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The Eagle Wing was the first emigrant ship to leave Ulster for America. She sailed
from Groomsport in September 1636, carrying 140 Presbyterians in search of a
life free from persecution in the New World. Fearful weather, however, forced
them to return home after two months at sea. Although she did not reach her
destination, the Eagle Wing became the inspiration for others to make their
attempts and since those days, several million people have left our shores,
taking with them their culture and traditions. These cultural links with America
are celebrated each year at the North Down Eagle Wing Festival in July.
Our church magazine takes its title from this significant piece of local history. In
2002, Jennifer Hulme, a member of the congregation and well known local
artist, created the cover design, which strikingly depicts the symbols of the wing,
sail and cross.

“We seek to be a welcoming community of God's people

We believe our mission is to hear and share His Word and
to reflect God's unconditional love - as we proclaim
and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ
and strive to be a welcoming, serving and reconciling
community."
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Letter from the Manse
There is no doubt that the migration of hundreds of thousands
of people from Syria, Afghanistan, Eritrea and Somalia has
created a crisis the like of which has not seen since the end of
the Second World War. No one could fail to be moved, in
particular, by the plight of the refugees from Syria. It is
notable how many families with children are among the
migrants. Often, the refugees are middle class professionals, who have gathered the money
together to pay people smugglers, or who have walked hundreds of miles through Turkey
and Greece into Western Europe. They are fleeing war, persecution and chaos. Up until very
recently, the concentration in the media has been on the refugees coming into Europe, with
little coverage of the nearly four million refugees who live in the countries surrounding
Syria. That is where the church has been working, through organisations like Christian Aid,
since the crisis in Syria began more than four years ago. There is an urgent need for a
concerted international response to care for the refugees who are already in Europe. We
must act with compassion. In answer to the question, ‘W ho is my neighbour?’ Jesus taught
that our neighbour is anyone in need. At the same time, we have to act wisely. We don’t
want to make the situation worse by encouraging more refugees. It is important that we care
for millions of potential migrants living in refugee camps in the countries around Syria, and
those displaced in Syria itself.

“

Most families arrive in the camps with nothing; the camps themselves are cramped and
overcrowded. Countries struggle to cope with the sheer number of refugees. Inside Syria
itself, millions of people have been displaced from their homes, forced to seek sanctuary
in other, safer parts of the country. The Moderator of the General Assembly has written
to all congregations:
‘We call on all church members to welcome the stranger, love our neighbour, open our
arms to those who come to our shores. We must back our words with action.’
The Moderator makes three proposals. We are asked to give. It is recommended that
congregations offer an opportunity for members to help those most in need. He reminds
us of the crucial, ongoing work in the refugee camps - that rarely makes the headlines.
Secondly, we are asked to welcome the refugees who will be coming to settle in Britain
and Ireland. Thirdly, we are asked to pray for refugees who have lost family members,
homes and possessions - that they will know their plight is not being ignored; for those in
authority, as they prepare to receive refugees; and for the church - that we might be true
to our calling.
The Letter of James tells us that if faith does not lead to action, it is dead.
Every good wish,

www.groomsportpc.com

4

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 42, No 1, Autumn 2015

CONGREGATIONAL RECORD
BAPTISMS

7 June 2015
5 July 2015

Zach James, son of Michael and Mairead McClelland
Matthew Robert, son of Alastair and Louise Boyle
118 Ashbury Road, Bangor (25)
23 August 2015
Lucas Winston James, son of Andrew and Lorraine Holland
13 September 2015 Kohen Jay, son of Jonathan and Natalie Swift

“The promise is
to you and to
your children”

DEATHS

19 March 2015
23 March 2015
3 April 2015
28 May 2015
28 May 2015
27 June 2015
7 July 2015
28 July 2015

Mrs Maureen Gordon, 27 The Brae (13)
Mrs Iris Minion, Seaview Nursing Home (16)
Mrs Elizabeth Dinsmore, 4 Cranley Hill (27)
Mrs Violet Barr, 17 Carshaulton Road, D’adee (2)
Mrs Patricia Hassett, Bryansburn Nursing Home (18)
Mr Thomas Bell, 8 Vail, D’adee (2)
Mr Clifford Boyd, 2 Seahaven Close (4)
Mrs Elizabeth (Elma) McCaw (19)

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord”

WEDDINGS

27 August 2015

Melissa Magee and Matthew McGovern

We warmly welcome these new members to our fellowship, assuring

them of our interest and seeking from them their active support.

But the wisdom that comes from heaven is first of all pure; then peace-loving,
considerate, submissive, full of mercy and good fruit, impartial and
sincere. Peacemakers who sow in peace reap a harvest of righteousness.
James 3: 17

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Assistant Minister

Chris Miller

Church Office

Tues, Wed & Fri 9.00-1.00

www.groomsportpc.com

9146 8377
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News from the Pews ...

Congratulations to Margaret and Jack Carlisle, who celebrated their Golden
Wedding Anniversary earlier this year.

