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The Eagle Wing was the first emigrant ship to leave Ulster for America. She sailed
from Groomsport in September 1636, carrying 140 Presbyterians in search of a
life free from persecution in the New World. Fearful weather, however, forced
them to return home after two months at sea. Although she did not reach her
destination, the Eagle Wing became the inspiration for others to make their
attempts and since those days, several million people have left our shores,
taking with them their culture and traditions. These cultural links with America
are celebrated each year at the North Down Eagle Wing Festival in July.
Our church magazine takes its title from this significant piece of local history. In
2002, Jennifer Hulme, a member of the congregation and well known local
artist, created the cover design, which strikingly depicts the symbols of the wing,
sail and cross.

“We seek to be a welcoming community of God's people

We believe our mission is to hear and share His Word and
to reflect God's unconditional love - as we proclaim
and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ
and strive to be a welcoming, serving and reconciling
community."
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Letter from the Manse
I feel sorry for Joseph in the Christmas story. He is
relegated to a bit part in the Christmas narratives. Mary,
the shepherds, the wise men - even Herod - are more
to the fore than he is. Joseph doesn’t want much
attention. All he really wants is a relatively quiet life. He
works as a carpenter, wants to get married to Mary and
take care of his tax problem in Bethlehem, and then
settle down to a quiet life in Nazareth. All his modest plans were called into
question when Mary announced she was expecting a baby. Being engaged was a
bit different in those days – following a contract arranged by the families and
witnessed by two outsiders, an engagement lasted a year. This was designed to
make sure the woman wasn’t expecting. When Mary, somehow, broke the news,
Joseph was heartbroken. The best he could do was break the engagement quietly.
Joseph’s hopes and plans for the future had come to nothing.

“

That is something we can all understand because at some point or another that is
our experience – our plans and hopes have come to nothing. Something happened
that you were not expecting – something involving your health, your work or an
important relationship. Like Joseph, your life is not where you want it to be, for
most interruptions to our plans are not welcome.
Like Joseph, the plans we have for our lives are, for the most part, modest enough
- but no matter how modest, our hopes can be overturned when serious illness
strikes, or we lose a job or a partner. There may be times when our plans need to
be interrupted because God has something more in mind for us. It is one of the
themes of Luke’s gospel, where God is seen to break into people’s lives when they
least expect it. God breaks into our lives in all sorts of ways and through all sorts of
people. When something doesn’t work out for us, it is often closely followed by a
new opportunity that we might never have considered in the ordinary course of
events.
Even when the interruptions to our lives seem to have nothing positive to offer us,
the central meaning of the Christmas story is that God is with us. No matter what
we have to face – no matter how difficult, or threatening – God has come to be with
us in Jesus. We don’t have to try to make the best of things, coping as best we
can. God knows what it is to be human because of Jesus. Jesus’ birth is a sign of
God’s love for us, his availability to us. In the Christmas story, one phrase reoccurs
- you do not have to be afraid. No matter what we have to face – we do not need to
be afraid.
Happy Christmas,

www.groomsportpc.com
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CONGREGATIONAL RECORD
BAPTISMS

6 December 2015

Maisie, daughter of Noel and Louise Milliken

“The promise is to you and to your children”

DEATHS

2 October 2015
29 October 2015
3 November 2015
4 November 2015
12 November 2015
26 November 2015

Mr Eric Trevorrow, Blair House, Newtownards (30)
Mr Hugo Patton, Croagh Patrick Care Home (1)
Mr Raymond Norwood, 13 Heatherstone Road (20)
Mrs Kathleen Gibson, 79 Ballymacormick Avenue (21)
Mr William Dunbar, 11 Donaghadee Road (7)
Mr William McAlister, Cranley Lodge (26)

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord”

Father, I face another day in which I will be called upon
to use my words wisely and well. May they encourage
those who listen. May they speak truth but also
be said in love. May I pause before I pounce.
May I be bold enough to speak
when I would rather run away.
Lord, I give my mouth to you today.
May what comes forth be sweet and not bitter.
May the journey each word takes from my mind to my heart
to my lips be guided by your hand. May what comes out
be life-giving rather than causing death. May my words
make you proud and bring you glory.
In Jesus’ name,
Amen.
Karen Ehman, Keep It Shut (Zondervan)

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Assistant Minister

Chris Miller

9146 8377

Church Office

Tues, Wed & Fri 9.00-1.00

9146 2552
gportpc@googlemail.com
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NEWS from the PEWS
Doreen and Sam Ferguson are delighted to announce the birth of their great grand
daughter, Avaya Lily, born on 4 November 2015.
Andrew Poxon and a group of friends have formed a small band, which has
already performed very successfully at a number of events, including
wedding receptions and a retirement dinner. Contact Andrew for bookings
on 07907997310 or email: andrewp30@hotmail.co.uk
News from the Campbell family in the United Arab Emirates: Chloe was appointed Head
Girl of RAK Academy, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE; and Maureen is in charge of, and setting up,
the Operating Theatre for the specialties of Urology and Gynaecology Surgery in Sheikh
Khalifa Specialty Hospital, Ras Al Khaimah, UAE.
A sincere thank you to all who contributed to the Groomsport
flower fund over the past year, and a special thank you to the ladies
who supplied and arranged the flowers throughout the year. All help is
greatly appreciated.
Pat Miller

Bob and Queenie Hughes would like to thank sincer ely all their fr iends in the
congregation for their love and support, over what has been a somewhat difficult year.
Queenie missed the summer for which, given how bad it was, she isn't sorry; she is
grateful and is improving daily with walking. As you know we were both in hospital at
the same time for a period - but unfortunately in different ones, which meant our
children driving from one to the other to see us. Anyway, apart from a recurrence of
Bob's fluid on the lungs, we are both looking forward to Christmas with friends and
family.
Please spare a thought for others in the congregation who are unwell or recovering
from operations or illness.
We wish you all a happy Christmas and fruitful New Year,
from Bob and Queenie.

The Indoor Bowling Club
meets on
Wednesday evening at 7.15pm in the Walter Nelson Hall.
Membership is dwindling and we would very much welcome new members
No experience is necessary and all ages are catered for.
Please come along and enjoy the friendship,
fellowship and fun, whilst also enjoying a little
bit of not-too-strenuous exercise!
www.groomsportpc.com
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EAGLE WING

EDITORIAL

The Magazine of
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church

A very happy, safe and peaceful Christmas to all Eagle Wing readers,
from Julie and myself. We’ve worked hard to bring you this latest issue
of your magazine – many thanks to everyone who sent items for
inclusion. You will find the usual variety of information, reports, and
original pieces. Chris outlines the new data collection system, and it’s
important that we all engage with this process. There is a timely
warning of the dangers of scams – often so plausible that it’s easy to
be taken in. Derek Drysdale suggests Christmas gifts for the person
who has everything, and Mary Erin’s first Eagle Wing contribution is a
reflection on The Magnificat. Friends in Knysna have sent an update,
and former Interns share their news – from far and, well, not so far…
Brian McClelland weaves a tale that connects Australia, Scotland,
Groomsport, the 17th and 21st centuries – all with the common thread
of the original ‘Eagle Wing’ – fascinating stuff! We hope that you will
enjoy every page of this bumper Christmas issue.
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In recent weeks, the terror attacks in Paris have overshadowed the
anticipation of Christmas in a fear-gripped world. Many years ago,
growing up against the harrowing backdrop of the Troubles, I became
especially conscious of one line in the hymn, Now the day is over, and
it has remained an often-repeated prayer ever since. In 1865, Sabine
Baring-Gould may have had specific events in mind as he penned the
words, Those who plan some evil from their sin restrain. Looking back
over history, plots, uprisings, betrayals and violence have been the
tragic punctuation in the narrative. The hymn, Soul of my Saviour, its
origins dating back to the 14th century, contains the line, Guard and
defend me from the foe malign – it seems little has changed. We read
and sing every year about love coming at Christmas, peace on the
earth – but our news bulletins announce increasing hatred and
brutality, thousands of displaced refugees. The birth of a baby, in a
shed in an insignificant town, triggered such insecurity in Herod that he
ordered a massacre of innocent infants; people fled their homes in
search of safety in other countries – it seems little has changed. The
Archbishop of Canterbury and the Roman Catholic Archbishop of
Westminster spoke movingly of the difficulties of maintaining faith in
the light of events like those in Paris; when asked where God is in all
of this, they answered that he is alongside the broken, grieving and
lost. As Nigel Wright puts it, To be lost means to be in the wrong place
or to be heading in the wrong direction… To find what is lost, you go to
where the lost thing is. Jesus has come to reverse the human
condition. That must mean that he is also alongside those lost souls
who plot, bomb and shoot in a dangerous distortion of religion. If we
believe that the King of Kings is in control, that Jesus reverses war and
hatred with peace and love – that hope was born in that shed – we
have to keep trusting that these will ultimately triumph; until then, we
have to keep praying,
Those who plan some evil from their sin restrain.
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One Small Step…

