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The Eagle Wing was the first emigrant ship to leave Ulster for America. She sailed
from Groomsport in September 1636, carrying 140 Presbyterians in search of a
life free from persecution in the New World. Fearful weather, however, forced
them to return home after two months at sea. Although she did not reach her
destination, the Eagle Wing became the inspiration for others to make their
attempts and since those days, several million people have left our shores,
taking with them their culture and traditions. These cultural links with America
are celebrated each year at the North Down Eagle Wing Festival in July.
Our church magazine takes its title from this significant piece of local history. In
2002, Jennifer Hulme, a member of the congregation and well known local
artist, created the cover design, which strikingly depicts the symbols of the wing,
sail and cross.

“We seek to be a welcoming community of God's people

We believe our mission is to hear and share His Word and
to reflect God's unconditional love - as we proclaim
and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ
and strive to be a welcoming, serving and reconciling
community."
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Letter from the Manse
In the year 387, an old preacher climbed into his pulpit in Antioch on Easter
Sunday. It had been a hard year for the city. Another hard year. Food was in short
supply and taxes had been raised again. Out of desperation, the people took to the
streets in riots. In response to the rebellion, Rome conscripted most of the men to fight
in distant wars to the north, while women and children remained behind to scavenge
for food. The people despaired, believing their lives would never improve. Then they
came to hear their preacher, John Chrysostom, say the following: “Your resignation
assumes that God is dead. Do not be so certain. He who has embraced death, has
defeated its power over us. He who went down to hell liberated every city held captive
by hell’s despair. Christ is risen! Open the doors of your comfortable despair that the
great storms of hope may blow life into us once again.”
Over 1600 years ago, John Chrysostom defined the attitude to life of the people of his
day as ‘comfortable despair’. I think we also often share that outlook on life. The
disciples certainly despaired
on the first Easter day. They had
been at the cross. They had
seen Jesus die. We, too, believe in
“It
is
what
we
death. It confronts us all the
time because death comes at the
believe about the you believe the story ends affects
end of every story. The way
the way you live the rest of it. resurrection that This is why we work so hard to
achieve our dreams before it is
too late. We believe death ends
determines how
every story - but the
resurrection not only challenges
we
live.”
that view, it destroys it
completely. And it challenges
our assumption that we just
have to cope with whatever comes
our way – and make the best of it – for that is just how life is and it will never be any
different.

“

It is what we believe about the resurrection that determines how we live. If you believe
in resurrection, then you get to live the rest of your life with this earthearth-shattering
thing called hope. There is still hope for the very situations that all of us face that we
declare hopeless and say will never change. If you believe that Jesus rose from the
dead, you have hope and hope changes the way we live. If, on the other hand, the story
of Jesus ends in the tomb, we have no option but to believe that all we can do in life is
cope as best we can. We have nothing and no one else to rely on except ourselves. That
is what the disciples believed as they made sure the door of the room in which they hid
left--over fish
was securely locked. Then Jesus stood amongst them, shared in some left
and told them he would be with them always. Despite their difficulties and doubts,
they came to believe and life was never the same again.
Happy Easter,

www.groomsportpc.com
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CONGREGATIONAL RECORD
BAPTISMS

22 January 2012
11 March 2012

Hollie, Ellis & Summer McWhinney, 19 Springwell Road
Ashley McWhinney, 19 Springwell Road, Groomsport

No marriage—just one baptism so same space

“The promise is to you and to your children”
New members

Mr K Skelton, 11 Bangor Road, Groomsport (14)
Mr & Mrs R McWhinney, 19 Springwell Road, Groomsport (6)
Dr & Mrs D Irwin, Cherry Tree Cottage, 8 Bangor Road, Groomsport (14)
Mr M Black & Miss L Pritchard, 22 Bridgelea Crescent, Conlig (31)
Mr & Mrs J Swift, 33 Lord Wardens Crescent, Bangor (28)
We warmly welcome these new members to our fellowship, assuring them

of our interest and seeking from them their active support.
DEATHS

16 December 2011
2 January 2012
19 January 2012
19 January 2012
16 February 2012
23 February 2012

Mr J Robinson, 199 Ballywalter Road, Millisle (20)
Mrs P Crawford, 221 Donaghadee Road, Bangor (23)
Mr R Morrow, 58 Worcester Avenue, Bangor (30)
Mr A Moulson, Ballymaconnell Nursing Home (9)
Miss M Hegan, 44 Brunswick Manor, Bangor (29)
Mrs M Mackie, 44 Rodney Park, Bangor (26)

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord”
MARRIAGES

15 December 2011

James Taylor to Gillian Wood, (77 Craigdarragh
Road, Helen’s Bay)

“Except the Lord build the house, they labour in vain that build it”
Know therefore that the Lord your God is God; he is the faithful God,
keeping his covenant of love to a thousand generations of those
who love him and keep his commands.
Deuteronomy 7:9
USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Princeton Intern

Lisa López

Church Office

Tues, Wed & Fri 9.00-1.00

www.groomsportpc.com
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9146 8377 (Note new number!)
lisamagaly@gmail.com
9146 2552
gportpc@googlemail.com
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News from the Pews ...
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EAGLE WING

EDITORIAL

The Magazine of
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church

We are delighted that feedback about our Christmas Eagle Wing - the
first printed in colour - has been very positive, so we hope you will
continue to enjoy the new look. Moving now towards Easter, we have
plenty of articles for you, including reports on the pantomime; mouthwatering recipes; up-to-date discussion of issues hitting the headlines;
Princeton news; local history; relevant, helpful thoughts from our
ministers on how anchoring ourselves in prayer and biblical truth can
transform how we live, helping us face the many challenges of the 21st
century.

Vol. 37 No.2
Christmas 2010
eagle.wing@hotmail.co.uk
______

EAGLE
WING
EDITOR
Ekin of
TheSusan
Magazine
(028)
91451536
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church
ADVERTISING
Vol. 91462552
38 No.3
(028)
Easter
2012
Circulation 1400
per year
Cost
£25
pa
eagle.wing@hotmail.co.uk
Three
Issues
______
Spring, Autumn, Christmas
EDITOR
____
Susan Ekin
USEFUL
CONTACT
(028) 91451536
DETAILS
ADVERTISING
Minister
(028)
91462552
Rev
Dr Roger
Purce
Circulation
1400 per year
(028) 91464259
Cost £25 pa
rpurce@googlemail.com
Three issues
Clerk of Session
Spring, Autumn, Christmas
Billy McCreedy
____
(028) 91464361
USEFUL
CONTACT
Sunday
School
DETAILS
Margaret McCreedy
(028)
91464361
Minister
Rev
Dr
Roger
Purce
Organist & Choirmaster
(028)
91464259
John
Ekin
rpurce@googlemail.com
(028) 91451536
johnlekin@hotmail.com
Clerk of Session
Billy McCreedy
Church
Secretary
(028) 91464361
Pamela
Murray
(028)
91462552
Sunday
School
gportpc@googlemail.com
Margaret McCreedy
(028) 91464361
Organist & Choirmaster
John Ekin
(028) 91451536
johnlekin@hotmail.com
Church Secretary
Pamela Shaw
(028) 91462552
gportpc@googlemail.com
www.groomsportpc.com

There’s a real skill in distilling ideas into a brief article or talk - it’s not
all that easy to convey in limited words or time the essence of what you
want to say. Some people are highly skilled at composing, for example,
the five-minute Pause for Thought, or writing the accurate précis;
maybe some political, educational and business leaders, among
others, should make a study of this art! If you can, go online and watch
The Porcelain Unicorn http://www.porcelainunicorn.com/ - an amazing
little film which won a recent competition (and it's easy to see why).
Entries had to be no more than three minutes long, present a story and
contain a maximum of six lines of dialogue. Much longer feature
movies have left far less lingering impact than those three minutes.
Driving to work the other morning, I wasn’t really concentrating on the
radio until I heard the presenter announce a feature in which listeners
were invited to submit their attempts at a ‘five-word short story’. Just
five words! I turned up the volume and paid attention; soon, via all the
current instant communication methods, responses began to come in
to the broadcasting studio - here are just a few:






And then I woke up
New puppy, soft furnishings, curtains!
Everyone lived happily ever after
The weekend was too short
Start, middle, end, that's it.