Best wishes to everyone who has recently taken exams, started a new school, university
or college course, or a job.
Pat Jamieson would like to thank everyone who sent cards and good wishes to
mark her 90th birthday. We also want Pat and Iain to know that their friends in
Groomsport are thinking of them both as Ian recovers from his recent illness.
Congratulations also to Bill Robinson, who has recently celebrated his 90th birthday.

www.groomsportpc.com
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EAGLE WING

EDITORIAL

The Magazine of
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church

The Autumn issue of Eagle Wing always marks the start of a new
year of church activities, and reports on what has been happening
over the summer. So, having said goodbye to Ryan and his family,
we welcome this year’s Intern, Chris Miller, and his wife, Mary Erin,
and hope that they will have a happy year with us. You can read
about what Chris has called their Unexpected Adventure on page 9.
Many of you will have enjoyed Jennifer Barchi’s recent return visit,
and you will find news of some of our other Princeton friends as well.
A local summer internship in St Anne’s Cathedral provided an
interesting experience for Andrew Poxon; Rosalind MacNeice writes
about the 1400th anniversary commemoration of St Columbanus, at
Bangor Abbey, and Alastair McQuoid reflects on a trip to Scotland
with his male voice choir. The Holiday Bible Club was once again a
great success, with fun, activities and learning for the children who
attended, while Adam Purce’s football team had a great ‘away’
triumph! In something of a departure from his usual topics, regular
writer, Brian McClelland indulges entertainingly in a spot of namedropping – prompting me to wonder whether any other readers might
like, in future issues, to share their tales of famous people they have
encountered, or occasions when they have, perhaps, found
themselves in illustrious company…
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Which brings me rather neatly to a thought-provoking little story told
to me recently: a young, newly ordained Anglican clergyman was
appointed to his first congregation in a very small rural parish.
Leading his first Holy Communion service, the young man felt terribly
discouraged as he faced a tiny congregation, but – telling himself
that, after all, this was where God had placed him – he continued with
the liturgy. He reached the part of the service where, in the Book of
Common Prayer, the words given are:
Therefore with Angels and Archangels, and with all the company of
Heaven, we laud and magnify thy glorious Name; evermore praising
thee, and saying, Holy, Holy, Holy, Lord God of hosts; Heaven and
earth are full of thy glory: Glory be to thee, O Lord Most High .
To the amazement of the parishioners, after uttering the words thy
glorious Name, their new rector suddenly stopped speaking; he
paused, then raised his hands, closed his eyes and said,
“Forgive me, Father, I forgot the company I’m in.”
This seems a timely reminder for us as we start a new season of
activities and a new church-year worship cycle. No matter what
challenges we face – as a worldwide community struggling with the
huge and ongoing migrant problem; as a nation trying to resolve the
latest political crisis; as a congregation striving to make its
contribution, or as individuals seeking to play our part; no matter how
small, inadequate, discouraged or alone we may sometimes feel – we
need to remember that we are where God has placed us. In that
confidence, we should go forward – offering whatever we have – and
not forget that, even though we may feel helpless and insignificant,
we are always in the very best of company.
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THE ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL BARBEQUE WAS HELD ON
SUNDAY 30TH AUGUST

Once again, I would like to thank everyone who supported me in my charity –
The Endourology Department in the Ulster Hospital.
First of all, we raised £675 from the Ballyholme Swim, which my family took part in, and
then selling the Easter Chicks raised £2,425.00. Asda even gave me a table in their store
and supplied me with Easter Eggs, as did many other stores and also my friends in the
church.
We hope to hand over £3,000 to Mr McKnight in the next few weeks, leaving £100 to
carry forward to next year.
I also want to thank my many knitters, as without them I would not be able to raise so
much money.
In the five years since I started my charity, I have raised over £21,000, so again, my very
sincere thanks.
June Kirk

www.groomsportpc.com
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AN UNEXPECTED ADVENTURE
When I was a child, I had an interesting relationship with the idea of
adventure. On one hand, I loved reading epic tales of daring like The
Chronicles of Narnia and The Lord of the Rings, and imagining myself
as part of the quest to save all that was good in the world. On the
other hand, I assumed that real world adventures were set aside for
those more athletic, clever, or good looking than me. So, while my
classmates spent summers traveling to far away places on exquisitely
planned holidays, I read books, played in the backyard, and went to
church camp. I am still amazed at how this last activity, something
seemingly so small, would lead to so many unexpected adventures.
It started out as a place I went once a summer for a week; a place
where I would meet new friends who accepted me for who I was, and
who didn’t seem to care that I wasn’t the most athletic and didn’t wear the right brand of
jeans. We sang songs, ate good food, and played tons of games; we also rode horses,
which in my mind was quite adventurous. Each year I looked forward to returning to camp;
for several years of my childhood, it was one of the few places where I was sure that I
belonged.
When I went to university, I had the amazing opportunity to spend several summers
working on the staff at camp. There were many adventures on staff, but the most amazing
came as God began to give me glimpses of what might be in store for me. I began to
suspect that maybe there was a reason people kept asking me if I was going to be a
pastor. I also met an amazing woman; however, I didn’t suspect at the time that, a decade
later, I would be her husband!
Mary Erin and I have a running joke that nothing in our life together has been easy; we
always seem to take the more complicated and challenging path. It took us (or at least
me!) years to realize how much we cared for each other, and for most of the time we dated
and were engaged, we lived anywhere from three to twenty hours away from one another.
After spending our first two years of married life together at Princeton, unlike most of my
colleagues who were moving to small towns across the United States to begin their
ministries (many within a few hours’ drive of friends and family), Mary Erin and I packed
our bags to come to Groomsport for our next adventure. It isn’t the easy way to begin a
life of ordained ministry, but we are quite pleased we get to share the journey with this
community.
We hardly ever know what God has in store for us; usually when we make plans, they end
up being so far from what actually happens that it’s comical. But whatever those plans may
be and wherever we may go in life, we know that God will always be with us, pointing (and
sometimes shoving!) us in the right direction; and we rejoice in the unexpected adventure
of it all.
Peace,
Chris and Mary Erin

Faith is stepping out into the unknown with nothing to guide us but a hand just beyond
our grasp
www.groomsportpc.com

Frederick Buechner
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Showstoppers was the name of this year's Holiday Bible Club and for a week in