by Chris Miller

Or maybe it is a giant leap forward? Either way, there are some changes
occurring behind the scenes in the Groomsport Presbyterian offices that
will make life much easier for our administrative team and pastoral staff.
If you have ever been in the office when someone needed to find the
address or phone number for a member of the congregation, then you likely saw our
previous “master directory.” Housed in an old, brown binder, little slips of paper held the
important details of each family in the congregation. As information changed over the
years, the old address or phone number would be crossed out, and the new written
below. Some information would be kept in other books, or simply remembered by staff
who knew what information was still accurate. Finding the most accurate address for
someone, or list of members, was a time-consuming, and sometimes impossible, task.
This past summer, the decision was made to move our congregational membership
record keeping to a modern, computerized system to help reduce these issues. Over
the past few months, new computers have been installed, along with a software
package used with great success by many other Presbyterian
congregations in our area. Called Omega, this package allows our
staff to look up information easily about the people in our
congregation, and update as needed. All of our relevant information
will be securely stored in one place, no more looking through three or
four different books to try and find what is needed. Stored securely on a computer in the
church office, the data is kept in accordance with the Data Protection Act, and only
those with password access can see any information.
However, any computerized database is only as good as the information that is entered
into the system, and that is where we need your help! Over the past month, Mary Erin
and myself have been entering data into the system from several different sources, but
we expect that some of the information may be out of date. There were also cases
where handwritten notes were smudged or difficult to read, so while we made our best
guess, we might have guessed wrong! In the coming days and weeks (and maybe even
with this issue of Eagle Wing), your district elder or representative will be coming around
with a data verification form that shows what information we have on file for your family.
We would ask that you take a few minutes to verify this information, make any
corrections, and fill in any missing details.
At the end of the day, this project is about making our ministry together as a
congregation more effective. Time is a limited resource for all of us, and by
having an easy-to-use and up-to-date membership information system, our
administrative and pastoral staff can be much more effective in their use of
time. Thank you for your help and support!

www.groomsportpc.com
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Once again, Christmas will be upon us very soon and we in Sunday School have
been, for some weeks, preparing for our Gift Day Service. This will be on 13th
December, when the children will lead our morning worship. Gifts for the
Belfast Central Mission will be placed at the foot of the Christmas tree
during the service. These gifts should be put unwrapped into a Christmas bag.
This makes for ease of sorting at the distribution point in Belfast - also there
is no waste of wrapping paper.
Sunday School on 20th December will take the form of a
short Carol Service. Parents and friends are invited to join
us for this morning at 10.15. Tea, coffee and shortbread
will be served to adults afterwards, while the children go
with their teachers for juice, biscuits and activities.
There will be no Sunday School on 27th December and 3rd January. We
resume on 10th January in the Walter Nelson Hall at 10.15am.

As we launch into 2016, we ask that all members of the congregation uphold
our work in their prayers so that we may be enabled to pass on the good news
of God’s love and care to the children it is our privilege to teach.
Margaret McCreedy,
Sunday School Superintendent
Tel: 028 91464361

www.groomsportpc.com
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THERE’S A PARTY AND YOU ARE INVITED!
Next year, 2016, the Presbyterian Orphan and Children’s Society is one hundred and fifty
years old. You’re invited to join the celebrations as the Society gives thanks to God and
shows its appreciation for the support and generosity of Presbyterians in providing over
43,000 children with the opportunity to achieve their full potential.
With a history which began as the effects of the Crimean War were still being felt, the Society
has supported families through two World Wars, 40 years of ‘The Troubles’, economic boom
and bust, agricultural feast and famine and the digital revolution. During that time, legislation
has changed state family support from workhouse to welfare state and - while children are no
longer cheap labour and wage earners but important individuals and key influencers of family
spending - sadly, for some, life is still challenging and many families face difficult financial
circumstances.
The Society has always supported families directly by paying grants or making exceptional
payments to them on the recommendation of their minister, in the belief that doubt and difficulty
can be changed to hope through practical Christian care.
John McDowell died suddenly, leaving his wife, Jane, to look after their nine children.
Described as ‘quiet, hard-working and regular church attenders,’ the family not only lost their
income but also the free house provided by the farm where John worked. Worse was to come as
Samuel, the eldest son and potential bread winner, was killed in an accident. The Society paid
an annual grant for the next 12 years, allowing the remaining children to complete their
education and find employment.
For Jean, Tom and their two children, Brian and Sally, life changed when Tom, a labourer, took
seriously ill and was nursed at home by his wife for five years before his death. More calamity
befell the family, as their home was destroyed in the Belfast blitz of 1941 and they were
evacuated to the country. In this case the family were supported until Jean remarried.
Mary Newell’s husband didn’t come home one night. He’d emptied the joint bank account and
cancelled the mortgage payments. She was not medically fit to work and welfare support did not
meet the basic costs of running a home for three young children. An emergency payment met the
immediate need and Mary’s children will continue to be supported until they complete their
education.
These are the backgrounds of just 14 children of the 43,000 who have benefitted from 150 years
of support given by the Presbyterian Orphan and Children’s Society, its enthusiastic
congregational representatives and generous subscribers.
So in 2016, join with the Society in thanking God for its work and the support of subscribers and
collectors. The first date for your diary is Tuesday 10 May in Assembly Buildings, Belfast, for a
Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving conducted by the Moderator. Other events and
exhibitions are planned in the Antrim, Mid-Ulster, Dublin, Donegal and Monaghan areas, as
well as in the Linen Hall Library in Belfast. More details will be announced directly to
congregations, through stories in the church magazines and on the Society’s website:
http://www.presbyterianorphanandchildrenssociety.org/
Information distributed by The Society for inclusion in church magazines.
Note that the names in the above stories have been changed to ensure confidentiality.
www.groomsportpc.com
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PW meets on the second and fourth Monday of each month, September to April, in
the Archie Agnew Room. We had a very successful Coffee Morning in October,
raising £227.50. In early November, we hosted 80 ladies from other PW groups
and everyone enjoyed the talk on Royal Memorabilia given by Rev Derek Kerr.
The programme for the next three months is as follows:

11th January

Lighthouse Trust - Joan Bruton

15th January

Work Night for Ekwendeni

8th February

No Meeting

22nd February

Bible Study with Dr R Purce

14th March

Jesus on the Cross Billy Graham Video

21st March

AGM

We are also holding a Spring Coffee Morning

on Saturday 19th March
Please try to keep this date free and invite your friends, too!!
We look forward to your company - all new members are warmly welcomed.
Secretary: Pat Millar (9146 1888) President: Lynda Walsh (9146 9105)
A newspaper recently carried a tongue-in-cheek letter from a gentleman, who stated that he didn’t
have a computer, but had heard of Facebook and Twitter, and thought he would try to make friends in
the real world by applying the same principles.
He wrote, Every day, I walk down the street and tell passers-by what I have eaten, how I feel, what I
have done the night before… I give them pictures of my wife, my daughter, my dog, of me gardening
and on holiday… I also listen to their conversations, tell them I ‘like’ them and give them my opinion
on every subject that interests me – whether it interests them or not. The letter concludes with the
assertion that it works: I already have four people following me – two police officers, social worker
and a psychiatrist.
According to the Chief Rabbi, Ephraim Mirvis, the ancient Jewish principle of observing a Sabbath, or
day of rest, could be a potential “antidote” to the very contemporary problem of smartphone addiction:
Smartphones are encouraging people to become more narcissistic - they should carry
a health warning, he said, as he urged people, irrespective of their religious
background, to consider switching off their devices for a day, to help them “connect” to
natural human relationships again. They don’t realise that sometimes the more
connected one is the more disconnected one is, from everything that is important.
www.groomsportpc.com
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REFLECTIONS ON THE MAGNIFICAT

by Mary Erin Miller

As the Christmas season approaches this year, Mary’s Song, or The Magnificat, has been
on my heart. The Magnificat is found in the Gospel of Luke (chapter 1, verses 46-55), within
the story of Mary meeting her cousin Elizabeth, whose own child, John the Baptist, hears
Mary’s voice and “leapt within her [Elizabeth’s] womb”.
I have always identified with Mary, mostly because we share the same name but also
because she obeyed God’s plan for her life with no protest and I always wished I had that
level of faith. This year, as I prepare for the birth of a child, I remember Mary’s response in a
similar situation. I rejoice in all the nausea, pain, and worry because God has regarded my
low estate and blessed me beyond all measure.
The church I attended when I lived in Missouri had a worship leader who wrote a
paraphrase of Mary’s Song. It is my favorite version of The Magnificat.
The Magnificat by Mike Crawford
My soul magnifies the Lord
And my spirit rejoices in God, my Savior
My soul magnifies the Lord
And my spirit rejoices in God
For He has regarded my low estate (x2)
From now on all generations will call me blessed (x2)
For He who is mighty has done great things for me
For he who is mighty has done great things (x2)
And Holy - Holy is His name (x2)
Holy - Holy is Your name (x2)
He has shown strength with His arm
He has scattered the proud and has put down the mighty
And He has exalted those of low degree (x2)
And He, He has satisfied the hungry with good things (x2)
And Holy - Holy is His name (x2)
Holy - Holy is Your name (x2)
Holy - Holy is the Lamb
Holy Who was slain
He will come again
Forever He will reign

This Christmas season, we can all reflect on Mary’s Song and strive to rejoice in everything
that God calls us to do, whether that is protecting and nourishing a child, moving to a new
place, or saying good-bye to a loved one. He has done great things for all of us!

