Purce, Adam Purce and
Leah Montgomery on
Sunday 9th September 2012

So well done to all the organisers and to everyone who helped in any way.
We felt it was all worth it. We hope you did too.

The simplicity of the
church building really
lends itself to this and
sets the floral displays
off beautifully

“
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Great atmosphere, not just
in the church with the
flowers, but also - there’s
great craic over in the halls!

“

”

Photographs: David Lockhart; also David Purce & Lisa Lopez
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New wholesome menu now
being served - light snacks to
hearty meals

♦ Newly Refurbished Bistro with

exciting new Lunch and Dinner
Bistro Menus available

Panoramic views over
Groomsport and Belfast Lough

♦ Family friendly restaurant with

Colouring, DVDs and Gameboys
available for the kids

All major sporting events
televised on the Big Screens
including football, rugby etc.

♦ Gordons Suite available for

private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any
other family gathering
♦

Late bar with live entertainment
every weekend

Tel: 9146 4229

Email:
info@stablesandgordonssuite.co.uk

Two function rooms available for
private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any
other family gathering

SUITE

We offer a "hands on", holistic
approach to physiotherapy
For treatment and management of:
neck, back and spinal problems;
sports injuries;
rheumatological conditions and
fibromyalgia;
arthritis and joint conditions;
neurological conditions;
musculoskeletal problems and pain
FREE Counselling service
Pilates classes
5 Balloo Court, Bangor
BT19 7AT
Tel: 02891270932

www.groomsportpc.com
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All work carried out by tradesmen.
Telephone 028 9185 2810 or
Mobile 07702 330584 (Ken)
Mobile 07936 885051 (Mark)
Email: rklin@helensbay6.freeserve.co.uk