August, the church halls were transformed into a theatre. Each day, around
forty children and a team of enthusiastic leaders met to learn more about
God's great plan. We learned how God created this amazing world. Through the
story of David and Goliath, we saw that God has a part for every single one of
us. In the story of Daniel, we learned about the importance of prayer and in the
story of Jesus, we saw the extent of God's love when he sent his son to die for
us.
The children enjoyed singing every morning, especially the lively Showstoppers
theme song, written for the club by Mary Cargill. We also had dramas, videos,
memory verses and even a visit from the disciple, Peter.
Throughout the week, the children were divided
into three groups, for age-appropriate activities.
The Superstars made lion masks, coloured and
played games. The Crazy Clowns made clowns,
decorated buns and participated in several rounds
of an assault course. The Drama Queens were
aptly named, as they made props of swords and
shields to act out the story of David and Goliath.
They also went on a scavenger hunt and baked delicious scones.

Our ever popular keep fit session was led this year
by June Kirk. She had us all stretching and hopping
and boxing fit, just at the time the bus passed
through Groomsport each morning! Perhaps there
will be a few new additions to the Leisure Group!

www.groomsportpc.com
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Every year we stage a mini play and this year
it took the format of a talent show. A most
unlikely star was found in Michael Mophead,
the theatre cleaner, reminding us that God has
given us all talents and skills, which make us
special.
We finished the club off with a BBQ on Friday
night and the sun even made a rare
appearance, which allowed the children to enjoy playing games while the
sausages sizzled!
To run a successful Holiday Bible Club requires the time, talents and
enthusiasm of a whole team. We are always looking for new leaders so perhaps
next year, you might consider sharing your talents with us.
A big thank you to the congregation for their continued prayerful support.
The Showstoppers Team:

Audrey, Sharon, Fiona, Elaine, Jordan, June, Mary, Marjorie, Hilary, Rebecca,
Lois, Tanya, Sylvia, Rosalind, Deborah, Cathy, Holly, Caroline, Margaret

Attitudes are caught, not taught. The best way to cultivate faith in children is to
share our own enthusiasm about what we believe.
Fred Rogers
www.groomsportpc.com
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BIBLE CLASS
Sunday School and Bible Class resumed on 13th September. We meet in the
Walter Nelson halls at 10.15am each week and will be delighted to welcome
children from 3 years old to join us. The 3 to 11 year olds meet in the
Archie Agnew Room, while the Bible Class for Year 8 and upwards
meets in the Coffee Bar, to enjoy tea and biscuits and even, on
occasions, have breakfast while discussing topics that are relevant to
their beliefs and ways of living.

We try to make Sunday School as fun and active as possible.
Sometimes we will do craftwork, and occasionally we might even bake,
before going into age-appropriate classes to hear a Bible story. We
conclude by coming together to have a time of singing. Please encourage
the children and young people to come along. The teachers are ready,
experienced and well prepared.
Bible Class is led by Audrey Thomas and Elaine Nixon. Sunday School teachers
are Paula Montgomery, Sharon Goldie, Fiona McCreedy and myself, with Laura
Neill our young helper.

The annual Christmas Gift Day Service will be on Sunday 13th December at
11.30am. Please come along and give the children your support. We need to give
the young people as much encouragement as we can.
Also, please uphold our work in your prayers.
Margaret McCreedy (Superintendent) Tel 9146 4361

www.groomsportpc.com
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Success in Germany for Castle Juniors football team!
Adam Purce, a member of this winning team, describes a very exciting experience
On Thursday 18th June 2015, myself and my
teammates of Castle Juniors 2004s set out for
Dublin airport to fly to Cologne to play in a large
football tournament in Essen, Germany. We
played in two tournaments - on the Saturday and
the Sunday, playing teams from the
Netherlands, Poland and Argentina, and Schalke
(Germany’s own youth team) and we really had an
unforgettable experience! There were a few
thundery rain showers, when other teams ran
for shelter and it was pretty obvious that our team was well used to playing and
training in weather like that - at one point we were the only team happy to
play on!!!
Beyond all our expectations, we won both tournaments and held the trophies
very, very proudly! Dad coaches our football team, so he was an extremely
proud dad and coach, and when Mummy and Anna had finished crying with
excitement, they couldn't have been more proud either!
On Monday 22nd, after the tournaments, we had a fab day around the town of
Essen, where we were staying, and we went to an outdoor swimming pool (in the
rain!) and ten pin bowling before we headed for home that evening. It was fab
having Mum, Dad and Anna with me and it is truly an experience I will never,
ever forget!
Thank you to everyone who thought of us while we were away...

Adam Purce

www.groomsportpc.com
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My Summer Internship

Andrew Poxon

During the summer, I had the honour to be one of four interns working
in St. Anne’s Cathedral in Belfast. As part of my internship, I was
researching the West Front, identifying the figures on the Central
Portal and creating a guide for visitors and anyone who has an
interest in the rich symbolism around this beautiful building.
Working in the cathedral was an amazing opportunity, from the
beautiful works of art and architecture, to the music and history. It
was a surreal experience leaving the offices at the rear of the church
at the end of the day, and arriving in the heart of the cathedral;
certainly not an experience shared by very many, and an immense
privilege.
I was made aware of this internship through Queen’s University, which
informs students of opportunities such as this, that they can apply for. When I
saw the advert I was in no doubt as to whether I should apply or not. As a
boy, I had attended a number of services in this beautiful cathedral, so the
prospect of working in it was unbelievable!
It was wonderful to experience Evensong and an organ rehearsal in the
cathedral, and the sound was both beautiful and mesmerising. I have
discovered more about the cathedral, the history of
Christianity in Ireland and the surrounding area than I
could ever have imagined, and I am constantly telling my
family and friends about what I have learnt.
Having visited many beautiful cathedrals and churches
around Europe, we often forget the beauty and history of
our own churches. I would encourage everyone to take a
walk around the beautiful building of St. Anne’s if you
have a few minutes free in Belfast.