www.groomsportpc.com
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LADIES’ DAY – 17th OCTOBER 2015

by Paula Montgomery

When I first heard of the Ladies’ Day, I thought I would go along to show my support ...but only if
there wasn’t anything more exciting on the horizon! A day spent in our Church Hall from 9.30am –
4pm could turn out to be a long one.
Nothing more exciting manifested itself on that day so off I went, 9.30am on the button. Coffee and
scones in the Coffee Bar with 55 other ladies - very enjoyable, so far so good. After that, the icebreaker certainly did what it said on the tin: this game involved finding a lady to sign her name
against a statement such as “has a dog”, “can ski”, “has 3 children”, “can abseil“ or “can ride a
horse“. It would appear liberties were taken – June Kirk signed against “can speak Italian” – she
reckoned being able to say “grazie” after a recent holiday to Lake Garda qualified her for that one!
Mark from the Consumer Council ensured we know who to call with queries on transport, food,
energy or water. Generally people in NI don’t like to complain - but we should, if that means saving
money! He also enlightened us on how to save on energy bills with a simple phone call. It’s worth
visiting their website - info@consumercouncil.org.uk or calling 028 9025 1600.
OK - too much sitting down, time for a little activity. Niall Moraghan engaged many
of us in a Pilates session – it was discovered that several of these movements are
already practised in the Leisure Group on a Tuesday night! He taught us how the
importance of movement, even when remaining seated, is vital to health and wellbeing at any age.
Roger braved a room full of women and interviewed Betsy Cameron, who will be
known by many through her column in the Presbyterian Herald. Betsy originated
from USA, told of her journey through France, Africa, Donegal and Belfast, before
ending up in Banbridge, where her husband is minister of Bannside. She was
extremely humorous in her stories, and I would imagine that readership of the
Presbyterian Herald has somewhat increased!
Our local chef – Andrew Goldie, ably assisted by his father Jim - treated us to a most enjoyable lunch.
Friendships were formed around the tables and, as you can imagine, the noise levels increased in the
familiar Groomsport way.
Anyone attending conferences will know the item after lunch is referred to as ‘the graveyard shift,’
and it takes something special to keep the mind focused when, really, forty winks would be
preferable. Dr John Kelly astounded his audience with how little we prepare our brains for latter
years. “Brainfit” showed us exercises in which to engage to keep the brain fit and healthy. Simple
things, like taking up a new hobby when retired, can lessen the onslaught of
Alzheimer’s. We were so inspired by a video of nuns, many 90+ in years,
working out in the gym!
Time to move rooms again – a cookery demonstration this time in the Archie
Agnew Hall. Husband and wife – Peter and Kate from Ballymiscaw
Cookery School – entertained us so well with their wit and conversation, not
to mention showing how to throw a dinner party without sacrificing two
weeks of your life. We sampled Parmesan Lollipops, Saltimbocca Chicken,
Potato Stacks and White Chocolate Pannacotta. Not a drop was left.
And so the afternoon came to close. There was much laughter and
merriment throughout the day, and special thanks must go to Doreen and
her team for a fantastic day. Once again, Groomsport Presbyterian has come out tops, displaying all
that is good in friendship and fellowship. I am so glad my diary was free that day!
www.groomsportpc.com
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REPLACEMENT OF THE LOUVRES IN THE CHURCH TOWER
INTRODUCTION

I wonder how many of you ever had a good look at the four sets
of timber louvres high up in the church tower.
Did you realise, for example, that the louvres to the front and
those to the Bangor side of the church were in a “herringbone”
design, whereas the louvres on the Donaghadee side and the
rear elevation were straight slats?
By the time you are reading this article, however, in December
2015, hopefully the old louvres will have been replaced with
new, mock louvres and I will outline the reasons why this action has been taken, in
the following paragraphs.
THE EXISTING TIMBER LOUVRES

The main reason there were louvres in the church tower was to allow the sound of
the bell to be heard outside, but as we have not used the old bell for some
considerable time, the large open louvres are no longer necessary.
As you will remember, it was not that long ago that snow was able to enter the
inside of the tower - through these louvres; the water ran down the walls and short
circuited the electrics, resulting in a fire. There were galvanised steel deflector
plates set at an angle behind the louvres, but these were not sufficient to stop the
ingress of snow and rain, especially when the wind blows virtually horizontally.
If you had carefully examined the louvres in recent times, you would have noticed
that a considerable number of the timbers, forming the herringbone design, were
missing, having fallen to the ground. During this past summer, I found two such
pieces of timber from the louvres in the church car park and although these ‘bits of
louvre’ were not that large, (15cm long x 7.5cm wide x 2cm in thickness)
nevertheless, if they had hit someone or damaged a car, we would have had a
potential claim on our hands.
It was mainly on this Health and Safety basis, that it was decided by the Property
Committee that we should replace the existing timber louvres as quickly as possible.
For the record, we had the replacement of the old louvres scheduled for some time
in the not too distant future, but considered it wise to bring this action forward in the
circumstances. It is also obvious that the maintenance of these old, high level
timber louvres was rather difficult and it was nearly impossible to undertake any
meaningful repairs from the inside of the tower.
THE REPLACEMENT LOUVRES

Bearing in mind that there is now no need for large open louvres in the church
tower, I proposed a design for their replacement - comprising uPVC framing in
brown, to match the existing timbers, infilled with double glazed units up to the
springing of the arched openings. The relatively small arched areas above will be
louvred, both to vent the tower, but also most importantly, to allow the sound out
from the three loudspeakers connected to the electric bell.
The glazed units will contain a herringbone design to mimic the existing louvres and
because the majority of the area of the replacement units is not actually open, I
would refer to them as ‘mock louvres’.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Because the existing louvres were open, the inside walls of the tower had to withstand the
extremes of our weather over the years; and as a result some of the brickwork has suffered
and we are taking the opportunity to repair it under this contract.
THE WORK

At the time of writing this short article (mid-October 2015), the programme for the work
involving the replacement louvres is due to start during the week commencing Monday
23rd November 2015.
As there is very limited access internally within the tower, up to the level of the louvres,
most of the work will have to be carried out by external means. Extensive scaffolding
will be erected and this is expected to be in place for up to three to four weeks.
Finally, for your information, three ‘Invitations to Tender’ for this work were sent out in
early August 2015 and the successful firm is SWD Contracts Ltd of Crossgar,
Co Down.
Lowry Manson
Property Committee Convenor

A Lesson to be Learned

(and the need for a good specification!)
A painting contractor had just been awarded the contract
involving the external painting of a large church. Although he was
very pleased, he also thought to himself that he must have
submitted too low a tender and so he considered how best he
could reduce his costs.
The contractor decided that he would thin the paint - and so he
proceeded to paint the walls of this large church. When he had
finished, he sat down and admired his handywork.
However, it started to rain very heavily and the paint began to wash off the walls. The
contractor was distraught and, looking upwards to the sky, said in a loud voice, “What
have I done to deserve this?”
Then an even louder voice came from the heavens:

“REPAINT! REPAINT! AND THIN NO MORE!”
(Source unknown – submitted by Lowry Manson)

www.groomsportpc.com
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THAT’S LIFE
When you are young and full of beans,
You have big plans, but not the means;
You work hard, save every penny you can
It all goes towards your one big plan.
Then life takes a turn when you meet your soulmate That’s when all your great plans go out the gate!
There is a house, and kids, and bills to pay;
Before you know it, your hair has turned grey.
Now would seem the right time to give it a go,
Only to find your funds are too low.
Old age comes and you now have the wealth;
There’s one little snag – you now have bad health.
Life can be hard and sometimes unfair –
The best you can do is to grin and bear.
Oliver Hull

The Children’s National Guild of Courtesy
In the late 19th century, many organisations and groups were formed for the
improvement of children and young adults – including the Boys’ Brigade. Dr John
Paton, an educationalist from Nottingham, formed several of these organisations
and was also the driving force behind the Guild of Courtesy, which he founded in
1888. The aim was to “encourage a spirit of chivalry among children; to stimulate
them to be courteous; and to promote habits of neatness and cleanliness, and
purity of action and speech.”
Boys and girls aged between five and fifteen could join by paying an annual
subscription of one penny, and for another penny, they received a bronze badge of
membership. Many public schools and Sunday schools signed up to the Guild, and
once a week, its rules were read aloud; these were seen as the foundation of good
manners and were arranged under headings, such as courtesy with regard to
yourself, courtesy at home, at school, on the street, everywhere. By 1901, the Guild
had nearly 32,000 members and although it was eventually superseded by
movements such as the Scouts and Girl Guides, one feature from it – the good
manners chart – remained in classrooms long after. Teachers would use it as
part of lessons on conduct, respect, manners and honesty, and children would
repeat each rule several times. Good manners charts could be found displayed
in classrooms up to the mid–1950s.