Clever, aren’t they? You can speculate about the dream, visualise the
shredded cushions, imagine what went before the happy ending,
empathise with the brevity of the weekend and applaud the perfect
structure. As Eagle Wing is never far from my thoughts, I started to
wonder if this could be applied to what a congregational magazine
aims to address - elements of faith, church life locally and globally,
Christianity generally... Would it actually be possible to condense
something so vast into just five words? I reckoned not. Then, instantly
and unbidden, five words came to mind – I don’t think it was
coincidence that, in the season of Lent, those five words were

- God so loved the world the perfectly distilled explanation of why Jesus, the one without sin,
became sin - for us.
Wishing you the joy of Easter,

Susan
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ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING
The Annual Meeting took place on Monday 5 March 2012.
This was a very well attended and most enjoyable occasion,
held in a friendly and relaxed atmosphere.
Dr. Purce opened the Meeting with a welcome and Scripture
reading, followed by prayer and hymn singing.
The formal proceedings began with the Kirk Session report,
given by Billy McCreedy (Clerk of Session). This was a
most informative report, providing details of the many church-related activities during 2011.
The Finance report followed, given by John Adrain (Finance
Convenor). John helpfully outlined the state of the Church’s
finances, also paying tribute to the work of the Finance SubCommittee and, in particular, John Boyd, the “new boy” in the team.
Lowry Manson (Property Convenor) presented the Property Report,
providing the congregation with details of all the property-related
issues which had arisen during 2011, when a total of £90,000 had
been spent on necessary refurbishment.
For the record, the adoption of the Reports was duly proposed,
seconded and passed by those attending.
The formal proceedings concluded,
entertainment was provided by Michele
Baird, a most accomplished and professional performer,
accompanied on keyboard by Steven Carlisle. Michele
possesses a lovely soprano voice and sang a very varied
programme, including the old 50s pop song “Lipstick on your
collar”. Alas, the writer of this article remembers this song the
first time around! Altogether a delightful entertainment.
The usual supper and chit chat among the various tables brought
to an end a most successful evening.
Alastair McQuoid

What can separate us from the love of God? Nothing. Absolutely nothing. And as
we share God’s love with our brothers and sisters, God’s other children, there is no
tyrant who can resist us, no opposition that cannot be ended, no hunger that cannot
be fed, no wound that cannot be healed, no hatred that cannot be turned into love,
no dream that cannot be fulfilled.
—Desmond Tutu, God Has a Dream
www.groomsportpc.com
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The official opening will take the form of a service in the church on Friday 18th
May at 2.00pm, with music provided by Ballyholme Primary School.
There will be music in the church at intervals throughout the festival. Tea and
coffee will be available in the Walter Nelson Halls.
The event will conclude with a Praise Service on Sunday 20th May at 7.00pm,
led by The Route Singers.
We will need lots of help from the congregation. On the separate sheet, you will
find information about all the ways you can contribute. Please consider
carefully and complete the form accordingly.
You can also support financially by:
♦
putting a donation in an envelope marked 'Flower Festival' and placing it
on the plate on Sundays
♦
making a donation in memoriam; details will be printed in our Festival
brochure (suggested donation of £50) - contact Pamela in the office 9146 2552
♦
commercial sponsorship - contact David Purce - 07980 242368.
www.groomsportpc.com

9

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 38, No 3, Easter 2012

Freedom & Jeff
the story of one Bald Eagle's magnificent spirit and sheer will to live
Jeff Guidry is a rock and rhythm-and-blues guitarist from Monroe, Washington. In his spare
time, he volunteers at the Sarvey Wildlife Care Center, which provides food, shelter and
rehabilitation for orphaned and injured wildlife. This is the remarkable story – used here
with permission – of Jeff’s very special relationship with a rescued eagle named Freedom.
One of our members, Hilary Knight, who had received the story via email, sent it in for this
issue of Eagle Wing, feeling that - with our magazine title (which echoes that of the
historical Groomsport emigrant ship) and in particular the theme of the forthcoming Flower
Festival - it has a special resonance for us; it is also an inspiring, heart-warming tale – and
we can verify that, unlike much that circulates in cyberspace, it’s absolutely true!
Jeff writes:
Freedom came in to Sarvey Wildlife Care Center, in Arlington, Washington, as a
baby in 1998, with two broken wings and unable to stand. Her left wing doesn't open
all the way even after surgery; it had been broken in four places. She's my baby.
She was emaciated and covered with lice. I made the decision to give her a chance
at life, so I took her to the vet's office. From then on, I was always around her, tubefeeding her for weeks. I'd sit and talk to her, urging her to fight, to live; and she
would lie looking at me with her big brown eyes.
This went on for 4-6
still couldn't stand. It
where the decision
euthanize her if she
one more week+ it
death was winning.
be put down that
there Thursday
the arrangements. I
thought of her being
went anyway. When I
grinned quietly at me.
Freedom's cage. She
standing, on her own:
beautiful eagle!
wanted to live. Just
was so thankful.

weeks. Sadly, she
got to the point
was made to
couldn't stand in
looked as though
She was going to
Friday. I was to be
afternoon to make
couldn't bear the
euthanized; but I
went in, the clerk
I was led to
was finally
What a big,
Freedom definitely
about in tears, I

I took Freedom back to the Sarvey Wildlife Care Center. We knew she could never
fly, so the director asked me to glove-train her. I got her used to the glove, and then
to jesses (thin straps, traditionally made from leather, used to tether a hawk or
falcon), and we started doing education programs for schools in western
Washington. Our story was printed in newspapers and aired on radio and some TV.
In spring 2000, I myself was diagnosed with non-Hodgkin's lymphoma. It was stage
three, which isn't good, so I wound up doing eight months of chemotherapy. Lost the
hair; the whole bit. I missed a lot of work. When I felt good enough, I'd go to Sarvey
www.groomsportpc.com
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and take Freedom out for walks. In my dreams, Freedom came to me to help me
fight my cancer. This happened time and again.
Fast forward to November 2000; the day after Thanksgiving, I went in for my final
checkup. I was told that if the cancer wasn't eradicated after another eight rounds of
chemotherapy, my last option would be a stem cell transplant. Tests were taken; I
got the results - all the cancer was gone! Hallelujah! I wanted to soar on wings like
eagles.
So the first thing I did was go up to Sarvey Center and take the big girl out for a
walk. I jessed her up and we went out and walked up to the top of the hill. Somehow
Freedom knew. She looked at me and wrapped both her wings around me to where
I could feel them pressing in on my back. I was engulfed in eagle wings. She
touched my nose with her beak and stared into my eyes; we just stood there like
that for I don't know how long. A magic moment — we've been soul mates ever
since she was brought to the center. Freedom is a very special bird.
I have had sick people come up to us when we are outdoors, and Freedom has
some kind of hold on them. They can feel power from her. I have so many stories
like this. . .
I never forget the honor I've been given to get so close to such a magnificent spirit
as Freedom.
See photos of Freedom and Jeff at http://www.sarveywildlife.org/Gallery.aspx?
galleryname=Freedom%20and%20Jeff&galleryid=1280
Jeff has also written a book, An Eagle Named Freedom: My True Story of a Remarkable
Friendship. Published by Harper Paperbacks, reprint edition, 2011. http://
www.harpercollins.com/books/An-Eagle-Named-Freedom-Jeff-Guidry?
isbn=9780062015501&HCHP=TB_An+Eagle+Named+Freedom