www.groomsportpc.com
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WHERE HAVE ALL THE GIRLS GONE?
by Brian McClelland
A former convict vessel, the Earl Grey, departed
England from Plymouth on 3rd June 1848 and
arrived in Sydney on 6th October 1848. On board
were 185 orphan girls from Northern Irish
workhouses who were being sent to Australia
under the provisions of what became known as
the Earl Grey scheme. These orphan girls
effectively disappeared from Ireland forever…
I came across the story while researching a
University of Ulster project a couple of years ago.
The scheme was epic in nature, involving the
carriage across the world of over 4000 young female orphans from the Irish workhouses
between October 1848 and August 1850. Were these girls forced to move to Australia or
did they choose to go? What became of them once they arrived? Why were the British and
colonial authorities so keen to have these young Irish pauper women take up residence in
Australia?
The circumstance which gave rise to the need for such a scheme was the great dearth of
females in Australia, with men exceeding women by eight to one. In an attempt to change
its image of being a land of convicts and kangaroos, the colonial authorities wanted more
females to settle in the colony - for their house-keeping skills, their child-bearing
capabilities and perhaps more importantly, their civilising influence.
Under pressure from Fitzroy, the New South Wales Governor, Earl Grey, the then Colonial
Secretary, asked the Emigration Committee to investigate the suitability for emigration of
Irish workhouse orphans. The Poor Law Guardians for each workhouse welcomed the
scheme as a contribution not only to improving the future prospects of the young girls
concerned, but also the reduction of workhouse populations and the huge burden they had
imposed on the rates.
By the beginning of 1850, however, the Australian authorities, under severe local pressures,
had decided they had enough Irish orphans and the British accepted that the scheme
should be terminated. Racial and religious prejudice, the chief exponent of which was
Scots Presbyterian minister, Reverend J D Lang, gradually became widely expressed:
“Young, Catholic women” he stated, in a series of newspaper letters, “have been selected
as free emigrants to Australia, expressly with a view to their becoming the wives of English
and Scottish shepherds and stockmen of New South Wales, and thereby silently subverting
the Protestantism and extending the Romanism of the colony through the vile, Jesuitical,
diabolical system of mixed marriages.” (The Irish Emigrant Experience in Australia, Poolbeg
Press Ltd, 1991).
But how did the young women themselves turn out? The adolescents, orphaned by the
Great Famine, had turned to the local Poor Law for charity. In the workhouses of Ulster,
they were offered the chance to escape to a new and seemingly prosperous land. Irish
www.groomsportpc.com
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newspapers painted a glowing and attractive picture of life in the colonies, of colonists
wanting female domestic servants at high rates of wages and - rather more importantly,
given the terrible conditions at home - it was a land of plenty. The truth was that few of
the girls had any real experience of domestic service, never mind the domestic service
expected by the new aristocracy of colonial Australia.
While none of the orphans kept a diary in later life
and none of their correspondence has survived,
many of them did leave a mark in ecclesiastical
and civil records of births, marriages and deaths.
For instance, Earl Grey girl, Cathy Fox, was working
as a nursemaid when she married Archibald
Graham, a baker, in Sydney, four years after
arriving in Australia. She had eleven children by
A convict ship of the time (image copyright expired)
him and died in 1920 at the age of ninety years.
Seventy per cent of the Earl Grey women married within three years of their arrival. At
nineteen years of age, Emma Kelly, a Roman Catholic from Antrim married a labouring man
and a Methodist, in Brisbane in April 1849. She had four girls and five boys by 1865 and
died in 1879, aged 50, of “exhaustion from mania”. Margaret Blair, a Presbyterian from
Ballymena, married a boot and shoe maker from Wicklow, by whom she had eight children.
They managed to buy land near Brisbane which was valued at more than nine thousand
pounds at the end of the century.
Martha Moore died in Gunning from rheumatic fever in 1885. Sarah Devlin died of
“paralysis” at Duval’s Mountain, near Armidale, at the age of forty-two, shortly after the
birth of her eleventh child. These women were, undoubtedly, pioneers in a hard, lonely
and even brutal bush existence. Raising children in a two-roomed wattle and daub hut on
poor quality land was not much better than the cramped living conditions of working class
Sydney, Brisbane or Melbourne, where other orphans had settled.
The scheme failed because the colonists had not seen the wide cultural gap dividing them
from the Irish girls drawn from the poorest of working class backgrounds. When the last
orphan ship sailed in April 1850, it left behind in Irish workhouses over 104,000 children, a
great many of them orphaned or abandoned in the famine years. A large number of these
children would spend their childhood within the workhouse walls and later in the prison
system. Those who found a new and happy life in Australia were the fortunate ones.

EPILOGUE
Jane Hunter, aged eighteen years, and her sister Annie, aged fifteen, entered Armagh
Workhouse in January, 1848, “thinly clothed and destitute.” Both their parents were dead.
On 16th October, 1848, the girls had arrived in Sydney aboard the Earl Grey. In 1850, Jane
married Robert Grasham at St Andrew’s Scots Church, Sydney. Her sister, Annie, married
William Horne at St James’ Church of England, Sydney, in 1855. Nothing more is known
about them.
On 17th October, 1910, another Hunter girl, Belfast-born Martha, landed in Brisbane. She
moved south to Lismore, New South Wales, where she married Morton Wotherspoon,
www.groomsportpc.com
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grandson of a Scottish emigrant, on 12th
December, 1911.
In 1912, honouring her Ulster Protestant
heritage, Martha named the first of her
four children Carson, after the Ulster
Unionist leader of the day, Sir Edward
Carson. This was, of course, the year that
Carson’s movement organised the
massed signing of the Ulster Covenant,
pledging to resist the establishment of a
Home Rule Parliament in Ireland and
and her son, Carson,
Brian found this photo of Martha
committed to forming a provisional
It was taken about
amongst his late mother's effects.
rds.
rwa
afte
government for Ulster to further this
died shortly
1924 and young Carson sadly
resistance.
Writing to her sister, Dolly, back in Belfast, on 20th October 1946, Martha reveals, not only
her enduring homesickness, but also her Irishness:I would love to go home and see all the old places. I regret I didn’t see more of Ireland,
those pictures of Bray and other old places, though I have seen a good many places –
Portrush, Whitehead and Larne, Bangor, Portadown and the Isle of Man. I wonder,
Dolly, if it would be possible to send me a little bit of shamrock in a little box. I would
love to see it, I’m still Irish.
Martha may have received her little box of shamrock but she never managed to return to
the land of her birth. She headed a large extended family in her adopted country and died
in 1968, aged eighty. Martha was my aunt and the sister she wrote to in 1946 was my
mother.