www.groomsportpc.com

16

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 42, No 2, Christmas 2015

www.groomsportpc.com

17

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 42 No2 , Christmas 2015

A VERY ENGLISH WRITER
by
Derek Drysdale

As Christmas approaches, so too does the annual dilemma – what to get the person who has
everything. Well, forget about perfume and scarves and “hideous tie so kindly meant.” I
have another suggestion.
One of the serendipitous discoveries of my retirement years is the writer P.G. Wodehouse.
He was born in Guildford, Surrey in 1881 and, having moved to the USA soon after the
Second World War, he died in New York in 1975. Although he took out joint British –
American citizenship, Wodehouse’s writing – like the poetry of John Betjeman – is
quintessentially English.
So, if you are not familiar with Pelham Grenville Wodehouse, or Plum to his friends, I
would like to introduce you to his novels in the hope that you may derive as much pleasure
from his books as I do. They are, of course, pure escapism conducting us into an idealized
world of sunny days and happy endings. In our world of so much bad news, however, we
need to escape occasionally into something more light-hearted. In my view, there are few
greater pleasures than a warm summer evening under a shaded veranda with a cool drink, a
Wodehouse novel and drifting away for two or three hours into his utopian world.
Because Woodhouse brings to his writing a lightness of touch, some people may dismiss
him as a light-weight author. Nothing could be further from the truth; he is a very
accomplished writer. John Humphrys, the television personality, says of Woodhouse “It’s
dangerous to use the word genius to describe a writer, but I’ll risk it with him.”
I want to commend especially the Blandings novels. There are eleven novels and nine short
stories. They are set in the imaginary Blandings Castle in Shropshire, the ancestral home of
Lord Emsworth, a dotty eccentric who lives only for his flowers and shrubs and not least his
prize pig, the Empress of Blandings.
Blandings is a place of eternal summer, where the sun shines on its parks, gardens and leafy
paths. The blue skies of this cloudless Camelot are only darkened on rare days by a passing
shower, which is always just that – passing. Another English writer, Evelyn Waugh, likened
it to that original garden, from which we were expelled and to which we long to return.
Every Eden, however, has its serpent. In this particular case, the snake in the grass is the
harridan, Lady Constance Keeble, Lord Emsworth’s sister. This chatelaine of Blandings
puts the spanner in the works at every possible opportunity. She is a woman of strong
character, a humourless personality, and she is above all an aristocratic snob. But she has
her nemesis in the rebel of the family, her other brother, Sir Galahad Threepwood. She may
regard him as a blot on the escutcheon of her noble family, but she is no match for his
ability to outmanoeuvre her at every turn.
www.groomsportpc.com

18

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 42, No 2, Christmas 2015

Gally, as he is affectionately known, is “a little cock-sparrow of a man” with a warm and
sympathetic heart. In his earlier years, he had led a somewhat dissipated life style, but he is a
likeable rogue. Although now in his twilight years, he is still full of mischievous energy, and
a dapper dresser.
Indeed, as Wodehouse says, he always looks “as if he were just making ready to go to some
dance hall... from which in the quiet dawn it would take at least three waiters, two
commissionaires and a policeman to eject him.”
While most of the stories take place in this glorious estate of Blandings Castle, they also
involve frequent visits to London, where Wodehouse’s characters – even those down on
their uppers – dine in the most fashionable restaurants. The reason for this, he explains, is
because there are only two kinds of restaurant in London: “...those that make you think you
are dining in Paris and those that make you wish you were.”
You are probably beginning to get some idea of the Blandings scene and the many
fascinating characters who tread its lawns. Not least among these are the young hearts that
pursue their often tangled relationships and lovers’ assignations beside tinkling streams and
under shady nooks.
Wodehouse, of course, is not without his critics because his stories take place mainly among
the idle rich in the privileged world of the English upper class. So his more egalitarian
readers tend to view his novels with the disapproval of a Marxist watching Downton A bbey
on television. Wodehouse, however, is neither a moralist nor a social analyst; his stories are
far too frivolous for such in-depth interpretation. As the actor, Stephen Fry says, “You don’t
analyse such sunlit perfection, you just bask in its warmth and splendour.” To do otherwise,
in my opinion, is to miss the point.
Hopefully, I have whetted your appetite sufficiently to sample some of these
books. If so, I suggest you begin with Something Fresh and continue with other
stories from there. I realize, of course, that Wodehouse may not turn out to be
your cup of tea; if so, leave him aside and move on. If, however, his novels are
to your taste, then you will hold out your bowl with the memorable words of
young Oliver Twist: “Please, sir, I want some more.”

“

“

When we read a story, we inhabit it. The covers of the book are like a roof
and four walls. What is to happen next will take place within the four walls
of the story. And this is possible because the story’s voice makes
everything its own.
John Berger

“

Once you have read a book you care about,
some part of it is always with you.
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Coffee Morning 14th November 2015
Wow - what a fabulous time everyone
enjoyed at our Christmas coffee morning!
Thank you to all who came, helped and
supported - we raised £450.00. Thank you to
Peter Hilton from The Leprosy Mission assisted by his daughter, Lydia - for coming
along and bringing the ‘shop’ of Christmas
cards, gifts, books and Fairtrade goods. Their
sales totalled £275.20

Gifts for Life
Gifts for Life raises around £180,000 each year, enabling transformation
amongst individuals, families and communities affected by leprosy. All gifts are
directly linked to the projects where they are needed the most, meaning that
every penny you spend will benefit someone disadvantaged by leprosy. Gifts
range from sandals, eye surgery, goats, fruit trees, a donkey, wheelchair to
training a nurse or community youth worker. Gifts for Life brochures are
available in the vestibule.
Please remember to recycle used stamps,
empty ink cartridges and mobile phones.
Collection boxes are in the vestibule.
A date for your diary:

World Leprosy Day: Sunday 31st January 2016
Stephanie McCreedy (91478482)
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ELMSLIE UNITED CHURCH, GRAND CAYMAN
Stewart and I have recently returned from visiting our son, David, and
his wife, Judith, on the island of Grand Cayman. The flight to
Cayman from London Heathrow takes approximately eleven hours.
The Cayman Islands are a group of three islands in the Caribbean
and are overseas territory of the United Kingdom. Grand Cayman is
the largest of the three. The capital, George, is a port where cruise
ships call three or four times a week.
Overlooking the sea and the port is a little white church,
called Elmslie United Church. It is open to receive visitors
on the days the ships are in port. The United Church in
Jamaica and the Cayman Islands is made up of
Presbyterians, Disciples of Christ and Congregational
churches. Stewart and I have attended Sunday morning
service along with other visitors to the island.
The arched roof of the church is made of mahogany salvaged from shipwrecks and
constructed like the reversed hull of a ship. The island’s motto is He hath founded
it upon the seas.
In 1845, the Presbyterian Church in Jamaica attempted to send missionaries to
preach in Africa. They set out for Nigeria but were shipwrecked on reefs just off
the Cayman Islands. They discovered there was no organised church on the
islands and appealed to Presbyterian authorities in Jamaica for ministerial help.
One year later, they decided someone should go.
Rev. James Elmslie, a Scotsman working in Jamaica, volunteered to go and
establish the church. He travelled all over Grand Cayman on horseback, by boat
and on foot, planting churches - among which was the church now named after him
in George Town. The climate, and the breadth of work, took their toll on his health
and he was forced to return to Scotland in 1863, where he died in 1864, aged 68.
He has been followed by many dedicated ministers.
The present building was constructed in 1920 by Capt. Rayal Bodden, a naval
architect. This structure has weathered the category 4.9 hurricane Ivan in
September 2004. Several members of the Royal Family, including the Queen, have
worshipped here.
Mary Holland
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ON A WING AND A PRAYER

by Brian McClelland

Introduction
A few months ago, Susan Ekin, Eagle Wing’s editor, received the following email:
My name is Kaye Asbury and I live in Melbourne, Australia. My husband, Neil, and I will be travelling to
your beautiful country in mid April, 2016. While in Ireland, we plan to visit places my ancestor, Rev
Robert Blair of Bangor, 1593-1666, lived. He is my 6th great grandfather. While doing research on the
internet, I came across your Eagle Wing magazine of Groomsport Presbyterian Church. I do have some
information about Robert Blair and his time on Eagle Wing and his life… My question is would there be
somewhere in the town I could research more information about Robert’s time in Ireland. Neil and I will
be travelling to the area of Groomsport on Saturday 16th and Sunday 17th April. Thank you for your time.

Susan duly replied to Kaye with information regarding where she could conduct further research
on her illustrious ancestor. Knowing my interest in history, Susan excitedly informed me of
Kaye’s email. I was already aware that the Rev. Robert Blair had sailed on Eagle Wing in 1636
and that one of his close companions was the Rev. John McClelland from Newtownards by way
of Kirkcudbright. Now, 360 years on, lay the once unlikely prospect of a descendant of the Rev
Blair meeting a kinsman of the Rev. McClelland.

300th anniversary memorial
window, First Bangor
Presbyterian Church

The story of Ayrshire Scot, Robert Blair, is, essentially, the history of the
early Presbyterian Church in Ireland. At the invitation of James Hamilton,
lately created Lord Clandeboye, Blair was ordained in the parish of
Bangor in 1623. He organised his ministry in Presbyterian style,
appointing elders and deacons. Inevitably, this refusal to conform to the
Episcopal ceremonies led to conflict with the bishop of Down and
Dromore, Robert Echlin. Blair and other ministers were deposed and
excommunicated in November 1634.