THE BADMINTON CLUB
The Badminton Club meets on Wednesdays from 10 am until 12 noon in the
Walter Nelson Hall. The starting date for this season is 9th September. We
enjoy a bit of exercise, tea, coffee, a biscuit and lots of chat, laughter and
fellowship. It is not necessary to have had previous experience.
We even have extra rackets.
Ladies and gentlemen, all will be most welcome.

www.groomsportpc.com
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Groomsport said goodbye to the Irmer family on
Sunday 26th July, with a congregational lunch and
presentation. We thank them for all that they
brought to us last year and wish them well in the
future.

We were delighted to welcome back Jennifer Barchi (2010-2011) who led the
service on Sunday 9th August

Great news from Tara!
A big news event for me is that I’m engaged! I’m getting married February 21, 2016 to a
wonderful guy named Ramon. Ramon is in the Air Force and just deployed to Afghanistan
until January. The separation certainly isn’t fun, but it’s his last one before he gets out of
the military.
I’ve also just started work as a hospital chaplain in Dallas, which is keeping me plenty
busy.
Tara was our Intern for 2012/2013 and all her friends in Groomsport wish her and Ramon
every happiness.
www.groomsportpc.com
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PW meets on the second and fourth Monday of each month from September to April
in the Archie Agnew Room. We have a very varied and interesting programme for
the year - so why not come along? Leave the armchair, switch off the TV, come and
enjoy some fun and fellowship with our lively group.
The programme for the first four months is as follows:

28th September

Intern: Chris Miller

12th October

Powder & Paint
with Helen McCann

26th October

Taste & Try - PW Committee

9th November

Hospitality Night with other PWs
Royal Memorabilia - Rev Derek Kerr

23rd November

Christmas Table Decorations

14th December

Christmas Party
We are also holding an

Autumn Coffee Morning on
Saturday 24thth October
Please try to keep this date free and invite your friends, too!!
Last session, the PW ladies were able to donate the following sums:

PW celebrated
Pat Jamieson’s
90th birthday in
March.

£200 to heat and light, Groomsport Church
£100 to Mercy Ships
£100 to DEC Nepal Earthquake Appeal
£100 to Alzheimers Society
We look forward to your company - all new members are warmly
welcomed.
Secretary: Pat Millar (9146 1888) President: Lynda Walsh (9146 9105)
www.groomsportpc.com
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Lee and Tom from Knysna visited Hazel and Stanley Megahey in July. They attended a
coffee morning and Lee spoke in church on the Sunday morning.
Greetings from Knysna.
A big thank you for the wonderful hospitality and friendship
that was extended to us during our visit to Groomsport
Presbyterian Church. We remember each and every one of you
perhaps not all the names, but certainly your faces. Our first
memory was Saturday morning tea. Thank you for welcoming
us with open arms, Dorothy, June, Mary, Joan, Nessa and all
who chatted to us; we will remember your lovely smiles and
hugs of friendship. Also David, Roger, Gilbert and Rev Dr Roger Purce for your hand of
friendship.
Once again, thank for the opportunity to introduce Knysna to the Groomsport
congregation and for bringing us a little closer especially in prayer and friendship.
Our journey around Ireland was awesome. Hazel and Stanley introduced your beloved
country to us, a kaleidoscope of all the colours of the rainbow displayed in the hanging
baskets on bridges and lamp posts. A sight to be remembered! We have never
experienced anything so enchanting. The countryside with pristine pastures divided into
paddocks by beautifully built stone walls and hedges: as we travelled, we thought we saw
it all, then, to our surprise we would go round the corner and we would OOH and
AAH and out comes the camera for more photos!
We loved the old buildings, especially some of the beautiful old churches. What a joy
Ireland was to us! A sight to remember and hold dear in our memories. Ireland will be
hard to forget. We will certainly cherish this wonderful journey. Places that stood out
were Helen's Bay, Groomsport, Belfast, Cliffs of Mohr, Londonderry, Dublin, Lake Erne,
Donegal and surrounds. Everything was spectacular.
Stanley and Hazel endeavoured to show us Ireland as we never dreamed possible. They
drove us for 4000kms to show us Ireland from Belfast to Donegal to Galway Bay to
Dublin to Londonderry back to Donegal and then home to Helen's Bay. All of this was
enjoyed immensely. We will be forever grateful for the hospitality extended to us.