This picture of Brian's mother was
actually sent to her sister in Australia in
the early 1920s as she was hoping to be
invited out - both her parents had died
(another orphan). She never made it,
however, and her photograph came back
from New South Wales a few years ago
when Brian made contact with
long lost cousins.
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‘Have Another Word With Mark Pollock’
by Clifford Boyd
A glance back at the last Eagle Wing may remind you that I wrote about the blind and
paralysed adventure athlete, Mark Pollock, who also happens to be my grandson. I intended
to continue the story in this publication. However, Mark called to see me at home and we
decided instead to share our conversation with you.
Unfortunately the steps at the front and rear of my house make it difficult for his wheelchair,
but we took advantage of the welcome sunshine to sit outside and chat.
Well, Mark where do we start? So much as happened in the two years since your
accident. But, while history is interesting to those who came through it, the passerby is
really more interested in the present.
I spent much of the first 18 months after my accident trapped in hospital by infections and
then a delay caused by what to do with a blind and now paralysed man wanting to re-enter
the real world. So, I went first to a spinal cord injury gym in San Diego to get a training
programme for maximising any recovery that might happen in my nervous system. Since
then I have been training up to 12 hours per week on my legs.
I have recently been asked to be a Wings for Life
ambassador. The charity’s mission is to find a cure for
spinal cord injury. I am just back from Cambridge
University where I saw the scientific research behind the
scenes with the other Wings for Life UK ambassadors,
including mono-ski racer, Sean Rose and the 12th Earl of
Shaftesbury, Nick Ashley-Cooper. I believe that a cure is not a question of if, it’s a question
of when and so I am honoured to be connected to this great foundation.
Would you have liked to have competed in the London Olympic Games?
Absolutely. I have followed both this Olympics and the amazing superhuman Paralympics.
After losing my sight, I rowed in the Commonwealth Games and brought home a silver and
bronze for Northern Ireland. But now that I am paralysed and blind, I cannot row either in a
crew that takes visually impaired, or in the paralysed rowing event of the Paralympics,
because it is a single oarsman’s event. They will have to come up with an event that
accommodates my dual disabilities!
I am truly inspired by the Olympians and Paralympians and I am now also training my upper
body to maintain my aerobic fitness and upper body strength. I hope to return to adventure
racing next year in a cross-country skiing race across a frozen lake in Siberia.
I have also spent more time walking in the Ekso Bionics robotic legs. I recently travelled to
Cambridge and robo-walked over 2,000 steps in one session. For someone who spends all
day, every day, either sitting or lying down, it is a very, very special experience to stand, to
walk. The human body evolved to be upright. I feel it when I stand and walk, even though I
am assisted by the robotic legs. They are an amazing rehabilitation tool. Ganga, you will
have to come to the next session so you can see me standing again.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Well, Mark, I would love to do that. You had another great life experience recently,
closer to home. Tell me about that.
I was privileged to receive an honorary doctorate from Queen’s University. The graduation
ceremony was on the two-year anniversary of my accident and I am really grateful to
Queen’s for giving me a very positive, forward-looking way of marking that week.
My family attended the ceremony and we were all able to meet some amazing
people who work in Queen’s and who also graduated that week.
We mentioned the Olympics; tell me about your involvement in the Olympic
Torch Relay event.
I was lucky enough to be one of the 8,000 Olympic torch bearers who took part in
the relay leading up to the Games. I am now the proud owner of a London 2012
Olympic torch, some very special memories, and a Stella McCartney designed
white tracksuit! No flame though - they decommission the torches so that they only
ever burn with the Olympic flame. Another great, great day. It is experiences like
this that remind me to light the darkest of times with things that I love to do and
with the people I love and support and who love and support me in return.