On 8th September, 1636, another Scot, Sir
Hugh Montgomery, Viscount of the Great Ards, was buried with much
pomp and ceremony. He had played a leading role in the development
of the Scottish settlement in east Ulster in the opening decades of the
17th Century. Sir Hugh had died on 15th May, 1636, his body
embalmed until his Scottish state funeral in the plantation town of
Newtown in September. The great and the good were present at his
elaborate funeral procession and service.
Detail of window, First Bangor

Among those in attendance were the Rev. Robert Blair and Sir Robert
McClelland, created Lord Kirkcudbright by Charles I. Blair and McClelland were on their second
marriages and each was married to a beautiful daughter of the late Sir Hugh, Katherine and
Mary respectively. Both were powerful marriages, a heady mix of love and wealth for the times.
Also present was John McClelland of Kirkcudbright, headmaster of Montgomery’s “great school”
in Newtown, teacher of Latin, Greek and logic, and occasional clergyman in pulpits throughout
Down. The very next day, 9th September, Robert Blair and John McClelland set sail from
Groomsport aboard Eagle Wing for America and the prospect of religious freedom…
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The Voyage—1636
I grasped the rail and boaked again, sore sick. The swirling wind tossed the meagre
contents of my stomach back in my face. O Lord what am I doing here, being cast
about in the middle of the dark Atlantic? Am I to be like Moses, never to see the
Promised Land? Our destination is New England, but our proud little ship, Eagle
Wing, is fighting a losing battle against the mighty ocean. The roaring gale sends
one massive sea after another surging at our brave vessel. She plunges, rudderless,
in a smother of spray and rises again one more time. Lord, you answered Paul’s
cry for help when his ship was caught in a mighty tempest. I pray for your
intervention if our ship should break, that we might be carried to safety as if on
eagle wings.
Our voyage had started full of hope. The Eagle Wing, of about a hundred and fifty
tons burden, had been newly built for our purpose of stout, local, oak timber. After
much preparation for our great voyage, we loosed from Lough Fergus at
Groomsport on the 9th September 1636 to the cheers and waves, and a few tears, of
our good friends and relatives on the pier. Gliding past the Briggs rocks and the
Copeland Islands, we set a course for Loch Ryan on a deceptive, glassy sea, one
hundred and forty excited souls escaping religious persecution for a promising new
life in the “New World”, where we could live and worship according to our
consciences.
I, Robert Blair, God’s minister at Bangor Abbey, was the putative leader of the
flock. The Reverend John Livingstone of Killinchy, the Reverend Robert Hamilton
of Ballywalter, John McClelland, minister and school master from Newtownards,
and John Stewart, Provost of Ayr, were chief among the pilgrim passengers. We
were Presbyterians all, denied the freedom to worship and preach in Presbyterian
fashion by the Episcopal authorities.
At Loch Ryan we picked up extra cordage, but a contrary wind about the Kyles of
Bute delayed our progress. The master beached our craft at Bute in the belief that
she had sprung a serious leak. He was a faint-hearted man and we perceived the
leak to be in him and he was dismissed. A new master was found, who had more
experience of the Atlantic voyage. We preached to the people of Bute and in
return received gifts of apples and honey and the beet sort of bread they had to
help sustain us on our journey.
The wind sang in the taut weather rigging and the ship’s noises provided a perfect
symphony of the sea. When we passed the back of Ireland and entered the great
ocean, O what mountains, not waves, did we meet! The swellings of the sea did rise
higher than any mountains that we had seen on the earth, so that at midday they
hid the sun from our sight. The seasickness had struck me bad, as it had us all and
confined me to bed for most of the voyage. Strict water rationing forced me to
suck on roasted apples until I was urged to take some stomach water, which,
through God’s blessing, proved effectual for my health.
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Sadly, our infant son, William, had become quite ill. His mother, my darling
Katherine, and I suspected that he had contracted smallpox before the voyage
started. Mr McClelland, a most straight and zealous man, led our company in
prayer for William’s swift recovery. We were in little doubt, however, that his
condition was most serious.
The conditions between decks were throng but the passengers were able to thole
the cramped and unhygienic quarters with a cheerful and fearless demeanour.
With much fortitude, the wife of Michael Coltheard gave birth to a baby girl,
whom Mr Livingstone baptized, and called her “Seaborn”. A favourable wind
enabled Eagle Wing to plunge across the Atlantic between 300 and 400 leagues
until we were nearer the banks of Newfoundland than any part of Europe.
Then a mighty hurricane out of the northwest struck, causing us great damage.
Now we were in deep trouble. Lord, if the wind and rain are your voice, then is
it not your will that we should go to New England? One of the great master
joists, made to go across the middle of the ship, did break in two. A serious leak
had sprung beside the keel and we attempted to staunch it with taylies* of beef
and calfine** which were at hand. It was all to no avail as the leak gave us 700
strokes of water pumped with the two hour glasses. We lay at hull for days to
beat out the storm.
When the storm was at its most malevolent, the pilot came ringing his hands
and crying lamentably, “Now God have mercy upon us, for we are all gone; the
ship will not answer to the rudder, it’s either broken or driven off its hinges; but
there is no safety for us.” I tried to calm the company by telling them that the
Lord would not suffer us to perish.
My prayers for deliverance were answered when a shipwright named Andrew
Agnew, a godly passenger, stepped forward, saying, “I will venture my life for
the safety of all the rest, for if someone do it not, we are all gone for sure.” We
tied a long rope about this brave man’s middle, attached tools to his waist and
lowered him over the stern of the ship down into that maelstrom of madness
wherein lay the rudder. Despite the movement of the ship in the high wind and
cruel sea, our man laboured in God’s cloak of protection to make a successful
repair of the rudder. Thus the Lord wonderfully did deliver us out of our
deadly danger.
Now there is a decision to be made: to continue our voyage or return home?
The master and crew told us that it was impossible for them to hold out any
longer. Should we beat the current storm, there were certain to be others before
we could reach New England. After prayer, my fellow ministers and I debated
what to do. We agreed to stand to for another twenty-four hours. If, in that
time, the Lord was pleased to calm the storm and send a fair wind, we might
take it for an approbation of our advancing, otherwise we should return.
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That day and the next thereafter, the storm worsened. I was not clear in my own
mind that we should return. My companions passed the decision on to me – that if I,
after seeking God by earnest prayer, did resolve to go forward, they would do so;
otherwise we would turn sail immediately. The realization that the determination
was laid on me alone was too much, and I fell into a fit of fainting. I soon recovered
and, collectively, we concluded that it was God’s will that we should return.
Next morning at daybreak, we turned about and made good way with a main-cross
and a little fore-top sail. The crossing was rough, but at last, on the 3rd November,
Eagle Wing anchored at Lough Fergus. I resolved not to make a new attempt, seeing
the Lord had made it evident to us that it was not his will that we should glorify
him in America, he having work for us at home.
On the night we returned, our dear baby, William, died. Katherine and I were
distraught with grief and sadness. The smallpox, together with the harrowing
voyage, had weakened him considerably. Katherine had buried her father the day
before we sailed; now our son was to be committed to the soil the day after we
arrived home. My beautiful Katherine had often prayed that our little William
would not die at sea, nor be meat for sea monsters. The good Lord had answered her
prayers.
*taylies – wedges; ** calfine - wadding

Epilogue
After the voyage, Robert Blair returned to Scotland to play a significant role in the struggle of the
Presbyterian Church to resist the imposition of Anglicanism by King Charles and Archbishop
Laud. In 1644, he accompanied the Scottish Army into England as their chaplain. He was
present at Marston Moor, when the Parliamentarians and Scottish troops defeated the Royalists
during the First English Civil War. Blair met Oliver Cromwell on this occasion and described him
as “...an egregious dissembler, and a great liar. Away with him! He is a greeting devil.” In 1646,
Blair was elected Moderator of the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland. Following the
Restoration in 1660, he was forced to resign his commission by
the returning Episcopalian establishment. Blair was imprisoned
for over three years at Musselburgh and later at Kirkcaldy. He
died on 27th August, 1666, after spending his final years
preaching outdoors as a Covenanter. Blair was a charismatic
preacher, described by Donaghadee’s first Presbyterian minister,
the Rev. Andrew Stewart, as “a star of the first magnitude”. He
was one of the founding fathers of the Presbyterian Church in
Ireland.
John McClelland returned to his native Kirkcudbright, where he
was ordained as minister. He played a prominent part in the famous Scottish General Assembly
of 1638. Later in his career, under commission of the Scottish Church, he travelled back to
Ulster along with Robert Blair for a three-month term as part of a pastoral mission. McClelland, a
much respected clergyman, died in 1650.
Andrew Agnew’s repair of the rudder on Eagle Wing was so successful that the ship was able to
sail to Spain a short time later, with the same equipment.
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Summer Team 2016
As many of you know, I had the privilege to be a part of the Charlene’s Project
team in Uganda for three weeks during the summer of 2014. The team of 37
was made up of a range of ages and nationalities, which included our
Ugandan friends.
During our time there, we were involved with four main projects - Kahara Primary School,
Hidden Treasure Primary School, Acholi Quarter Bead Project and Lugogo Sports Camps.
Kahara is in a very remote area of Western Uganda. Through Charlene’s Project, a primary
school was built and functioning from 2015, along with the Community Hall and Teacher
Accommodation. The school and school life energised this wonderful community of people,
who enthusiastically encourage their children to embrace the opportunity for education
brought through the successful partnership between Charlene’s Project, Build-Africa and
the school committee. Where parents cannot afford to pay for their children’s education,
they physically contribute to the building or running of the school, and thus also gain
valuable training for themselves.
Here we also visited both Destiny Christian High School and the Jesus Cares Project. This
project supports AIDS orphans, and we left supplies and resources at both projects. We
delivered Kids’ Club Programmes, Health Promotional Workshops, Sports and Teacher
Training sessions and gave each child individual gifts of toothpaste and tooth brushes and
new clothing.
Then we moved to Hidden Treasure Primary School, a town-based school and delivered a
similar programme in the first school built through the project, to meet the needs of 600
children attending.