We are arranging an Irish luncheon when we will share our experiences of Ireland, our
memories and our photos with the Knysna Presbyterian Congregation.
On behalf of the Knysna Presbyterian Congregation, we thank you for all your
continued support, your prayers and gifts, so that we may continue the battle against
poverty that plagues the nation of South Africa. Only through knowing Christ and
making him known can we succeed.
AMEN
www.groomsportpc.com
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A TALE OF FOUR CITIES: TONY, JULES, FRANK AND ME
By Brian McClelland
I stepped into my hotel lift, er, elevator, and there he stood, preening gloriously in
trademark long, white trench coat. “Hi, man” he greeted me, “how’s it goin’?” Frantically, I
tried to remember his name. No, it wasn’t Perry and it certainly wasn’t Frank. “Where
little cable cars climb halfway to the stars” began to pound in my head. Tony, that was it for
sure, Tony of San Francisco fame. “ ‘Bout ye”, Tony” sez I, quickly regaining my composure.
He grinned mischievously. “When the elevator stops at my floor, be prepared for the
ladies”. Sure enough, when the door opened, there they were, the blue rinse brigade,
screaming out a name, but it wasn’t his name. “Who’s that with Brian?” was the collective
cry. It was a long time ago, but that is how I remember - or, perhaps, like to remember - my
brief brush with crooner, Tony Bennett, in Montreal, where he was in concert. As recently
as June past, 88 year old Tony could be found performing at the Royal Albert Hall with Lady
Gaga. Oh dear, it’s just not fair, he performs with Gaga while I’m going gaga!
Of course, at one time or another, we’ve all bumped into someone famous. Allow me to
rewind the clock back over fifty years to the day I met a famous fictional French detective in
London (how do you meet a fictional detective?). No, Lynda, not Clouseau, the other one.
Sorry, Elaine, Poirot was Belgian. Yes, Jane, my detective’s creator was also Belgian.
Confusing or what?
My friend and I had spent our summer holidays hitch-hiking around Wales and the south of
England, staying at youth hostels along the way (do youngsters still do that these days, I
wonder?). Our plan was to finish up in London, visit the AAA Athletic Championships at the
White City Stadium and take our first ever plane flight home. It was quite an adventure for
a couple of East End bumpkins!
We were near the West London Air Terminal at South Kensington when I saw my fictional
police officer. Those of you of a certain vintage will remember the very popular television
detective series called Maigret, back in the sixties. If my memory serves me right, the
opening scene was always trilby-hatted Maigret, standing against a wall, striking a match to
light his ever-present pipe. Believe it or not, that is exactly what Rupert Davies, the actor
who played Maigret, was doing when I spotted him. In retrospect, there may well have
been cameras skulking in the background, filming a future episode. At the time I never
thought - my only concern was to obtain “Maigret’s” autograph, the selfie of its
day. “Do you have television in Ireland?” enquired Maigret, sorry, Davies,
picking up my accent. “Only in the North,” I responded, cheekily. He continued
his interrogation like a real detective: “Do you still have pigs in the parlour?”
“Oh to be sure, only it’s goats now,” I ventured, growing a little tired of his line
of questioning. Impatiently, I thrust a scrap of paper and a ballpoint under his
nose. Rupert Davies “Maigret” he scrawled, in good humour.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Jules Maigret, of course, was the creation of Belgian novelist, Georges Simenon. I was next
to run across Simenon in the late sixties, when doing a spot of voluntary work in east
Belfast. Tasked to undertake a library run for an elderly woman, I was mightily impressed
when she asked me to search out Simenon’s Maigret novels for her - in the original French!
Thanks to the local library, I was able to fulfil her wishes. There’s no end to Simenon’s
usefulness, as my eldest son, Gavin, studied his novels as part of his French A level. I
understand that Rowan Atkinson is to play Maigret in a new TV series in the autumn,
following in the illustrious footsteps of Rupert Davies and Michael Gambon.
It was on this London visit that I met my first German. Why should this fact be of any
consequence? Well, it was less than two decades since the end of the War.
I had grown up in the aftermath of that cataclysmic conflict, a war baby,
bred on a diet of stories about the Belfast Blitz, the evacuation of my
siblings to Newtownards, the traitor, Lord Haw Haw, on the wireless and
food parcels from Australia in days of rationing. It is no wonder that a
suspicion of any German was engrained on my consciousness. Then in a
London youth hostel, I met Werner, a lad of my own age, who helped me realize that his
aftermath as a defeated enemy was much worse than anything I had ever experienced.
Actually, come to think about it, I had encountered another German. He was Mr Weill, my
first year form master at Methody. “Zee W is pronounced Vee, vhich makes me Veill,
but not vile,” he explained, with uncharacteristic German humour. He was alright and
certainly not as scary as Miss Broder, my last primary school teacher. Old “Bendy” Broder
was born with a cane permanently attached to her right hand, which weapon she
administered liberally on our poor mits for the least misdemeanour. Funny thing, she also
had a jar of Brylcreem in the cupboard for taming our unruly hair and making a “path
through the wood”, as she liked to put it. She was a great teacher, though, with most of us
working class boys passing the Qually (Qualifying Examination) and heading off to our
respective grammar schools, well equipped to cope with what lay ahead of us.
May I name-drop one last time? In the late nineties I was in Ottawa, again on a workrelated trip, you’ll understand. With some time to spare before my flight home, I found
myself, predictably, in a city centre bookshop. A long queue was snaking its way round the
shop, making it clear to me that a book signing was in progress. It transpired that Frank
McCourt was autographing copies of his Pulitzer Prize-winning memoir, Angela’s Ashes, the
story of an unremittingly miserable Catholic childhood in Limerick. I joined the procession,
clutching Angela despite, shamefully, never having heard of the author or his book.
Glancing through the pages as I waited to meet the great man, I learned that his Toomeborn, alcoholic father was suspected of being a Presbyterian by Angela’s family. “That
sneaky little Presbyterian smile” was a dead giveaway. My turn came. “I happen to be a
Presbyterian from the Black North” I said, smiling thinly. Fixing me with a rheumy eye, he
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intoned through coffee-rimmed lips, “Don’t worry about it, my son, God will
grant you absolution.” Served me right, I suppose, but I had lived to fight
another day.
I blame McCourt for the popularity of the “Misery-Lit” genre. Angela’s Ashes
spawned a plethora of similar memories of childhood hardships, as I was to
discover to my chagrin. In the early days of the popular radio show hosted by
Stephen Nolan, a book club was part of the programme. Invited listeners
would phone in and offer a critique of a particular book. I applied to take part,
was accepted, and asked to review A Child called “It” by Dave Pelzer. In terms of page-topage misery, this book surpasses McCourt’s by a long way – at least Angela had a touch of
humour about it. Anyway, I prepared myself for my Radio Ulster debut - only to be told at
the eleventh hour that, due to the programme’s popularity as a phone-in on topical issues,
the book club idea was going to be shelved. This was such a body blow, as I had pictured
myself ousting Nolan and even having my own radio show!
A Belfast bookshop was to be the scene of my subsequent encounter with McCourt. He had
written a best-selling sequel called ‘Tis. Angela’s Ashes, which had been made into a film,
ended with a young McCourt arriving in America off the boat from Ireland for a first night of
revelry. The ship’s Wireless Operator says, “Isn’t this a great country altogether?” The
final chapter consists of just one word: “ ‘Tis”. McCourt was now in Belfast for a book
signing and to provide “an excellent opportunity to converse with a remarkable talent of
the literary world.” And what an opportunity for me to re-engage in a bit of verbal jousting
with yer man McCourt!
Once more, this time on my home turf and clutching ‘Tis, I awaited my turn. “Hello, Frank,
we met in Ottawa a couple of years ago.” He fell into my trap. Without looking up, he
signed my copy of ‘Tis, muttering, disinterestedly, “Is that so?”
“ ‘TIS!” I blurted out in juvenile triumph. Victory is sweet. “ ‘TIS!” The last word.

