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The Eagle Wing was the first emigrant ship to leave Ulster for America. She sailed
from Groomsport in September 1636, carrying 140 Presbyterians in search of a
life free from persecution in the New World. Fearful weather, however, forced
them to return home after two months at sea. Although she did not reach her
destination, the Eagle Wing became the inspiration for others to make their
attempts and since those days, several million people have left our shores,
taking with them their culture and traditions. These cultural links with America
are celebrated each year at the North Down Eagle Wing Festival in July.
Our church magazine takes its title from this significant piece of local history. In
2002, Jennifer Hulme, a member of the congregation and well known local
artist, created the cover design, which strikingly depicts the symbols of the wing,
sail and cross.

“We seek to be a welcoming community of God's people

We believe our mission is to hear and share His Word and
to reflect God's unconditional love - as we proclaim
and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ
and strive to be a welcoming, serving and reconciling
community."
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Letter from the Manse
In 1925, Pope Pius IX created a new special day in
the Christian calendar - the feast of Christ the King.
The church had always celebrated the kingship of
Christ but Pius IX felt it needed to be re-emphasised.
The feast of Christ the King celebrated the fact that
all history would end at the feet of the risen and
returning Christ. The historical context of this new
special Sunday in the church’s year is important. Mussolini had been leader in
Italy for three years, a rabble rouser named Hitler had been out of jail for a
year and his Nazi party was growing in popularity, the world economy had
not recovered from the First World War. The feast of Christ the King became the
church’s great ‘nevertheless’ to the increasing godlessness of the modern world.
It emphasised the central message of Easter - that God is in charge.
Too often we look at the world with stoic resignation. We know the reality of
failure and loss only too well. Despite high hopes, love and commitment,
marriages disintegrate and end. People lose their jobs and their homes. Some
are given bad diagnoses. Children go off the rails. We lose those closest to us in
death. And all we can do is cope. Often that seems to be the best that our
theology can offer - a God who can help us cope with the unalterable facts of
existence. That might be the operating theology in our lives but it is not what
Easter tells us.

“

We live in a world where things do not always work out for the best, where the
innocent suffer, where humanity inches forward only to fall a century back,
where tragedy and pain are real but, because of the resurrection, the gospel
proclaims that all that is sinful and destructive will not have the last word.
A man emerged from a London bomb shelter in the worst days of the Second
World War. Devastation was all around. Amid the rubble, he was surprised to
encounter a newspaper vendor selling papers on the street corner. Half in jest,
he asked him, ‘Who do the papers say won last night?’ The newspaper vendor
replied, ‘I don’t read the papers. I don’t need to know who won last night. I
already know who has won the war.’
Pain is real, the questions we face are huge and not easily answered, but
Easter tells us about the God who is ultimately in charge. No matter what we
have to face in our lives, we do not need to be afraid.
Happy Easter,
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CONGREGATIONAL RECORD
BAPTISMS

29 September 2013

Sarah Grace, daughter of Graham and Heather Currie
24 Glenganagh Park, Groomsport (11)

“The promise is to you and to your children”

DEATHS

16 December 2013
26 March 2014

Mr Stanley Gibson, 79 B’cormick Ave, Bangor (21)
Mr Leslie Pyper, Cranley Lodge (17)

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord”

New members

17 January 2014

Mrs Elizabeth McWalters, 35 Rosepark, D’adee (1)

We warmly welcome these new members to our fellowship, assuring

them of our interest and seeking from them their active support.

God of our life, there are days when the burdens we carry chafe our shoulders and
weigh us down; when the road seems dreary and endless, the skies grey and
threatening; when our lives have no music in them, and our hearts are lonely, and
our souls have lost their courage. Flood the path with light, we beseech Thee; turn our
eyes to where the skies are full of promise; tune our hearts to brave music; give us the
sense of comradeship with heroes and saints of every age; and so quicken our spirits
that we may be able to encourage the souls of all who journey with us on the road of
life, to Thy honour and glory.
–Saint Augustine

USEFUL CONTACT DETAILS
Assistant Minister

Tarr Porr

Church Office

Tues, Wed & Fri 9.00-1.00

www.groomsportpc.com

9146 8377
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Catherine Poxon and Lois Goldie recently raised £80 for Stand
up to Cancer, which funds new treatments—well done.
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Congratulations to ANNE SCOTT, who was recently presented with a special gold badge
and flowers to acknowledge her ten years of volunteering service with Oxfam Ireland.