Acholi Quarter Bead Project in the slums
This sponsored project works with Youth Sport Uganda and the young women in an
inspiring project in the slum at Acholi Quarter, Kampala. Here women make beautiful
jewellery from recycled paper and varnish, giving hope where the alternative is to work
bare foot in the local quarry under the beating sun, breaking stones with makeshift hammers
to try and earn a little to survive. It is mind-blowing. This was one of my lasting memories of
poverty.
We also delivered Kids’ Club Programmes to the children in the slum, and distributed
clothes and shoes around some of the simple, closely packed homes and in the quarry
itself, as well as holding health talks. The project supplied sewing machines to allow the
women to develop new skills.

Lugago Sports Camp
Again, we worked in partnership with Youth Sports Uganda in the delivery of Sports Camps
for primary-age children and each day there were over 1,000 primary school children in
attendance.
www.groomsportpc.com
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I was able to be part of this team because of the generous donations from the Session of
the church and generosity of the congregation - financially, supporting our coffee morning,
and in contributing to the container of goods we took out for distribution.

I am so excited to share with you that I have been invited to join the team of 2016. Because
of the friendships I made and the passion I have towards this area of work, it has been a
‘no-brainer’ that my answer has been yes! I have already started my countdown – not sure
about Mum and her worry head!! I really feel that I am called to continue to build on the
friendships made in 2014 and to learn more of the work that we can assist with in Uganda
and other less developed countries.
Many of you know that I so want to train to be a nurse and I believe that the opportunity that
has been given to me for June and July 2016 offers me another exciting chance to deliver
healthcare training and first aid experience, as well as demonstrating the love and
compassion of Christ. I just cannot wait! I now believe I understand why Charlene Barr
said:
“I want to make a difference in Uganda”
The trip will not be without risks and struggles, one of the reasons the team were unable to
go last year; and for the team, I pray God will empower and protect us in our preparations
and time in Uganda. I said in my last article that I would return in a heartbeat – well my
heart is beating from now.
Catherine Poxon

A BRIEF UPDATE ON OUR GIVINGS FOR THE YEAR TO DATE
Our FWO is down by 1.4%, while our Mission Fund is down by 3%, our Property
Fund is down by 0.5% and we are in the middle of spending £14000-00 on the
tower.
As Treasurer, I would ask all members to consider their contributions prayerfully
and if able, increase their givings in the run-up to the year-end.
John Boyd
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New wholesome menu now
being served - light snacks to hearty meals

 Newly Refurbished Bistro

with exciting new Lunch and
Dinner Bistro Menus
available

Panoramic views over Groomsport and
Belfast Lough

 Family friendly restaurant

All major sporting events
televised on the Big Screens including
football, rugby etc.

with Colouring, DVDs and
Gameboys available for the
kids

Late bar with live entertainment every
weekend

 Gordons Suite available for

private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and
any other family gathering


Two function rooms available for private hire
for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any other family
gathering

Tel: 9146 4229

SUITE

We offer a "hands on", holistic
approach to physiotherapy
For treatment and management of:
neck, back and spinal problems;
sports injuries;
rheumatological conditions and
fibromyalgia;
arthritis and joint conditions;
neurological conditions;
musculoskeletal problems and pain
FREE Counselling service
Pilates classes
5 Balloo Court, Bangor
BT19 7AT
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All work carried out by tradesmen.

BATHROOM DESIGN
Tel: 028 4277 2891
obile: 07850 464830

Telephone 028 9145 4006 or
Mobile 07702 330584 (Ken)
Mobile 07936 885051 (Mark)
Email: rkennethlindsay@btinternet.com

Email: info@cliffordbrownbathrooms.co.uk
Leaking showers repaired professionally

www.groomsportpc.com
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KNYSNA NEWS
Dear Groomsport Congregation,
We embrace you with God's love, just as you have embraced us with his love. Thank you
for the wonderful gift that you sent to us through Hazel and Stanley. I know I speak for
the whole congregation when I say that we are most grateful and touched by your
generous gesture. This gift of R10,000 will certainly be used to further God’s mighty work
in our congregation through our outreach programs. I give our loving and gracious Lord
all the glory for placing our needs on your hearts for this, your most generous gift.
On Sunday 18th October 2015, Stanley and Hazel presented our church with
your gift of R10,000. Tom and I had also arranged a Sunday Lunch for our
church family - a very special lunch, mind you! Tom found a recipe of the real
McCoy of an Irish Stew and he catered for 100 of God's people. We as a
congregation, with friends and families, had an Irish lunch to memorize our
trip to Ireland, but the highlight was to introduce Groomsport Presbyterian
Church to our small but loving congregation.
To make this service even more special, Wayne our pastor - thought that we would
combine the Irish luncheon with a 'bring a friend service'. Every pew was
filled to capacity in our tiny Church. The day started with greeting our
congregation and meeting their friends and family as they arrived. There
seemed to be a feeling of anticipation of great things to happen. The
congregation was met with the music of The Rose of Tralee, played by Gill
Poynton, our pianist and organist, who was accompanied by her orchestra,
the Oakhill Strings.
Wayne van Heerden, our Pastor, delivered a wonderful service. The message was all
about the grace of God, how freely his grace is bestowed on us when we love and adore
him and accept his Son, our Lord Jesus, and his helper, the Holy Spirit, into our hearts.
This service touched the congregation in the most wonderful, blessed way. Stanley
presented your most gracious gift and expressed that, across the seas, there was a
congregation in Ireland - called Groomsport - that prayed for us and that Knysna was
becoming a well-known name amongst the folk there. The friends and family members of
our members present were in awe, one could hear the ripple of gratitude run through the
church. There were some who were so touched that it brought tears to their eyes.
Yours Truly presented the following testimony of how I believe the Lord works through us
and, by being obedient, great things are achieved.
A testimony of miracles in our little church in Knysna
We have been praying for miracles in our church. For our church to grow with the love of
the Lord and to grow with a congregation that really loves the Lord. I stand here before
you boldly and declare that I believe that Hazel and Stanley have listened to the inner
voice of God our Father. Hazel and Stanley, I would like to thank you both sincerely without your encouragement, drive and willingness, this gift you are bringing to us from
Groomsport would not have been possible.
www.groomsportpc.com
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I believe our little church is going to experience more and more miracles, with people like
Hazel and Stanley, through the love of our Father God, laying upon their hearts what they
must do for His purpose to be realised. All this was laid upon your hearts
and you followed through, you saw the need and made it happen.
I am just so grateful that we met that first day, three years ago, and we
have surely grown from strength to strength, getting to know each other
and building a strong friendship full of love and caring. Thank you both for
being you.
By the Grace of our Lord Jesus we go.
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
After the service, we all adjourned to the Church Hall to drink a cup of tea and to meet the
visiting folk, while Tom put the finishing touches to his Irish stew. While the folk were
enjoying their meal, a slide show of all the photos that we took of our trip to Ireland
played, with Irish songs in the background. We had photos of Groomsport Church and thus
were able to introduce the folk to your church in a very special way. It was a meal enjoyed
by all and we made a special memory.
Thank you to all the congregation of Groomsport; thank you, Hazel and Stanley. You have
opened special doors for us that will bless us to bless others and we ask that you may also
be blessed in a very special way. Lee, and the congregation of Knysna Presbyterian Church

The Work of Christmas
When the song of the angels is stilled,
When the star in the sky is gone,
When the kings and princes are home,
When the shepherds are back with their flock,
The work of Christmas begins:
to find the lost,
to heal the broken,
to feed the hungry,
to release the prisoner,
to rebuild the nations,
to bring peace among brothers,
to make music in the heart.
Howard Thurman

www.groomsportpc.com
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STOREHOUSE NORTH DOWN
For several years, our congregation has been involved in collecting food
items and cleaning products to donate to Storehouse, which exists to
serve families and individuals, throughout the North Down area, who are
in difficulties and have nowhere to turn. Storehouse works in partnership
with many different charities and agencies which help people in such situations,
thus ensuring that this form of aid reaches those who are most genuinely in need.
For many, just getting by is a struggle under ‘normal’ circumstances – but when a
crisis hits, such as redundancy, illness, homelessness, finding the next meal can be
almost impossible; they can then become trapped within seemingly endless cycles
of poverty. Storehouse exists to help break these cycles by
providing emergency food packages for a set period of time;
alongside its partners, it also offers long-term solutions, with the aim
of helping people move beyond the need for short-term support,
and of preventing dependency.
It is important that we continue to donate the goods required; there
are also opportunities to volunteer at the local centre, or to give
financially – remembering to boost any monetary giving through
Giftaid if you can. Storehouse’s promise is that one hundred per
cent of any item donated – whether food or money – will be used
to help vulnerable people in our community find hope and a better
future. A new leaflet has been produced, which contains a form to
complete if you wish to support the work of Storehouse financially.