I don’t want to feel disabled by the disabilities I have, but
enabled by the abilities I have.
Oscar Pistorius (Paralympian)

Could you be a volunteer with Home-Start and help
local families who are finding it difficult to cope?
Home-Start is a voluntary organisation which has
been supporting families in North Down for 21 years.
Volunteers are urgently needed in our area and
training will be provided. Please read and consider
the information Home-Start's Senior Organiser has
asked us to include in our magazine - even if you feel
unable to take on something like this yourself, you
may well know someone who would be interested.
Volunteers Needed for Home-Start
Home-Start North Down is seeking volunteer parents to visit and support
families with young children, who are experiencing difficulties.
If you are a parent/grandparent, have about 3 hours to spare each week,
and would like to know more about Home-Start, please contact Naomi
Hodgins or Joyce Davidson on 028 9127 1201 or
email: homestartnorthdown@talktalk.net
Volunteer training is provided and expenses are paid. Volunteers are
supported by skilled and experienced staff.
www.groomsportpc.com
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This poem was written by Dion Clouden, who is the youngest grandchild of Jane and Robin Black.
Dion was 9 years old when he wrote this.

THE NILE
All rivers have a source
And my birth was
In the Ethiopian Highlands
Where I started my epic journey,
I am nothing; not yet.
At first I tumble,
Then I stumble,
Then I bubble and burble and babble.
I am a toddler playing freely
Waiting for my water.
I am gaining speed
Slowly but surely
I see the clouds in the distance
I am raring for them to come
I am at the dinner table
waiting for my meal.
The rains are coming
And starting to show
I feel something
And look up at the sky
And my face is met by rain
I am a child who is soggy and wet.

Image copyrighted by Historylink101.com and found
at Egyptian Picture Gallery

I am gliding round
As quick as lightning
I start gushing, increasing power
I am not yet invincible,
But on my way.
I am great but not grand
Just at the start of my trek
I scoop up loose soil
And get ready for my part
I am Usain Bolt about to break the world record.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Then I power to the front
And thunder to the ground at the Blue Nile Falls
I rush and I gush down the 100m drop
I am invincible
I am Jenson Button who just won the Grand Prix.

I splash and I crash
I am Tis Isaat (smoking fire)
I then calm to my natural strength
Me the river of life then meet the White Nile
I am an old man who met my old friend.

Photographer: Jialiang Gao January 2002
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/bysa/3.0/deed.en

Rapidly my thoughts come back to me
Keeping my colour I meet my old friend
Then we merge and form the Nile
Entering the city unnoticed
I am a needle in a haystack.

Image copyrighted by Historylink101.com and found at
Egyptian Picture Gallery

Now people are sailing on my back
Breaking my bones
To look at great monuments
After those thousands of kilometres
My bones are broken
I am an old man peacefully heading
Towards the end of my life.

Calmly I go winding round
I head on to the sea
On to the Mediterranean
And my journey starts again.

I am the Nile.

Image copyrighted by Historylink101.com and
found at Egyptian Picture Gallery
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Dear Groomsport family,
It's raining here in Kansas for only the second
time in months. What a welcomed relief! Over
the summer the field behind my mum's house
turned an unprecedented scorched brown. But
even with just these two most recent rainfalls,
already grass and trees are returning to their
usual lush green of late summer. It's amazing
how quickly dry, dusty earth can return to life.
I can't help but think of Isaiah 35 (which has
quickly become a favorite passage of mine) where
the prophet writes of the desert turning into a
land of flowing streams and abundant life.