Brian - pictured with his grandson, Zach having completed the 8 mile walk at this
year's Belfast Marathon and with the medal
to prove it! A total of £500 was raised for
Kiwoko Hospital, Uganda and Brian would
like to thank all the members of the
congregation who supported him.
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ST COLUMBANUS - 1400th ANNIVERSARY
In June this year, I joined in a service at Bangor Abbey which was part of
the celebrations to commemorate the legacy of Columbanus, who died in
Italy 1400 years ago.
Over June Bangor hosted a Columban Conference, which was organised
by the National University of Ireland and a project from Bobbio in Italy. It
involved local primary schools and some 200 Italians from Bobbio, who
attended the festival which was held in Bangor Abbey and St. Comgall’s.
During the 560s AD, a monastery was set up in Bangor by Comgall. The
days were divided between work in the fields and book work indoors.
There were eight services every day throughout the year and only one
meal daily, eaten in the afternoon. Nevertheless, there were about 3000
monks under the care of Comgall
Here, even in the 6th century the creed - very similar to the one we say at
communion today - was used at Bangor.
So Columbanus, who was born in Leinster in 542AD to a Christian
mother, joined them. He eventually left them to mission overseas. He went
via England,France, Austria Switzerland, Italy and finally to Bobbio.
This journey covered very dangerous terrain and it took him about 15
years. He had travelled around 4000 miles, much of it on foot and at the
age of around 70 years of age, no mean achievement!!
It was altogether very humbling, but should be of great pride to think that
we are in the area of a town with such a great and respected monastic
history.
Rosalind MacNeice.
What do you do with your used stamps?
The Leprosy Mission N. Ireland can turn your old stamps into cash
that enables them to help those affected by leprosy. In 2014 they
raised over £6,000 through the sale of used stamps. Please don’t
discard your stamps – tear from the envelope leaving a border of at
least 1cm.(1/2”) and leave in the box provided in the
vestibule. Many thanks for your continued support.
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GRANNY SAYS…
Granny says we’ve never had it so good Warm house and clothes and plenty of food.
Granny says they had nothing to spare,
What they had, they had to share.
Granny says they threw nothing away;
Everything was used – not like today!
Granny says she only had hand-me-downs,
Everyday dresses today are like their ball gowns!
Granny says she could sew and knit,
Clothes the wrong size were made to fit.
Granny says she left school when she was ten –
There were no grants or handouts then.
Granny says she fears for the youth of today –
Too many temptations, it’s easy to stray.
Granny says they said Grace when they sat down to eat;
Now it’s all fast food, takeaways you eat on your feet!
Granny says we should look to the past
Try slowing down, we’re moving too fast.
Granny talks and says quite a lot;
Maybe she’s right – or maybe not.
Oliver Hull

Friendship Lunches will begin again on Wednesday 30th
September. We look forward to seeing everyone again and welcome
anyone who has not been with us before. It is a great way to meet up over
lunch with friends or new acquaintances.
Dates for your diary:
Wednesday 29th October, 25th November and 16th December.
In April this year The Friendship Lunches were able to donate £150 to Brainwaves, a charity
for adults and children diagnosed with a brain tumour. Brainwaves, which has no statutory
funding relies entirely on friends of the charity. We were also able to donate £40 to the
Endourology Department of the Ulster Hospital.
www.groomsportpc.com
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A WONDERFUL WELCOME AND A BOYCOTT
What has being happening since our last issue of the Eagle Wing?
In the springtime, I had the pleasure of being “team-leader” of the
men of Queen’s Island Victoria Male Choir and a large party of
spouses and guests, travelling to Stirling for a weekend trip in
which the choir performed a Charity Concert at St Columba’s
Church of Scotland in aid of Strathcarron Hospice. Also travelling
were “The Lilters” (our Irish folk trio) and Sarah-Jane Gibson, who
- you will remember - has sung at two of our recent functions in
Groomsport. The concert, and the church service at which we led
the praise the following morning, were very well received, the
concert itself raising the sum of £1,800. The editor of the St Columba’s Newsletter
magazine, in a glowing article in the May edition, paid tribute to all that had been achieved
that weekend, concluding by asking the question, “Who do we talk to, to get them back
next year?”
Which unhappily brings me to the boycott.
You may not be aware that, in a break from a long-standing association between the
Church of Scotland and the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, this year’s General Assembly
in June opted not to send representatives to the Scottish General Assembly in 2016.
I quote from Noreen Erskine’s report in the July/August issue of the Presbyterian Herald this decision “emerged when the General Assembly agreed by 99 votes to 84 not to send
three delegates to the Edinburgh Assembly next year. The decision is in response to the
fact that although the Church of Scotland endorses the traditional view of marriage
between a man and a woman, in May it voted to allow people in same sex civil
partnerships to serve as ministers and deacons”.
Now it is not my purpose here to enter into the very difficult subject of same sex
partnerships; what does make me unhappy is the fact that we, as Irish Presbyterians, are
showing displeasure at the actions of our sister church by boycotting the next Scottish
Assembly. Surely there would be a better way of dealing with this issue; for as Rev.
Mairisine Stanfield, minister of First Bangor, said during the debate “I believe we have a
greater voice, a stronger voice, if we do send our representatives there.” It is interesting to
note the very small numbers recorded as voting – the Assembly has the facility to have
1200 delegates. Even the wise counsel of former Moderator, Right Rev. Dr. John Dunlop,
who was in favour of the proposal to send the usual delegates, was ignored.
The irony to me is that the theme of the new Moderator, as articulated by him on Opening
Night of the Assembly, viz, “The Church needs us to be there for people who do not expect
us to be there” - spoken by him under the heading of “A Caring Fellowship” - was totally
lost in the boycotting decision.
So if the Male Choir does go back to St Columba’s, following the wonderful welcome we
received this year, I must say that I will be very embarrassed that my fellow Irish
Presbyterians have adopted such a lamentable attitude.
Alastair McQuoid
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ARTHRITIS CARE