Full information about the work of Storehouse, and the items needed for the food
hampers, can be found on the website
http://www.storehousenorthdown.com/

Storehouse North Down
9 Enterprise Road

tel: 07526 541168
info@storehousenorthdown.com

To allow the hungry to remain hungry would be
blasphemy against God and one’s neighbour,
for what is nearest to God is precisely the need of
one’s neighbour.

www.groomsportpc.com
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INTERN UPDATE
This edition of ‘Intern Update’ is brought to you by Intern 2005 and 2008!
That's right, Steven (Good) and I have crossed paths in the most unique of
places. As many of you know, Dr. Purce received a doctorate in ministry
and his influence is still seen in our lives. Both Steven and I are pursuing our doctorate of
ministry from Fuller Theological Seminary. And there I was, sitting in class in southern
California, ready for my first day of lecture, and up comes this familiar face, asking "Wait,
didn't you serve at Groomsport?" We had a great lunch time together, swapping stories of
Ulster Rugby and favourite meals at different Groomsport family homes. I hope you know
that, even after our time there, both Steven and I still have such great memories and can
attribute a life-changing influence to our time there. We are both set to finish in 2019, but
Steven let it slip that he's probably going to beat me to the finish line and finish early.

Outside of running into other interns in the most unlikely of places, life is going well for the
Nix family. I am really loving my new Methodist church. The congregation is
doing great and is very supportive, and my daughter already has a reputation for
dancing in the aisle during the hymns. Eric is doing a fantastic job as a stay-athome dad. And (our) Steven is still a little big man who loves to smile and is
dangerously close to standing up on his own. Elizabeth has a new favorite
holiday - Halloween! In addition to wearing her favorite Cinderella dress, she
would meet random people who would give her candy just for saying "trick or
treat"! If you have seen the Disney movie, Cinderella, you will understand
Steven's outfit - he is Gus Gus the mouse. Which, of course, makes Eric the
Prince Charming of the family. And me, I decided to be the
fairy godmother rather than the wicked stepmother.
Eric and I still talk about our dream of coming to visit you. I think more
of it is fueled by a desire to get away from the kids for a while :) I joke,
we love our kids and are so proud of who they are becoming! I hope all
is well in Groomsport.
Katie (rev.katie.nix@gmail.com)

GUARDIANS OF ANCORA
Scripture Union has developed an award-winning computer game for children aged
8-11, acknowledging that, in reality, children today have very few opportunities to
hear about Jesus and explore the Bible for themselves. Guardians of Ancora will be
expanded regularly to include new Bible stories, and on 30th November of this
year, the Ancora Christmas Quests were launched, in which children can
experience, for example, Mary meeting Gabriel and Joseph’s encounter with an
angel. The hope is that children will really engage with the game and keep coming
back to it – after all, this could be the way in which children worldwide will
experience the Bible for years to come.
The Guardians of Ancora series is free to download in various formats from
www.guardiansofancora.com
www.groomsportpc.com
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Greetings from the Irmer Family
Wow, how time is flying by! After departing Groomsport only three
months ago, a lot has taken place (both on our end and on yours).
After an initial whirlwind couple of weeks, where we were both
visiting family members and having interviews with different
congregations, we felt strongly that God was calling me to accept
the position to be the next minister at Slackwood Presbyterian
Church. It is a small congregation located in Lawrenceville, New
Jersey, with a beautiful wee sanctuary and a diverse and friendly
group of people. This allows for a traditional form of vibrant and
joyful worship each Sunday. I lead worship and preach every other
Sunday and am getting to know everyone on a first-name basis.
Accepting this call has allowed me the opportunity to finish up my
schooling at Princeton Theological Seminary and be close to friends that we have in
Central New Jersey (plus it’s a quick Belfast - Newark flight away for you all to come visit
and stay with us!!!)
Recently I finished my midterms and only have final exams remaining in December; Amelia
celebrated another birthday; Alison is continuing to adjust to a new school at Slackwood
Elementary School (she really misses her Groomsport friends), and Dobbie (our dog) is
enjoying chasing squirrels in her new, big back yard. The Autumn colours have also been
spectacular this year and we’re enjoying the warm weather while it lasts.
We are completely settled into the manse and could not be happier with our living situation.
It is filled with pictures, paintings, books, and other various gifts that constantly remind us of
your generosity, our many friendships, and the unforgettable year that we had in Northern
Ireland. Please forgive us for not being in better contact but we have simply not had time to
keep in touch the way we originally anticipated (our contact information is listed below and
we would love to hear from you). There are many things that we miss, and spending time
with you all - having tea and bikkies - together is just one of them (Amelia says she misses
all the good craic!) I must sadly let you know that Alison lost her wee Donaghadee accent
after our first week back. Too many people couldn’t understand her or couldn’t keep a
straight face while listening to her talk.
I am excited about the coming months and all that lies ahead. My ordination service is
scheduled to take place at my home church in San Diego on December 20th, while my
installation service will be held at Slackwood Presbyterian on January 10th. It should be a
lovely celebration for our church and for our family. Come 2016, I will transition from being
half-time to the full-time minister. There is so much to be grateful for! Let us continue to
pray for one another over these coming months and years, as changes, challenges, and
exciting opportunities come our way.
All the best,
Ryan, Amelia, Alison & Dobbie
New address: 719 President Ave., Lawrenceville, NJ 08648
Email: irmer@me.com Phone: +011 6095991236
Christmas is not an event within history but
is, rather, the invasion of time by eternity.
(H von Balthasar)

www.groomsportpc.com
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From Jared and Elaine
Dear Groomsport PC! Since my time with you five years ago,
my life has been filled to the brim with wonderful, difficult,
exciting, terrifying, and absolutely beautiful things. I have felt
God’s blessing in my life in so many ways; from my first call to
the First Presbyterian Church in Stamford New York, in the
Catskill mountains, to when I got married to Elaine Gourley, the
girl I met when I was interning at Groomsport, to when the PCI
graciously allowed me to take up an assistantship at West
Church in Ballymena, God has been directing my steps and
filling up my life with wonderful things.
We left Stamford in May of this year. It was difficult to move on,
change jobs, leave friends, and start at a new church, but it was all in God’s time, and
God’s plan. The assistant position opened up just at the right time, Elaine was offered a job
on the same day that I was told of mine. She is now working at a recruiting company called
Specialisterne that specializes in finding employment for people who have Autism.
I was at the Stamford church for nearly four years. It was a joint call with the SUNY Delhi
Campus minister, so I was working as a campus minister and as the solo minister of a
small rural church. Stamford is a beautiful place, tucked away in the mountains, a perfect
place for a holiday, a place to relax and enjoy the beauty of God’s creation. It is high in the
mountains and, although I was expecting snow and cold weather, in my first year, I had
friends visiting me in October, and we were all very surprised when it began to snow. The
snow kept going and coming again till May, which is lovely…for a time…but by the end of
February, it gets a bit much.
Elaine and I got married two years ago, and so for nearly two years, she has been living in
the US. She even got her Green Card. We were both surprised at how reluctant and
puzzled the Border Protection staff were when we tried to give it back. They seemed
genuinely shocked that anyone would ever want to give up the right to live in the US, but I
suppose they've never been to Northern Ireland. I think they would have understood better
if they had ever had an Ulster Fry …
We are both happy to be near to family. Even though we were living in the States, we were
still a good 12-hour drive from my family, and about the same length of time, by plane, from
Elaine’s. Ballymena is just a short run for us now, and we love being able to be more active
in the family again. We are also able to see my family about the same amount. As a matter
of fact, as I’m writing this, we are flying out tomorrow morning to be home in Michigan for
Thanksgiving.
I have been serving here in Ballymena since May. It has been a great experience. This is a
wonderful church and I am enjoying working as a member of staff. I will be at this post for
two years and, at the end of that, I hope to search for a call at a PCI church. I’ve also been
given some classes to take at Union, so that I can get to know the inner workings of the
PCI better, meet some of the ministers, and familiarize myself more with the cultural
context of the church in Northern Ireland. I have been enjoying the classes, especially now
that I have finished my last essay for the semester.
I hope to attend worship in Groomsport at some point, and if any of you find yourself in
Ballymena, please be sure to say hi! My number is: 07983 313493
God bless, Elaine and Jared
Email: impecablej@hotmail.com