Jennifer and her friend Jenny at their
graduation in May

I suppose my summer felt similar to that drydry-turningturning-toto-lush in its own way too. After
graduating in May, I trekked back to Kansas City with nothing more than a stack of
formform-rejection letters from churches to show for my jobjob-seeking efforts. Through June and July
those letters kept rolling in and I will admit that the search for a call felt arid. But everything
changed in August. My home church (Village Pres - a huge congregation) lost both of its youth
ministers in just a couple of months and they asked me to serve as the interim. It's a big job that
keeps me running most weeks, but I'm loving it! In addition to Bible Study, Sunday School
and our two youth groups, we're planning the year's trips, meeting students and their families
and collaborating with other departments to get the youth involved in the overall ministry of the
church. While it doesn't feel like where God is calling me to be for the long term, it is exciting
and hugely instructive for now.
August also brought the first round of requests for interviews! Over the last few weeks I have
been sending out sermons and getting in touch with pastoral nominating committees - and
preaching in person, as many of you know. I cannot thank you enough for your prayers! In
just a couple of weeks I will be preaching again as part of the interview process and would love to
have your prayers then too! Hopefully it won't be long before I have some concept of where I will be
more permanently.
It has been a great pleasure to hear from you occasionally over the course of the last year; please do
keep in touch! I miss you all very much and you remain in my prayers.
Blessings,
Jennifer Barchi
jbarchi@gmail.com
5347 West 100th Terrace, Shawnee Mission, KS 66207, USA
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Friends in Groomsport,
Once again it is Fall, and choirs, Bible studies,
the preschool, youth and children’s fellowships,
and so much more are back in full swing.
Ministry is alive and well in The Woodlands,
Texas, and it is a privilege to serve at my
church here. I continue to be as busy as ever.
Outside of work, I continue playing my flute with
The Woodlands Concert Band, a community
band of about 90 members. I was excited to
find Irish dancing lessons in the area, but they
were soon cut short in late April when I sprained my calf and ripped a tendon in the
middle of one of our lessons. After a few months of intense physical therapy, I am
back on strong legs and hoping to start up lessons again soon. This summer I
enjoyed several outdoor symphony concerts at our 10,000 seat outdoor
amphitheater in town, but the highlight was going there this summer to see the band
Chicago. A family friend is one of the founding members of the band, and while he
was not on tour with them this summer, one of my church members is the CEO at
the venue and let me backstage to meet the band. (See picture.)
October will be a fun month for me. In addition to teaching at a Presbytery-wide
Christian Education event, the highlight will be going to Grand Rapids, Michigan to
finally meet my nephew! He will be 6 months old when I am
there, and on my last day in town, I will have the joy of
baptizing him. I can’t wait.
I miss you all so much and pray that all is well with you.
Many blessings, Christa
Email: christa.brewer@alum.ptsem.edu

NEWS FROM KATIE
It is with great enthusiasm that we announce the birth of Elizabeth Joy
Nix! Our blessing was born on July 28th at 10:11am at 7 pounds 11 oz
(that's right, she was born on Day 1 of the Olympics! We had just finished
watching the opening ceremonies when we left for the hospital). We are
obviously biased, but we think she is the most beautiful baby ever.
Especially when she sleeps ☺ Adjusting to
parenthood has been a thrill and
sometimes a challenge (thanks to the
introduction of smelly diapers). But we
wouldn't trade it for the world. Our favorite
thing so far - baby hiccups! The church
has already embraced her as their favorite
and she has several adopted grandmas who are already trying to spoil
her. I think the only thing she still needs is a very tiny Ulster Rugby
shirt!
Katie Nix
Email: pastorkatie@fccstjoseph.org
www.groomsportpc.com
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Sunday 7th October

11.30am

Communion Service

Sunday 21st October

11.30am

Harvest Service conducted by
Dr WJA Sleith, Regent St, Newtownards

7.00pm

Harvest Service conducted by Dr Purce
and followed by a Harvest Supper

Sunday 4th November

11.30am

Uniformed Organisations’ Service

Sunday 2nd December

7.00pm

Advent Communion Service

Sunday 16th December

7.00pm

Gift Day Service

Sunday 23rd December

7.00pm

Carols by Candlelight

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 6th October

BB Coffee Morning

Tuesday 30th October

Friendship Lunch

Thursday 29th November

Friendship Lunch

Saturday 24th November

Art & Craft Group Coffee Morning and Sale

Tuesday 18th November

Friendship Lunch
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