Kindness is the articulation of love, God’s love and grace shown to and known
by us.
...in God’s people kindness as a fruit of the Spirit should be seen in how they
relate to other people, particularly those broken and sad, by...
the gentle word
the gentle touch
the thought expressed
the presence, when needed
When we are not kind, there is something of God and His example missing in
us which leads to a withering of the heart that only God in Christ can heal.
Kindness, the attribute and characteristic of God, is meant to be seen in us
through the work of the Holy Spirit…

From Love& Joy & Peace by James Carson, Rector, St Paul’s Parish, Lisburn
& Canon of Lisburn Cathedral
www.groomsportpc.com
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Healing Prayer by Rev. Lisa M. López
“Is James right?” This was the question raised during a
bible study session I was leading on the book of James.
Throughout the previous weeks we had wrestled with
many of the big themes this letter raises - the place of
works in the life of faith, the role of speech in the
Christian life, the use and misuse of wealth. That
morning we had just finished reading the final chapter,
which features a familiar text on prayer:
Is anyone among you sick? Let him call for the elders
of the church, and let them pray over him, anointing him
with oil in the name of the Lord. And the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick,
and the Lord will raise him up. And if he has committed sins, he will be forgiven.
Therefore, confess your sins to one another and pray for one another, that you may be
healed. The prayer of a righteous person has great power as it is working.
James 5:14-16, ESV
I asked the inquiring gentleman to explain his question further. “I mean, is James
right about how prayer works? Does the prayer of a faithful Christian have the
power to heal?” I thought for a moment before answering. For years I have heard
this passage used to justify a “magical” theology of prayer. Just pray for healing,
and if the person praying has a strong enough faith, then the illness will be gone.
Yet, during my final year in seminary, I read the text anew and wondered how this
could be the default interpretation.
James instructs that the elders should pray over the sick, yet there is no mention of
what the elders should pray for. Tradition has assumed the elders would pray for
the recovery of health, yet the next instruction is to anoint the person with oil in the
name of the Lord. While olive oil was commonly used for medicinal purposes,
anointing was also used as a sign of a person being chosen by God and bodies were
anointed with oil or spices in preparation for burial. Does James expect elders to
pray for a person's recovery, or to pray reminding the person that they are part of
God’s chosen people, or to pray in preparation for death if death seems to be near?
James affirms that the prayer of faith will save the one who is sick, promises that
the Lord will “raise him up”, and announces that the sins of the one who is sick will
be forgiven. Interestingly, the word chosen by James for “save” is used in the New
Testament both to indicate literal bodily healing and to refer to spiritual salvation.
Similarly, the word used for “raise” is employed both for being lifted up and being
resurrected. Does James promise that through prayer a person will be rid of illness,
or that through prayer a person may come to receive the gift of salvation and the
promise of the resurrection from the dead? The concept of the forgiveness of sins
through prayer does not afford much clarity into whether the reality being dealt
with is physical or spiritual health. Note that after speaking solely of the sick
person being forgiven through prayer, James then advocates for mutual confession
and prayer, saying it will make healing possible for any members of the community
engaging in this practice. Does James imply that unforgiven sins are the cause of
illness? This was certainly one perspective at the time, yet it is curious that those
included as the subjects who would receive healing through confession and prayer
may or may not be physically sick.
www.groomsportpc.com
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What, then, does James mean in saying that the prayer of a righteous person is
powerful? Ultimately, the power of prayer is the power of God working in the life of
those involved in prayer, whether they are praying or being prayed for. We cannot
manipulate God through our prayer, but rather God chooses to bring healing where
the faithful are gathered in prayer. Does this healing refer to literal bodily health?
It can. There is nothing impossible for God. Yet there is nothing in this text which
prescribes recovery of health as the sole way God is working through the prayer of
the faithful. If anything, a number of dimensions of healing are suggested,
including resting upon the knowledge that one belongs to God, being reconciled
with God, securing the promise of eternal life, and the hope of a new glorified body.
James commands us to pray over the sick and, it seems, with the sick for the
wholeness of body, mind, and spirit.
Yes, James is right about how prayer works. Not everyone who is ill and being
prayed for recovers, yet repeatedly members of the community of faith who are ill
express their gratefulness at receiving prayer. They witness that they have
recognized the grace of God through the prayer of a fellow believer. Though Christ
has promised never to leave his disciples, through prayer Christ becomes present in
a particular way. And where Christ is, we are made whole.

More than 100 million visited BibleGateway.com in 2011, spending over 30 million
hours reading the Bible online. The website was accessed 3,000,000 times each day.
There are the five most popular verses in 2011:

1. Jeremiah 29:11
For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans to prosper
you and not to harm you, plans to give you hope and a future.
2. John 3:16
For God so loved the world that he
gave his one and only Son, that
whoever believes in him shall not
perish but have eternal life.

4. Proverbs 3:5-6
Trust in the Lord with all your
heart and lean not on your own
understanding; in all your ways
acknowledge him, and he will
make your paths straight.

3. Philippians 4:13
I can do everything through him
who gives me strength.

5. Romans 8:28
And we know that in all things
God works for the good of those
who love him, who have been
called according to his purpose.

www.groomsportpc.com
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Groomsport’s Outlet
at the Walter Nelson Hall complex
Preparations are already underway for the 38th annual
New & Nearly New Sale which will be held on Thursday
3rd and Friday 4th May from 7.00pm. The second phase
will be held during the Eagle Wing Festival in July.
As always, the sale’s success depends on contributions of saleable items from
members of the congregation and friends. The stalls include:

ar
Ladieswe
lery
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e
Jew

BricBric-a-brac
s
Book

Soft furnishings

Plants

ssories
e
c
c
a
d
n
Shoes a
Household goods

 Sorry - no menswear, children’s clothes or electrical goods are required 
We would also welcome volunteers to man the stalls - especially new members:
Age:
Experience:
Conditions:
Pay:
Refreshments:
Hours:
Satisfaction:

No limit
Training given
Excellent
Not disclosed
Tea/coffee
Whatever can be spared
Knowing that the money raised
will be spent wisely and donated
to good causes.

The Sales Team

www.groomsportpc.com

Contact Diana Sims
on 9146 4412
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GIFT AID
Some of your Gift Aid questions answered by our
Congregational Treasurer John Boyd

Are you an income tax payer within the congregation who has not signed up to Gift Aid?
If that is the case, I would ask that you consider this request thoughtfully.

What is Git Aid?
It is a very simple, convenient way for us as a congregation to receive monies from
HMRC (Income Tax) without any liability on you, provided you are a tax payer - young
or old. Churches have to pay VAT, and Gift Aid is the Government’s way of giving
support to charities.
What are the benefits?
For every 80 pence you contribute to the Church through the FWO, Mission or Property
funds, we are entitled to claim 20 pence - yes, a return to us of 25%.