www.groomsportpc.com
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Merry Christmas!
It was wonderful to spend a couple of Sundays with you in
October. Thank you so much for your hospitality toward me and my
three friends, as we studied together. We had a wonderful three weeks
together studying spiritual communities in Iona, Scotland; Taizé, France;
Corrymeela (Ballycastle), and the sites of ancient communities in
Northern Ireland and Ireland. Our group is still processing together what
we learned, but here are two things that have stood out to us at this point:
1) Understanding our work as worship. In Iona, the rhythm of
daily life includes worship at 9:00 am and 9:00 pm. Unlike
most worship services you will find, however, the 9:00 am
worship service intentionally does not have a benediction. The
Iona community puts a lot of stress on the work of your day
being part of the worship you offer to God, and so there is no
benediction at the 9:00 am service because your worship is not
yet done - because you have not yet done the work of the day. When worship was over,
we immediately went to our chores toward the upkeep of the abbey, and there were
other times of labor throughout the day. At the 9:00 pm service, there was always a
benediction, because at the end of the day our work was done and our time worshipping
in the abbey was done. The benediction was a formal way to close our day.
While I know that everything we do in life is an act of worship to God, I was grateful to be
brought back to the concept of work as worship. I believe it is easy for us to
compartmentalize our life - worship on Sunday in the church, work during the week, time
with friends and family, vacation time, and so on. Yet everything we do is an act of
worship. All of what we do and who we are we give to God in worship. How does
reframing our work as worship reframe how we view and understand the work that we
do? For us as pastors, we have been asking ourselves how we help our congregation in
this reframing. We speak often about our work being not a job, but a vocation, and that is
a helpful start for many people, but is there more than we can do to help all of us see all
the rhythms of our daily life as worship?
2) Sending as an important element of hospitality. In light of Roger's retirement
announcement, thinking about "sending" is something that I'm sure is on your mind this
year. Our group knew, going into our trip, that hospitality was an essential component for
the communities that we were visiting. As we reflected before the trip on the concept of
hospitality, we often reflected on how we first welcome people into a community and
how we show hospitality while we are in community together. What we didn't think to
reflect on was how the sending of someone from a community is just as important to the
hospitality of a community. When we were in Iona, we concluded our week together with
a final worship service that was a 'sending service,' which contained beautiful liturgy back
and forth between those leaving the community that day and those staying, thanking
each other for their part in the community and blessing each other as they stayed or
departed. The whole community then walked down to the docks to see off those people
who were leaving. When they greeted us, they were strangers, but when we left they
www.groomsportpc.com
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were friends. They didn't merely walk us down and drive our luggage down, but they also
stayed with us until the boat came, talking to us and caring for us. As we boarded the
boat, they stayed there wishing us well, and as the boat left the dock, they waved to us
until we were out of view. They were caring and showing hospitality to us until our final
moments, and it left us believing that we had been a significant part of the community
that week, knowing that we had been blessed, and yearning to return.
In Taizé, our group was befriended by a German man named Karl. He had been to Taizé
many times before, and this was the first time that he had come alone. He took it upon
himself to show us around the community of Taizé and around
the village of Taizé, sharing with us his inside knowledge. During
our three worship services each day, Karl would generally sit in a
different part of the sanctuary from the four of us. However,
when we had to leave early on our last day, he sat with us at
noon worship. After worship, he walked with us to our bus stop,
no doubt missing lunch to do this, and stayed with us at the bus
station until the bus came. He helped us load our bags onto the
Interior, Church of the
bottom of the bus, as the driver was hurrying us on board, and he stayed
Reconciliation, Taizé
waving good-bye to us until our bus was driving down the street. We were
cared for and shown hospitality until our final moments in the community. These two
send-offs were so memorable to us that we have spent time reflecting together about
how we send people from community. How do you say good-bye to church members
who move away? How does a congregation say good-bye to a pastor? How, as pastors,
do we say good-bye to our congregations? When we have an event at the church, do we
put as much time into thinking about how we end the event and send people home, as we
do about how we welcome them when they first walk through the doors? We are
prayerfully thinking through this, and thinking about how it will change the work that we
do in our congregations.
There is so much more for us to learn and glean from our trip, and I'm grateful that you
could all play a part in it. We loved worshiping with you at Harvest, and I enjoyed a
second week with you when I took a week of vacation on my own, after my friends had
gone home. We are all appreciative to Roger, who took time with us on the afternoon of
Harvest Sunday to talk about ministry in the PCI, and pastoral case studies: my friends
were very interested to see the similarities and differences between worship in
Groomsport and worship in their own congregations, and to learn some of the similarities
and differences between the PCUSA and the PCI.

As I write this, we are about to celebrate Thanksgiving. I feel a bit spoiled getting
to celebrate both Harvest and Thanksgiving this year, and soon enough we will
be fast into our Advent season. How wonderful it is to reflect each year on the
coming of our Savior. I never fail to marvel that our God would enter into the
messiness of human life, all out of love for us. As we celebrate Advent and
Christmas this year, may the wonder of what God did that first Christmas be as
new and fresh to us as if we were hearing the story for the first time.
God's peace and blessing to you in this Christmas season,
Christa
christa.brewer@alum.ptsem.edu
www.groomsportpc.com
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TOO GOOD TO BE TRUE…
Be scam alert!
Are you receiving large amounts of mail on a regular basis? Do some of
these letters tell you that you have won a prize, or are due a refund?
In October, the media reported the case of vulnerable 80-year-old, Alan Bower, who was
bombarded with hundreds of letters over many years. Lured into the murky world of the
scammers by the prospect of cash bonuses which he hoped would fund private health
care, the wheelchair-bound pensioner paid out large sums of money to fake companies all
around the world. He received various useless ‘medications’ in return, but it seemed that
each time he responded to a bogus letter, the volume of mail increased, until Alan was
receiving up to 500 a week, plus telephone calls, had handed over a staggering £55,000
and run up £30,000 in credit card debts. As the problem grew massively out of control,
Alan became increasingly ashamed and felt unable to tell anyone. The scale of the
harassment only came to light when Alan spent a month in hospital, and carers found three
rooms in his home, filled with bags and boxes overflowing with correspondence from
fraudsters.
Trading Standards officials are investigating these conmen – and women - whom they
describe as ‘despicable’, and urging banks and post offices to help, if possible, to stop this
kind of scam ruining the life of another elderly person. Alan’s bank supplied him with
two cheque books at a time to cater for the huge number of cheques he was writing,
but did not question why; meanwhile his life savings were ebbing steadily away.
Trading Standards managers encourage everyone to be aware of the risks for elderly
or vulnerable people they know; the average age of victims is 74 and to date, 10,843
individuals across the UK have each lost an average of £1,184.
Scammers are clever; their calls, letters, texts – even visits – can seem genuine, so be on
the alert. Here are some examples of common scams:
Lottery and Prize draw letters – claiming that you have won a large sum of money
Catalogue Scams (letters or calls) - these offer all types of merchandise and ‘guarantee’
a prize if you place an order; they may send goods, but they never send the prize
Religious Scam letters - claiming that the sender is undertaking missionary work, and
requesting prayer and money
Banks and Building Society Scams - scammers pretend to be contacting you on behalf
of your bank or building society, claiming to have noticed suspicious activity in your
account
Clairvoyants - letters often warn you of imminent danger and request money for a lucky
charm or for a ritual to be performed
Payment Protection Insurance (PPI) - you may be informed in a phone call that you are
due a PPI refund, and you could be asked to visit a local shop to pay an administration fee
- or for your bank account details
Investment Scams - victims are told via letter, e-mail or phone call that, if they invest in
land, property, shares, even wine, they are guaranteed to make a large sum of money.
www.groomsportpc.com
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All of these approaches can seem authentic and are often backed up by fake websites and
official-looking paperwork. Fraudsters sometimes even warn victims to beware of scams!
They create a sense of urgency, which encourages people to respond quickly to avoid
losing out – and often means that they don’t read through the information carefully.
Secrecy is used to make the ‘winners’ feel protected – and less likely to tell even family
and friends; an apparently personal, targeted approach also makes people feel special.
Some letters appear to have been handwritten and, therefore, more genuine. The
amounts offered as prize money seem feasible – or the administration fees requested
are very small, making the whole operation seem reasonable.
It’s easy to be taken in by such professional con artists but there are things you can do:
Read the small print on any documentation you receive, make sure you understand it all before
agreeing to anything – and don't rush into decisions, or agree to offers or deals straight away
Don't be taken in by apparent authenticity - check legitimacy by asking for full contact details,
including the street address and local telephone numbers
Try dialling a number back, if you are suspicious of the call
Never pay for a 'free' gift or reveal any personal information; this will be used to bombard you
with future scams
Log directly on to a website that you are interested in, rather than clicking on links provided in
an email
Trust your gut instinct – there are no guaranteed get-rich-quick schemes and as the saying goes,
if it sounds too good to be true, it usually is.
Contact Trading Standards on 0300 123 62 62 or email tss@detini.gov.uk for advice, or if
you think you may have been the victim of a scam.
Consumerline offers free consumer advice: call on 0300 123 62 62 or visit the
website at www.consumerline.org
The Police Service of Northern Ireland has also produced a very helpful anti-fraud advice
booklet, The Little Book of Big Scams, originally published by the Metropolitan Police and
described as ‘an exceptional crime prevention tool’; this can also be downloaded from the
PSNI website at
http://www.psni.police.uk/psni_little_book_of_big_scams_online 29 11 12 pdf

♦ REMEMBER: NEVER GIVE YOUR BANK ACCOUNT DETAILS TO ANYONE ♦

You can buy food, but not appetite; medicine but not health; knowledge but not
wisdom; glitter but not beauty; fun but not friends; leisure but not peace. You can
have the husk of everything for money, but not the kernel.
Anne Garborg
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Carols by Candlelight
Sunday 20th December
at 7.00pm
FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Friday 25th December

10.30am

Christmas Day Family Service

Sunday 27th December

11.30am

Morning Worship
No Evening Service

Sunday 3rd January

11.30am

New Year Communion Service
No Evening Service

He is
Lord of Lords and
Kings of Kings
Revelation 17:14

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Saturday 16th January

10.30am Choir Coffee Morning

Wednesday 27th January

1.00pm

Friendship Lunch

Wednesday 24th February

1.00pm

Friendship Lunch

Wednesday 2nd March

7.30pm

Congregational AGM

Saturday 19th March

10.30am PW Coffee Morning
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