Arthritis Care runs self-management courses across Northern
Ireland. These are free for anyone over 18 years of age, living with any long term
condition eg. MS, epilepsy, diabetes, arthritis, fibromyalgia, Parkinson Disease, and are
led by trained volunteers, most of whom have a long term pain condition themselves.
People of all ages and backgrounds attend and benefit from the courses and workshops –
which include specially tailored sessions for younger people with arthritis, offering
discussion, group activities, and help with issues such as confidence and body image.
The aim of self-management is to enable people to take control of their condition, gain
independence and improve their quality of life. Topics covered include pain management,
controlling fatigue, healthy eating, exercise, relaxation and developing relationships with
healthcare providers. Courses include:
Challenging your Condition – six-week course, open to people with any long term
condition; explores symptoms, depression and emotions such as frustration and fear for
the future, and techniques that can be used to tackle these. If there at least 12 applicants,
Arthritis Care will arrange a course in a venue suitable for everyone who has applied.
Locally, this will be held in West Church Presbyterian, Bangor - Thursday 15, 22, 29
October, 5, 12, 19 November 2015, 10.30am - 1.00pm.
Challenging Arthritis is also a six-week course, looking at the problems of living with a
long-term condition and various techniques that can help alleviate symptoms; it covers
issues such as medication and the onset of osteoporosis, and is also available to people
with other musculoskeletal condition, including fibromyalgia. Venue: Loughshore Hotel,
Carrickfergus - Monday 26 Oct, 2, 9, 16, 23, 30 Nov 2015, 10.30am - 1.00pm
Challenging Pain - a two-week course, designed for people experiencing persistent pain
for longer than three months; concentrates on pain and fatigue management and minor
lifestyle changes. The local course takes place in 1st Holywood Presbyterian Church Monday 16 & 23 Nov 2015, 10.00am - 1.00pm
Feedback has been very positive, with participants reporting long-term improvement using self-management techniques and skills, which have had a positive impact on their
quality of life, general health and well-being.
Leaflets are available in the vestibule of the church. For more information, or to register
for a course, call Yvonne on 02890782940 or email yvonnek@arthritiscare.org.uk
Website: http://www.arthritiscare.org.uk/InyourArea/NorthernIreland
Our own Mary Cargill is currently involved in delivering the Staying Connected
programme, a one-to-one befriending service, which enables housebound people to
benefit from the information offered to others via the courses. She has travelled to
Ballygowan, Donaghadee, Ballynahinch, Saintfield and Belfast, and says that it is very
rewarding, as the facilitators are themselves helped by seeing change in the people they
visit. Mary is happy to discuss the work of Arthritis Care with anyone who is interested.
Email: mary.cargill123@btinternet.com
www.groomsportpc.com
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New wholesome menu now
being served - light snacks to hearty meals

 Newly Refurbished Bistro

with exciting new Lunch and
Dinner Bistro Menus
available

Panoramic views over Groomsport and
Belfast Lough

 Family friendly restaurant

All major sporting events
televised on the Big Screens including
football, rugby etc.

with Colouring, DVDs and
Gameboys available for the
kids

Late bar with live entertainment every
weekend

 Gordons Suite available for

private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and
any other family gathering


Two function rooms available for private hire
for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any other family
gathering

Tel: 9146 4229

SUITE

REFLEXIONS
We offer a "hands on", holistic
approach to physiotherapy
For treatment and management of:
neck, back and spinal problems;
sports injuries;
rheumatological conditions and
fibromyalgia;
arthritis and joint conditions;
neurological conditions;
musculoskeletal problems and pain
FREE Counselling service
Pilates classes
5 Balloo Court, Bangor
BT19 7AT
Tel: 02891270932

www.groomsportpc.com

ARTHRITIS CARE (logo ?)

Thinking of giving someone a
special treat at Christmas?
Reflexology - helps promote
relaxation and reduces stress,
improves sleep, reduces pain
and stiffness associated with
arthritis and also can boost the
immune system.
Beauty facials - Liz Earle/Neals
Yard/Emma Hardie/Elemis
quartz lift facial.
Theraputic foot treatments and
facial rejuvenation face
massage also available.
Noreen Curry (qualified nurse
and reflexologist)
Bangor West
For Apt: Mob 07532 153518
Mon - Sat/ also evening appt
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All work carried out by tradesmen.