How much must I give?
It does not matter how little or how much you give; we only claim on how much you
contribute. The only requirement is that you must be a tax payer.
Who do I talk to?
Our Gift Aid Secretary is John Dalzell who would be more than happy to answer any
questions you may have and hopefully you will sign the appropriate form. He only
needs one signature and your giving to all the different funds will be covered.
His telephone number is 91472594.
So please contact John Dalzell as soon as possible and assist us to recover more funds from
the Tax Man (91472594).
~~~~~

“

”

O LORD, you are my God; I will exalt you and praise your name, for in perfect
faithfulness you have done marvellous things, things planned long ago.
Isaiah 25:1 (NIV UK)

www.groomsportpc.com
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Turnstones - Babes in the Wood
This year our pantomime, Babes in the Wood, was a great success
with packed audiences at every performance. The pantomime was
written by Margaret Johnston and performed many years ago, but
2012 saw us bring it to a new audience and showed us that slapstick
and humour are still enjoyed by each generation.
Rehearsals began last September when Director, Billy Rea, and
Producer, Jennifer Boyd, held auditions for much sought-after parts.
At these, many people suddenly found they could sing when they
were asked to do so in front
of our Musical Director,
John Ekin. For some this
was daunting; others found
talents they didn’t know they had. Rehearsals began
on Tuesday and Wednesday nights over the winter
months and gradually everything started to come
together.

After Christmas, the children
became involved, costumes were ordered and fitted,
staging was put into place, tickets started to sell and
words still had to be learnt; but as we hit February,
everyone moved up a gear and the anticipation grew
as the performances became imminent. Nerves set
in as we approached the first night but with final
supportive words of encouragement from Billy and Jennifer, the
curtain opened with a chorus of song and dance.
The performances were well supported by appreciative
audiences and both cast and back stage teams went home
each night tired but happy. On the last night we had our
annual ‘Oscar’ awards and red carpet event.
This year we had an age group of 3 to 80+ taking part, which
shows how a great group of people can come together to
share their talents, time, friendship and fun.
Turnstones now have a
membership of over 50
and get together a couple
of times a year for social events. We are always glad to
welcome new members.
Ann Williams
Chairperson (9147 7886)

See more of David Lockhart's great Panto pictures on our website
www.groomsportpc.com
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'Panto Banto'
Rehearsals started in mid-September. As dancers, we were
expected to go to practise every Tuesday and Wednesday
from 7.30pm to 9.45pm in the halls at the back of the
church (Edgar McCutcheon room). We had a great cast,
from the youngest at 3 and the oldest over 70!!! There was
a great range of personalities, everyone loved being
together.
During the long months of rehearsals, many new
friendships were made and old friends reunited.
Everyone looked forward to the rehearsals as they
knew many laughs and good craic lay ahead.
Of course, not forgetting Pamela (Ferguson) who fed
and watered us every week without fail. It was lovely
to see she was there to watch us progress each week.
Billy Rea made up the dances and showed us what to
do, assisted by John Ekin - 'Music Man'. Without them
the show would not have been such a success. The
younger dancers, Teddy Bears, Toys and Fairies,
rehearsed every Saturday with Jennifer Boyd and Lynda
Walsh (we don't know how they coped!!).
Finally, after all the shouting, tears and laughter, the
night of the first performance had come. We all arrived
early and were ready to put on a great show. It was
great to see everyone together, just like a big family. This was really exciting to be
part of, but we knew that in the next week it would all come to an end. So, we put on a
brilliant show that nobody will forget! It is amazing to think that Margaret Johnston
wrote this panto over 30 years ago and it is still a hit!!

By Chloe Campbell & Holly Stephens (aged 13)

Babes in the Wood
Following a great finale, and to tremendous applause,
the curtains closed for the last time. The people
around me began to stand up, don their coats and
pick up dropped programmes. I sat transfixed for a
moment, just wishing I could see it all over again.
What a wonderful pantomime it turned out to be,
after the script written so long ago was brought to life again,
in the capable hands of the Turnstones Drama Group. It was a tremendous success from
start to finish and gave great entertainment to appreciative audiences.
Congratulations to absolutely everyone involved. - Margaret Johnson
Congratulations also to Margaret, who wrote the original script!
www.groomsportpc.com
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SUNDAY SCHOOL
During this session of Sunday School, we have been looking at stories
of people from the Old Testament, with the overall theme of
God keeps His promises. We have enjoyed a variety of related
activities, including collage, craftwork - and we even baked scones to
illustrate Elijah being fed in the desert by ravens.

We will have 1 week off on Easter Day.
After Easter, we will be basing our lessons around the PCI youth and Sunday School
project, which this year is entitled “Stand by Me “ and is helping with work among
children in Peru, Ethiopia and Belfast. We will be seeking the support of the
congregation when we host a coffee morning before church. At this event, you may
come and enjoy coffee, tea, scones and shortbread and make a donation towards this
work. The children, as part of their learning, are going to experience what it would be
like to be a child in Peru or Ethiopia and they will have their own juice and goodies.
Our Children’s Day service this year will be held on the last Sunday of May, as special
services will be organized the following week to celebrate the Diamond Jubilee of the
Queen. Children’s Day will be the final week of Sunday School and Bible Class and the
children will receive their Sunday School prizes.
I would like to take this opportunity to thank the parents for giving us the chance to
pass on some of the Bible stories to their children and we pray that, when we begin
again in September, more children will come along regularly.
Margaret McCreedy
Sunday School Superintendent
Tel: 9146 4361

Sunday School Coffee Morning

Sunday 22nd April
10.15-11.15am
Proceeds for
Project Stand By Me
(Peru, Ethiopia and Belfast)

www.groomsportpc.com
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All work carried out by tradesmen.
Telephone 028 9185 2810 or
Mobile 07702 330584 (Ken)
Mobile 07936 885051 (Mark)
Email: rklin@helensbay6.freeserve.co.uk

www.groomsportpc.com
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New wholesome menu now
being served - light snacks to
hearty meals

♦ Newly Refurbished Bistro with

exciting new Lunch and Dinner
Bistro Menus available

Panoramic views over
Groomsport and Belfast Lough

♦ Family friendly restaurant with

Colouring, DVDs and Gameboys
available for the kids

All major sporting events
televised on the Big Screens
including football, rugby etc.

♦ Gordons Suite available for

private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any
other family gathering
♦

Late bar with live entertainment
every weekend

Tel: 9146 4229

Email:
info@stablesandgordonssuite.co.uk

Two function rooms available for
private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any
other family gathering

SUITE

We offer a "hands on", holistic
approach to physiotherapy
For treatment and management of:
neck, back and spinal problems;
sports injuries;
rheumatological conditions and
fibromyalgia;
arthritis and joint conditions;
neurological conditions;
musculoskeletal problems and pain
FREE Counselling service
Pilates classes
5 Balloo Court, Bangor
BT19 7AT
Tel: 02891270932

www.groomsportpc.com
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PW has had another good year, with membership between 45 and 50 attending every
meeting since September 2011. A varied programme had been arranged by the committee,
ranging from the Woodland Trust to the local Red Cross representative, who spoke of the
overseas division, with special emphasis on the refugee crises. Who can forget our
"Grumpy Old Men?" Such a hilarious night of fun and fellowship!
Thanks to everyone who donated so generously to our winter
appeals. Once again, we have been able to help lots of needy
people in our own area, as well as those in Ekwendeni, who are
so grateful to receive our many boxes.
We organised a coffee morning in October, a fashion show in
March, and because we had so much to do in March, we decided
to put our spring coffee morning on hold. I am able to tell you
that we are hoping to host a Diamond Jubilee coffee morning on
Saturday 2nd June. This will also be a "bring and buy" sale, so
do come along and support us whilst enjoying a nice cup of
coffee (or tea) and a scone.
The Mission Statement and aims of PW:
PW encourages women to become disciples of Christ.
PW aims to highlight the need for:
1.
Love and unity.
2.
Obedience to God.
3.
Christian living and spiritual maturity.
4.
Service, using gifts, time and money.
5.
Local and global mission.
We in Groomsport PW would like to
encourage younger women to join us.
We cannot go on for ever, so you are
the future of PW in Groomsport.
Surely you can give up an hour or two
every other Monday from September to March, to come along and
learn about our organisation, so that you can take over the running
from the older members. We don't want to see our group having to
disband like so many others in the Ards Presbytery have had to do
through lack of members. Speak to us if you are not sure.
We look forward to giving you a warm welcome in September.
Mary Cargill
Tel: 9147 9562
Thanks to Maureen Irwin for these photos of the Work Night.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Venison with a blackberry and red wine sauce
(serves 4)
Loin (or rump) of venison
1 box blackberries, fresh if possible but
tinned can be used
shallots
⅓ bottle of red wine
Sugar to taste
Trim any extra fat off the meat and put it in a small saucepan with a knob of
butter; caramelise. Add 2 or 3 chopped shallots and cook for 5 minutes. Add
blackberries and wine, bring to boil for 1 min and then simmer, squashing the
fruit until it is in bits. Taste and, if necessary, add a little sugar to sweeten
slighty. Put the sauce through a sieve and keep till needed. (Can be made the
day before.) More wine or sugar can be added if more sauce is needed. Heat
through before serving.
Melt some butter in a frying pan that can be put in the oven. Once it starts to
get really hot, put in your venison to brown and seal it. Do not overcook. Once
browned, put in the oven at about 200°C for 10 minutes. It should be pink in
the middle - venison is better underdone rather than overcooked; it will still
cook when it's taken out of the oven. Leave for 2-3 minutes before slicing.
To serve
Use the rest of the shallots, sliced in a pan with some butter and sprinkle on
icing sugar - this helps to caramelise. Cook until soft and golden. Baby carrots
and roast parsnips work well with venison. Dauphinoise potatoes are also
excellent to serve with it.
Dauphinoise Potatoes
Potatoes
butter
4-5 cloves garlic
double cream, at least a large carton to cover potatoes
salt & pepper
Peel and slice potatoes. Place in a lightly buttered ovenproof dish together with
the crushed garlic, a little salt and pepper. Pour over the cream to just about
cover the potatoes; if necessary a little milk can be added. Place in a medium
oven 180°C for about 1 hour or until the potatoes are cooked through.
Venison is great for a special occasion.
These recipes were sent in by Rosemary Neill.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Pecan Pie and Cardamom Ice Cream
Pecan Pie
5 tablespoons butter
1 cup brown sugar
¾ cup maple syrup
approx 2 cups pecans
2 teaspoons vanilla extract
½ teaspoon salt
3 medium eggs, lightly beaten
shortcrust pastry
Blind bake the pastry for about 15 minutes at 180°C
Melt butter, sugar, salt and maple syrup until sugar is dissolved, bring to boil
for 1 minute.
Remove from heat and cool for 10 minutes.
Add vanilla and pecans, then mix in the beaten eggs and pour over pastry base.
Cook for 40-45 minutes.
The pie can be made in advance and reheated before serving.

Cardamom ice cream
1 pint double cream
1 or 2 vanilla pods
8 green cardamom pods, crushed
¾ cup of sugar
small whipping cream
4 egg yolks
Put the cream, vanilla and cardamom pods in a pan and slowly bring to the boil.
Remove from the heat and let it infuse. Taste, as the cardamom gives a soapy
taste if left too long. Take out the cardamom and vanilla pods.
Beat the egg yolks and sugar until thick and pale.
Mix some of the cooled cream mixture into the eggs and sugar and return to the
pan. Gently reheat (do not boil), stirring all the time until it coats the back of
the spoon.
Remove from heat and stir until cool. Whip up the rest of the cream, add to the
custard mix and blend in.
Put in a freezer-proof dish, stir occasionally until almost frozen. Or put in an ice
cream maker and follow instructions.
www.groomsportpc.com
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The Final Voyage of Samuel Gordon
There is nothing more enticing, disenchanting,
and enslaving than the life at sea (Joseph Conrad)
A lump came to my throat when I read the gravestone
inscription in Donaghadee Parish Church graveyard:

Also her son Samuel aged 28, engineer of the
SS Cambria, who was drowned by the wreck of the
above steamer on 19th October 1870.
I made this sad discovery when researching a branch
of my family history - the Gordons of Ballyhay to be
exact. Ballyhay is a townland near Donaghadee. My
paternal great-grandfather was John Gordon. The above-mentioned Samuel, born in
1842, was the son of Hugh and Agnes Gordon of Ballyhay. But how did Samuel
Gordon (whose precise relationship to me I have yet to establish), the son of a
small tenant farmer, break tradition to become a ship’s engineer? I was determined
to find some answers.
The Cambria was built at Glasgow in 1869. She was an iron ship, barque-rigged
with two decks and a poop. With a length of 324 feet, the Cambria was a screw
boat propelled by two engines, each of 750 horse power. In other words, she was
built for speed.
An immigrant ship, she plied her trade between Glasgow and New York, via Moville
in Donegal, and made her maiden voyage on 8th May, 1869. I suspect that Samuel
Gordon served on board the Cambria from the outset and would have made several
return voyages before that ill-fated night. With his farming background, it is likely
that Samuel had developed an interest in machinery in an era when shipbuilding in
Belfast was flourishing.
It is probable that Samuel served his time as a fitter in the spectacularly successful
shipyard on Queen’s Island, Belfast. Compared to the linen mills and factories of
the day, which were characterised by low rates of pay, the engineering industry was
a much more lucrative proposition for an ambitious young man intent on improving
his lot in life.
It was a time of rapid technological
advances in shipbuilding, and Belfast and
Glasgow were ideally positioned to take
advantage. Demand for fast steamers was
high. During the American Civil War, for
instance, the Confederate States were eager
to buy steamers capable of running the
Union blockade. Furthermore, the
population explosion across Europe created
a huge market in the transport of emigrants
across the ocean. In that exciting period of
history, speed was money and Samuel
www.groomsportpc.com
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Gordon resolved to seek his fortune as an engineer on one of those swift and sleek
steamers which raced the wild North Atlantic rollers to the New World of the United
States of America.
The Cambria had made the westbound voyage to New York in just twelve days. On
the eastbound home trip, she had overcome some heavy weather to round the
Inishowen Pensinula on her way to Moville about ten o’clock at night on 19th
October, 1870. Under full sail and steaming rapidly, the Cambria suddenly struck
on Inishtrahull Island, a small rocky outcrop about ten miles north of Malin Head
Subsequent evidence from the sole survivor, a sailor by the name of McGartland,
disclosed that the vessel instantly began to fill through the large holes stove in her
bottom, and the boiler room fires were soon extinguished. The passengers massed
on the deck of the doomed ship, seeking escape. Four boats, crowded with panicstricken passengers and crew, were launched and put off from the sinking steamer.
On board the boats were Samuel Gordon and McGartland.
McGartland’s boat capsized almost immediately and he lost consciousness. Coming
round, he found himself in the sea but, grasping the gunwhale of the boat - which
had righted - he succeeded in clambering aboard a second time. To his horror, he
found at his feet the dead body of a lady dressed in black silk.
McGartland was tossed about for many hours
before being picked up by a rescue vessel off
the Giant’s Causeway. The remaining boats
were found broken and drifting in the swell.
There was no sign of the other passengers or
crew. Samuel Gordon had perished along
with 178 other victims. The wrecked stern of
the Cambria washed ashore at Islay,
Scotland.
Yes, I shed a tear or two when I read of the
fate of Samuel Gordon. Yet I have the
greatest admiration for a young man who
broke free from the shackles of 19th century rural Ireland to pursue his ambitions on
the high seas - only for them to be cruelly dashed on rocks so close to home.
The 18th century poet, Thomas Gray, pays tribute to all those kindred spirits, like
Samuel Gordon, whose humble hearts once burned with “celestial fire”, yet whose
ultimate destiny was anonymity:

Here rests his head upon the lap of Earth
A Youth to Fortune and to Fame unknown.
Fair Science frown’d not on his humble birth,
And Melancholy mark’d him for her own.
(Elegy written in a Country Churchyard)