BATHROOM DESIGN
Tel: 028 4277 2891
obile: 07850 464830

Telephone 028 9145 4006 or
Mobile 07702 330584 (Ken)
Mobile 07936 885051 (Mark)
Email: rkennethlindsay@btinternet.com

Email: info@cliffordbrownbathrooms.co.uk
Leaking showers repaired professionally
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From Katie Nix (Intern 2008-2009)
My goodness, so much has happened for our family since we
last wrote!
1. Our beautiful son Steven - born January 7th, 2015, has grown and grown! He
is a BIG boy and has earned the nickname "squishy" because ... there is plenty to
love. His favorite things include - bananas, smiling at ALL women, and
climbing on everything.
2. After a year of praying and discussing, I decided to accept a new position as lead pastor of Trinity
United Methodist Church in Moberly, Missouri. The church is about two hours from St. Louis,
where both my parents and Eric's parents live. This change has been wonderful for our family. The
church is very loving and healthy and I am really enjoying the challenges and blessing of being a
lead pastor. There is so much potential in this congregation, and our family feels very at peace with
this move. The church is in a time of change, and they are hoping I can help with their children and
youth ministry as well as worship. As you can see, a very good fit with my passion and skills!
3. Sunday September 6th, our Steven was baptized by the associate pastor at Trinity. It was a
beautiful service, and he slept through the whole thing!
4. Our "baby" Elizabeth is so old! She celebrated her third birthday, spent
the whole summer at the pool, started preschool, and has adopted the
phrase "I can do it myself!" A passionate young girl who is full of joy!
5. My sister got married on my 30th birthday. I like to say that she threw
that big party and invited all our family, and bought me a new dress as a
birthday present :) It was a beautiful wedding and I LOVE my new brother
-in-law.
6. I have my next class for my doctorate this November. After that I only
have one class and my dissertation until I am finished!
Sorry the post is so short, but as you can see, things are a little busy in our lives! I miss you all!
Note new email address: rev.katie.nix@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
~~

Hello to all of my friends in Groomsport!
As I’ve mentioned in earlier Eagle Wing issues, I am excited to be coming out to see you all this
October, and now know that I will be in worship with you on October 11th and 18th. October 11 th
begins the 3rd and final week of a three-week trip that I am taking with three of my pastor friends.
We all belong to a young pastor colleague group together, which began meeting five years ago. On
our trip, we are studying spiritual formation as it happens in the context of spiritual communities, and
before arriving to be with you, we will have spent a week at Iona Abbey and five days in the Taizé
monastery in France, with a couple of days of rest and relaxation in between in Paris and up the
North Antrim Coast. We are delighted to be with you on Harvest Sunday, of all Sundays, and my
friends are very happy to meet you and see an area of the world that I love very deeply. Our third
week, we’ll travel down to Cashel and Waterford and then back up the east side with stops in
Glendalough, Dublin, Armagh, Newcastle, Downpatrick, and parts of the Ards Peninsula. After my
friends leave, I will stay an extra week to visit and travel.
Coming to Northern Ireland always feels a bit like coming home, and I’m so happy once again to
have the opportunity to visit.
I am looking forward to seeing you soon! Christa (Intern 2004-2005)
www.groomsportpc.com
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Dawn McKeown retires after 20 year as Unit Guider of 1st Groomsport Rainbows

Growing up in Groomsport, Girlguiding has
always been a big part of Dawn’s life. She
joined Groomsport Bunnies (now known as
Rainbows) aged 5, progressing through all the
different sections and becoming a young
leader, aged 16. After a break of a number of
years, Dawn returned to Guiding twenty years
ago, when she was asked to help, and then
taking over the unit and becoming Unit Guider.
At that time, there were six girls in the
Groomsport Rainbow Unit aged 4 - 7 and over
the years, that quickly progressed to its maximum of twenty girls, with waiting lists to join
every year.
Dawn would say that we are very privileged to have had the support of good leaders,
parents and both churches in our village. Groomsport Rainbows has been a very special
part of Dawn’s life, as it has for her daughter, Gemma, who has followed in the

Girlguiding footsteps of her mother. Girlguiding offers so much to girls. It teaches life
skills, teamwork, independence, promotes friendships, kindness, helping others, world
travel, responsibility and so much more. Guiding has given Dawn a lifetime of friendships,
happy memories, training leading to job opportunities, but most of all the privilege of
being part of the unit for so long, and she is proud of the role she has played within 1st
Groomsport Rainbows and the village community.
A big thank you goes to Heather Patton for taking over the role of Unit Leader and to
Alison Gunning, who continues in her role as Assistant Guider for 1st Groomsport
Rainbows from September 2015.
Many thanks and every good wish to Dawn
www.groomsportpc.com
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Sunday 4th October

11.30am Communion

Sunday 11th October

11.30am Harvest Service
7.00pm Harvest Service and Supper

Sunday 29th November
Sunday

6th December

7.00pm Advent Communion Service
11.30am World Development Day

Sunday 13th December

11.30am Gift Day

Sunday 20th December

7.00pm

Carols by Candlelight

As long as the earth endures,
seedtime and harvest,
cold and heat, summer and winter,
day and night
will never cease

Genesis 8: 22

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY
Wednesday 30th September

1.00pm

Friendship Lunch

Wednesday 28th October

1.00pm

Friendship Lunch

Wednesday 25th November

1.00pm

Friendship Lunch

Wednesday 16th December

1.00pm

Friendship Lunch
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