Brian McClelland

www.groomsportpc.com
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Christian Aid Week 2011 raised £560,000 in Northern
Ireland, with potentially another £48,000 through Gift
Aid. (Groomsport raised £3000.) This is a tribute to all
of those people who take the time to sign the Gift Aid
form on the back of the envelope. Christian Aid really
appreciates this tremendous support.
This year Christian Aid Week is 13-19 May 2012.
Our Christian Aid lunch will be in the Maxwell Hall on Sunday 13th May 2012.
You may already know that Christian Aid has planned a very special event to launch this the Christian Aid Concert on 3rd May 2012 at 7.45pm.
The special guest will be Aled Jones, an accomplished, all-round performer who has sold six
million copies of his albums and also presents BBC Songs of Praise. A regular presenter on
both Classic FM and BBC Radio 2, Aled engages audiences with warmth and good humour.
The Belfast Community Gospel Choir will bring its own unique brand of talent to the event.
Multicultural and cross-community, the choir performs with power and energy, creating a
dynamic vocal sound.
Award winning choir, Schola
Cantorum, from St Peter’s Cathedral,
Belfast will perform both with Aled and
on their own. Led by Nigel McClintock,
the choir was recently featured in BBC
TV Choirboys series.
Diamond Dance Company will show us
the breadth of talent of young dancers
we have here in Northern Ireland.
The whole evening will be compered by
BBC NI’s Natasha Sayee, who will also
speak about her visit to Christian Aid
projects in Malawi.
Tickets £22.50 and £25 are sold
through the Waterfront Hall box office,
where staff have been very helpful in
agreeing to reserve seats for church
groups if requested. Just call Helen in
the Christian Aid office 028 9064 8133
and she will help with ticket
requirements.

 Our congregation’s Christian Aid agent is Hampton Wynne 
www.groomsportpc.com
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The power of standing together
Christian Aid Week 2012 tells the story of a
community in Sierra Leone that has seen
remarkable change. Tenneh Keimbay’s life
turned around when the Methodist Church of
Sierra Leone (MCSL) started to work in her
town, distributing tools and teaching farmers
simple food production techniques. “Now the
children eat two meals all year round”, she says,
“whereas before, it was one...”
Working in a group has also made a huge
difference - the bottom line is that it “provides
more food”. Acting together, farmers can share skills, working more efficiently and giving
each other support and encouragement. “What inspires me in life is unity,” says Tenneh.
Now that they are no longer limited by hunger, the people of Gbap (pronounced Bap) have
come together and successfully lobbied for a new school and an agricultural work centre for
the community. They have taken their future into their own hands.
During Christian Aid Week, 15,000 churches across Britain and Ireland will organise
collections and events, raising funds to enable organisations like MCSL to carry out their
work of transforming communities such as Gbap. Christian Aid currently works with 507
partners in 47 countries, helping people to make change happen. Our donations will be
multiplied many times over as many small actions come together to make a huge change.
But the giving that takes place during Christian Aid Week is not one-way.
Unity is something that our churches are not always good at, and the value of community
that has inspired Tenneh is something that we can learn from and be changed by. Christian
Aid Week is about raising funds. But it is also a call to unity – an invitation for churches to
come together and celebrate the possibility of hope and life in parts of the world where
mere survival can be a struggle. This is a challenge, because division and inequality and
injustice will always be easier than unity. But Tenneh’s insistence that remarkable things
can happen when we come together is not new. We see it in the actions and ministry of
Jesus, who pushed against all that leads to violence and separation and called his disciples
to model a new way of community.
Can we use this Christian Aid Week to allow ourselves to be changed? If we can work with
each other, our churches and our neighbours, both at home and as far away as Gbap, then
we may start to see huge change happen.
Tenneh says that “when you are a group and work with focus and total commitment, you
work at a faster rate; the stronger ones can help with work that weaker ones cannot do by
themselves”. As we engage in Christian Aid Week, we can rejoice as we stand together in
solidarity. Although we might ask who is the strong and who is the weak – and who is
actually giving to whom.
♦

£6.50 could buy a set of four hand tools for a farmer living in the town of Gbap.

♦

£50 could pay for advocacy training for two young people from a Kenyan slum; this would
enable them to learn how to pressure their government to provide essential services.

♦

£123 could buy a reclaimed aluminium greenhouse in Tajikistan, vital for women trying to
grow vegetables in that harsh climate, with its extremes of hot and cold.
(Slightly edited version of Christian Aid article for use in church magazines)

www.groomsportpc.com
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FAITH MATTERS
Our occasional selection of religious topics in the media.
Local and national newspapers, plus radio and television news bulletins, have featured
Christianity frequently in recent months, with debate as to whether Britain is losing its
religion and being taken over by ‘militant secularists’, or whether churches should
recognise gay marriage. The Director General of the BBC admitted a few weeks ago that
Christianity is treated in broadcasting with less sensitivity than other religions. The Queen,
in a speech to a multi-faith gathering at Lambeth Palace last month, was moved to
comment that the church - which she described as “woven into the fabric of this country” is ‘under-appreciated’. One recent headline screamed that, in the last few years, the
country has gone from being God-fearing to God-jeering. On a lighter note - and as a real
sign of our times - it was reported that the Pope is to have his own Twitter account!
A story that hit the
media in February,
provoking considerable
reaction, was the High
Court ruling upholding
the National Secular
Society’s objection to
the long-established
practice of opening
Bideford Town Council
meetings with prayer.
The Council has
declared that it will
appeal the decision. This
incident inspired former Archbishop of Canterbury, George Carey, responding to a long
catalogue of such erosions of our national religious foundation, to proclaim in the strongest
terms that Christians have rights, too. It has also prompted our own Derek Drysdale to pen
the thought-provoking article which begins on the facing page.
Perhaps it is better that such topics and debates are aired in the media than not at all.
Raising awareness sparks discussion - which can be healthy and positive, even when so
many headlines are negative. George Carey, in the Daily Mail’s Saturday Essay on
11 February, tells how, as a teenager who had just found faith, he received from his vicar
advice which has stood him in good stead all his life. “Stand up for your faith, George,” the
wise clergyman said. “Don’t wait for people to mock you for it. Live it out, be proud of it.”
The young Carey did exactly that – in every situation, be it the football team or RAF service
on foreign postings. His colleagues and companions quickly recognised that his Bible was
with him constantly and that every day for him ended with prayer. “Not once was I mocked
for my devotions,” he writes; on the contrary, he became aware that by living out a sincere,
“quietly observed” Christianity, he actually gained considerable respect. He expresses
sadness and dismay at the way in which nowadays, “in the name of so-called tolerance,
Christians are not being tolerated” and cites several instances of workplace rulings which
have removed individuals’ rights to acknowledge their faith - for fear of possibly upsetting
followers of other religions. Not that George Carey wants to upset other religions – he
advocates living alongside each other, respecting and celebrating differences. But he feels
strongly that the Christian principles that have shaped our society must not be undermined.
Urging Christians today to be more robust and vigorous in defence of their faith - in all
areas of life - he ends his article by quoting the Archbishop of York, John Sentamu:
Asking someone to leave their belief in God at the door of their workplace is akin to asking
them to remove their skin colour before coming into the office.
www.groomsportpc.com
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THE ROLE OF RELIGION IN PUBLIC LIFE
by Derek Drysdale
Over past years we’ve taken it as normal for Christian
ministers to lead prayers at public and civic events. They are
familiar figures at cenotaphs on Remembrance Sunday or the
State Opening of Parliament and other important events in
national life. But things are changing; what we’ve assumed
as normal is being challenged.
The recent decision by a High Court judge to uphold, in
effect, the objection to the opening of council meetings with
prayer in the Devonshire town of Bideford has called
attention to the vexed issue of the role of religion in public
life today.
It is not yet clear how far reaching this nuanced judgement is.
Apparently it will not apply, for example, to the daily prayers before sittings in Parliament
where attendance is voluntary anyway. Nevertheless, it does raise serious issues for the
Christian churches.
Christians have to face the fact that the UK is not only a predominantly secular society but
also a multicultural one. England, in particular, may be farther along this road than Northern
Ireland but we are catching up. In such a society can the Christian Church continue to expect
to enjoy the privileged position in civic life it has enjoyed in the past?
In the past, we have more or less assumed that the Church has a special role in our national
life because we are a Christian country. Today we have to ask ourselves, in what sense are
we a Christian country?
We can certainly claim it in the sense that we have inherited many of our educational and
medical institutions, as well as our cultural and moral values, from our Christian heritage.
But is that enough to sustain the claim to be a Christian nation today, when a diminishing
minority of the population go to church on a regular basis and fewer people believe in God
than twenty years ago? I doubt it.
In the light, then, of this changing role of the status and influence of religion in the nation’s
life, we may be tempted to resign ourselves to the inevitable marginalization of the presence
of the Christian Church in civic affairs.
I believe we must resist this temptation. I also believe, however, that this resistance cannot
be based on a claim to special, not to say privileged, treatment of the Church by the State.
That said, the churches should not passively roll over in submission to the attacks of
secularists and atheists and allow ourselves increasingly to be withdrawn from the public and
civic life of our particular community.
This also applies to other areas of the public domain, such as the media, and especially the
reduced schedules assigned to religious programmes on radio and television. Like other
interested parties, we have to fight our corner.
So the contemporary challenge to the place of religion in public life undoubtedly does mean
that we will now have to justify what was once taken for granted. Since the Church can no
longer presume to speak from a position of generally acknowledged authority in modern
British society, we may have to negotiate our public role. To do this, we will have to learn
www.groomsportpc.com
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new ways of going about it in a secularized and religiously diverse nation.
This will involve learning better how to share with other religious traditions the public space
once reserved exclusively for the Christian faith. We will also have to learn better how to
seek accommodation, where possible, with those who have no religious belief.
In the specific case of Bideford Town Council, surely it must be possible to arrange for
prayers to be said before the meeting proper. In this way, those who wish to be present for
the prayers may do so and those who don’t may arrive later for the official commencement
of the business agenda. Learning the art of accommodation in a spirit of generosity and
mutual respect can help resolve many issues before they become a bone of contention.
Jesus’ words were perhaps never more to the point when he said:
“Come to terms with your opponent in good time while you are
still on the way to the court with him, or he may hand you over
to the judge…”
Sometimes a bit of flexibility and common sense can go a long way.

ONE DIDN’T
Three men were tried for crimes against humanity. Two
committed crimes. One didn’t.
Three men were given government trials. Two were given fair
trials. One wasn’t.
Three men were whipped and beaten. Two had it coming.
One didn’t.
Three men were given crosses to carry. Two earned their
crosses. One didn’t.
Three men were mocked and spat at along the way. Two
cursed and spit back. One didn’t.
Three men were nailed to crosses. Two deserved it. One
didn’t.
Three men agonized over their abandonment. Two had
reason to be abandoned. One didn’t.
Three men knew death was coming. Two resisted. One didn’t.
One, two, three men died on three crosses. Three days later,
two remained in their graves.
ONE DIDN’T

From
NewsletterNewsletter.com
www.groomsportpc.com
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GROOMSPORT and THE PRINCETON CONNECTION
The Fall 2011/Winter 2012 issue of inSpire, the magazine of Princeton Theological Seminary
(PTS), contains an article on the International Field Education Internship programme, which
began with Dr David Irwin agreeing to take a student in Groomsport in 1983. David referred
to this as ‘the Princeton connection’ and it has continued, with only a short break, ever
since. The programme gradually expanded, encompassing congregations around the globe,
and enabling over 200 students to “represent PTS to the global community and serve as
Christ’s presence in the world”. The purpose, according to the current programme director,
Dr Chester Polk, is for students to “live in community and invest their lives in the lives of
people there.” This results in a “cross-pollination” of ideas, knowledge and experience;
students find their viewpoints challenged and, on their return to PTS, their stories affect all
who hear them.
The author of the article, Allie Naskret, writes: “Students who have trusted God’s call to
travel to a new land have found that God blesses their journeys.” The piece features the
experiences of several such students – one of whom is our own Jared Stephens, Intern here
in 2009/10. Jared is quoted as saying that his time in Groomsport confirmed that his life is
inextricably linked to the lives of his Christian brothers and sisters
all over the world. “Perspective is the most important thing... After
being abroad, the questions you ask are different... I came to see
the world church as the body of Christ – rather than individual
nations with individual churches.” The writer goes on to tell her
readers that “Jared Stephens not only learned a great deal at his
international field education site, but he also fell in love”; that once
married, the couple, (who met on the Bangor/Belfast train)
eventually hope to return to Northern Ireland after serving in the
United States for a time. In concluding, she illustrates how all the
students mentioned have been influenced by their time abroad. In
Jared’s case, she writes: “Stephens, who grew up in the countryside in Canada, has been
known to wear a kilt on campus and to tell stories in an Irish accent.” All of us who
remember Jared - as an honorary member of the Lilting Banshees during his year delivering his never-to-be-forgotten rendition of Black Velvet Band at the AGM can easily
imagine that happening when he returned to Princeton!
When Princeton Theological Seminary was established in 1812, its stated purpose was to
unite in those who sustain the ministerial office... that piety of the heart, which is the fruit
only of the renewing and sanctifying grace of God, with solid learning; believing that
religion without learning, or learning without religion, in the ministers of the gospel, must
ultimately prove injurious for the church. As PTS celebrates its bicentennial this year, it is
wonderful to think that, halfway round the world, in this small County Down village
congregation, we have contributed to the development of its services to theological
training and to the personal development and ministries of all our Interns.
Read on for the latest news from some more of those who have made the Princeton
connection with Groomsport.

www.groomsportpc.com

31

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 38, No 3, Easter 2012

From the McFarlands:
We send our very best to our friends in
Groomsport during this Easter season. It's been
23 years since our Northern Ireland internship.
Kathaleen and I both look back on our time with
you with great affection and appreciation. We have lived and served in Philadelphia, in Princeton, in
Phoenix, for 14+ years in Yakima, Washington, and now for the past 2 years in Moses Lake,
Washington. We love the contact and continued relationships with so many of you. Our trip to
Northern Ireland with our two kids (Rosie and Tyler) in 2008 was great fun, filled with laughter, good
food, and gave us the chance to re-connect with some of you. Our only regret was that we didn't
get the opportunity during our visit to meet personally with so many we count as dear friends. We
are hoping that God grants us another occasion to travel your direction. You would be most
welcome in our home if you make a trip to the Northwest of the U.S.
We owe you a debt we could never repay for all of the patience, grace, hospitality, kindness,
generosity you poured into our lives during our time living at 25 Main Street. We can still picture
Arthur Watterson washing our upstairs windows early in the morning. The way you opened your
homes, offered your friendship, demonstrated genuine Christian faith and service, has inspired us
and modeled for us what the family of God can be. Life is full of difficulties, but thankfully also filled
with joy. Like many of you, we've also experienced that reality over the years. The empty tomb of
Easter is our assurance that God will not abandon us and that He will see us through each and every
circumstance and storm. I would not want to hold onto anything or anyone else!
With love, Curt and Kathaleen McFarland
1142 West Ivy Avenue, Moses Lake, WA 98837 USA (Tel: 00 1 509.388.5156)
Our family website ... http://web.me.com/mcfarlands/site/Welcome.html

Here are some pictures with fond memories from our internship days ...

www.groomsportpc.com

32

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 38, No 3, Easter 2012

Well, it looks like we are able to announce the big news just in time!
Eric and I are going to have (drum roll) a baby girl!!! She is perfectly
healthy, with 10 fingers, 10 toes, and a cute little heart! AND, just in
case the excitement of a new member to the Nix family isn't enough,
we are moving! We just bought a house and should be settling into
our new home in about 3 weeks. The house is a cute little one-storey
with 3 bedrooms (one soon to become a nursery covered in Pooh
Bear!) and a backyard for our dog and my future vegetable garden. Our new address is going
to be: 809 Van Brunt, St. Joseph MI 49085, USA. Let's see, a baby, a new home, and Easter
right around the corner - life isn't busy at all right now! Oh wait, there is one more detail.
Eric dislocated his shoulder last week. He was being a hero and helping out at our youth
winter retreat and slipped on an icy patch of snow. He'll be in a brace for 4 weeks, which
should make moving very fun! Luckily, lots of ladies from the church have already signed up
to help us paint the house, and lots of men have promised to help move boxes and furniture.
It's nice to be surrounded by a great faith family that can take care of you when the craziness of
life happens! So, stayed tuned to the next Eagle Wing to get the latest news from the Nix
House - including pictures of the new house and the new baby. We love you all lots, miss you
even more, and promise to bring baby girl Nix to Groomsport as soon as possible!

Katie Nix Email: pastorkatie@fccstjoseph.org
Happy Easter Groomsport! I pray for you often and pray that all is well with you.
Graduation from my spiritual direction program is just around the corner, and when I
receive my diploma in May, I will be certified to work as a spiritual director. This is not
something that will take the place of my pastoral work, but rather it will be a
supplemental ministry.
In other news that you may find interesting, I have once again found adult Irish dancing
lessons, so I'm back dancing away, and I've even managed to get one of my friends on the
staff at my church to join me.
I'm always up for visitors, so do let me know if you ever visit the Houston, Texas area!
Happy Easter, Christa Email: christa.brewer@alum.ptsem.edu
Dear Groomsport Presbyterian Church family,
I hope that you all are doing well in this Easter season. It has been wonderful to receive bits and
pieces of news from Groomsport over the past months!
It's hard to believe that this academic year is almost over; in just five short weeks, classes will be
ending and I will be getting ready to graduate! As you can imagine, I am incredibly excited at the
prospect of finishing school, though it will be hard to lose the company of my friends as we scatter
across the country. While I don't know exactly what it is I will be doing after graduation, I have just
passed my final interview with the presbytery committee that oversees my ordination process, which
means that I'm allowed to start searching for a call. It seems likely that I will be spending at least the
summer with my mom in Kansas - a welcomed prospect as it would allow me to be with family and
friends whom I haven't seen in a while.
You all remain in my thoughts and prayers. Please do keep in touch!
Jennifer Email: jbarchi@gmail.com 5347 West 100th Terrace, Shawnee Mission, KS 66207, USA
www.groomsportpc.com
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Introducing Mark Pollock by Clifford Boyd
Have you ever heard of Mark Pollock? Maybe not – but he is my grandson and he is now 32
years old. He was invited to write an article for this issue of Eagle Wing but, as he is
currently in San Diego and a bit under pressure, I am composing an introduction and hoping
he will be able to write his own contribution for the next issue.
There are three stages to his life so far: first, when it was discovered that he had very poor
sight; second, when his education and youthful activities had to be balanced against loss of
sight; thirdly, the fulfilment of a life worth living.
What I shall attempt to do is introduce the early stages of his life, his necessary acceptance
of very restricted activities.
I would like you to meet Mark. He is now completely blind – and paralysed from the waist
down, as a result of a fall about 18 months ago. And yet, when you’re in his company –
except for the restriction of the wheelchair – it is quite remarkable how natural conversation
can be.
He has now been completely blind for more than ten years, and has lived a life so full of
adventure – but I’m skipping a lot, so let me go back to his school days. The restriction of no
body contact games left very little - no rugby, no football - in fact, no ball games at all. But
the school he went to was very strong in rowing and that suited Mark well, except that it
required hard training and that put pressure on the eyes, so a careful control had to be
applied. Well, it took many hours of hard work, much sweat, but Mark reached the senior
eights and eventually went on to be ‘stroke’, and won many a coveted trophy. His choice of
university was very much influenced by the inclusion of rowing and his decision to go to
Trinity College, Dublin brought it all together.
I can conclude this part of the story by reporting a remarkable progress in all departments –
but a most unexpected development, which changed everything.
Those of us who have heard a little of Mark’s story have been truly inspired by his positivity
and determination and are really hoping that he will be able to tell all our readers about his
experiences in our Autumn issue.

Palm Sunday and Monday
They pluck their palm branches and hail him as King,
Early on Sunday;
They spread their garments; hosannas they sing,
Early on Sunday.
But where is the noise of their hurrying feet,
The crown they would offer, the sceptre, the seat?
Their King wanders hungry, forgot in the street,
Early on Monday.
—Edwin McNeill Poteat
From The NEWSLETTERNewsletter, April 2011
www.groomsportpc.com
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Grandad
By Claire McKechnie

Good night, Grandad,
This is farewell.
Your life and spirit, we are here to dwell.
A family man,
An upstanding citizen,
A proud man with many a friend,
A hand of yours
You were always willing to lend.
You lived for your wife and your four children,
The pride of your life,
Your driving force,
Your vermillion;
The love you gave,
The affection you shared
Will be in our hearts forever.
The apple of your eye,
Your dearest Ethel, the woman of your dreams,
Your sacred vessel We all looked upon such a loving pair,
We mirrored our relationship on the love you share.
It’s time to say goodbye,
But we will always remember
Our old Grandad who took so long to surrender
To the death that awaits us all,
For now I say, Grandad, thank you,
For we will never forget,
Because your name is engraved on our hearts
and so many more.
(Claire’s grandad was Jim McKechnie, who was caretaker in the church for many years and who died in 2011)

Christ dying for our sins at Calvary was neither
something that Jesus dreamed up while on the earth, nor
was it an interpretation thought up by the early church to
explain the unfortunate event of Jesus' death. While
God's holiness demanded a judgement for sin, God's love
and mercy offer us rescue and hope by substituting Jesus
in our place of judgement.
John Hosier
www.groomsportpc.com

35

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 38, No 3, Easter 2012

FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Friday 6th April

8.00pm

Good Friday Communion Service

Sunday 8th April

6.15am

Sunrise Service (meeting at the Halls)

11.30am

Easter Sunday Service
No Evening Worship

God made him who had no sin
to be sin for us, so that in him
we might become the
righteousness of God.

2 Corinthians 5: 21

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY
Sunday 22nd April

Sunday School Coffee Morning at 10.15am

Thursday 26th April

Friendship Lunch

Thursday 3rd & Friday 4th May

New and Nearly New Sale

13-19th May

Christian Aid Week

Sunday 13th May

Christian Aid lunch in the Maxwell Halls

18-20th May 2012

Flower Festival

www.groomsportpc.com
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