Congratulations to Rev. Derek Drysdale, who celebrated the
50th anniversary of his ordination on 29th December last year
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Nowadays, almost everything that appears in Eagle Wing reaches
us via email. Having been without our internet connection for about
a month, just at the time when submissions for this issue were
coming in, I had only an incomplete idea of what we had received in
terms of content until relatively recently. When I was able to go
online again it was, therefore, a relief to find that so much material
had arrived and I think you will agree that it is of a very high
standard. There is the usual great variety - news, features,
achievements, reports of interesting experiences; links to South
Africa and America, and to members currently abroad; family
history; poems; humour; a picture of the Easter Bunny and a great
cupcake recipe! Many thanks to everyone who has sent items of
any kind - and a special note of personal appreciation to Anne
Buchanan, who kindly allowed me, in my internet blackout (and in
slight panic mode!) to tap into the wireless connection in her
kitchen. So you see – you don’t actually have to write for Eagle
Wing to make a very valuable contribution to it!
It’s startling to realise how reliant we have become upon electronic
communication. The lack of telephone landline for a similar length of
time was nothing compared to the loss of internet access – and I
don’t even do Facebook or Twitter! I often think that Jesus, the
ultimate communicator, would probably be all over the social
networks if he were here today. Two thousand years ago, it was
from a hillside, or from a boat on the lake, that he addressed the
crowds of people, who somehow knew when and where to gather;
that must have happened by word of mouth, no virtual networks,
just individuals spreading the news - which seemed to have its own
way of going ‘viral’. Back then, you could have witnessed Jesus’
trial, and maybe even the crucifixion, live and in person, if you’d
been able to get there – these events attracted spectators, many of
whom must have been desensitised to the horrors they witnessed.
Today, such things would likely be on YouTube, receiving multiple
hits, and with the same danger of viewers becoming desensitised.
But unless you have a taste for the extremely gruesome, how could
you not be sickened by such a spectacle of betrayal and violence?
Most of us would probably turn away in revulsion and disbelief, just
as people would have left the slopes of Calvary while the deepest
darkness descended - it’s only natural to be pretty certain that that
must have been the absolute end, to feel terrified of that kind of
blackout. It’s the turning back that takes courage – and what a
shame it would be to fail to notice the new beginning that kicked in
two days later, changing everything for ever; or to miss catching the
rays of the brightest light, unleashed from behind that stone that
was moved, banishing the terror along with the dark. And, while we
may have many more, and much further-reaching, methods of
communication in the 21st century, they’re only as effective as the
people using them - so it’s still up to us, by any means at our
disposal, to spread the news of Easter!
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TARA’S THOUGHTS
American comedian, Tina Fey, wrote that throughout her career, she has heard people say,
“Women just aren’t funny.” Not only that, but they’d quote other famous people who agree.
"Jerry Lewis says women aren't funny," or “Christopher Hitchens says women aren't funny."
But during her decade career at Saturday Night Live, women became the driving force, the
main event of the comedy sketches. Her comedy television show that she writes, produces
and stars in, has won 16 Emmys and had 103 nominations. Clearly, some people think
she’s funny.
The entrance of women into professional comedy upset the balance of what was, and
many people weren’t happy about it. Generally speaking, when anything new comes into
being, it upsets the balance of what was, and many people aren’t happy about it. The church is no
exception.
I’ve heard the history, even within the generations at Groomsport, of how new
things upset the order and caused discontent amongst some. The introduction
of the organ, when it was first installed, was “too loud” for some people. “You
can’t even hear yourself singing over it.” They just wanted the good ol’ piano
they’d grown up with, accompanying hymns. Whenever the cross was put in
over the pulpit, some thought it was garish, too in-your-face and lacked
subtlety. They didn’t like staring at it (or it staring at them) whenever they
looked up towards the pastor. When women were first welcomed into the
clergy, many of them heard exactly the same sentiment Tina Fey experienced in
comedy; women just can’t do that. Women aren’t funny and they cannot be
pastors. They just can’t.
Those are changes in our history as a church that we’ve adjusted to. They’ve become the new
normal and “the way things are.” We accept them as a given, and even cherished, part of our church.
But it wasn’t always so. The pattern repeats itself again and again. Instead of organs or women, now
it’s technology that’s garish. It’s the new worship music, bands and drums. It’s the pastor who
doesn’t wear a robe and tells too many jokes. And don’t even get me started with the clapping. That
is not the way things are done with us and therefore it isn’t genuine worship.
I think this attitude, these murmured criticisms, do so much damage to our witness, both as
individuals and as a collective church. It says that we know it all, the best and only right way to do
things. And at its root, it’s bullying. It’s putting down someone else to make your way seem
superior in comparison. It’s a sign of a threatened or frightened faith, rather than a secure one.
Change is the only constant in the world, which means we can never stop adjusting to change.
Change comes in families and friends, in homes, in pets and hobbies, jobs and abilities. We must
always and continually learn how to acclimate. And it’s this skill of acclimation that many churches
have forgotten. Churches have atrophied at learning new practices to account for change that
inevitably comes our way. What worked five years ago may not work five years from now. We
must continually reassess, to have the most impact in our communities.
I think Groomsport has a leg-up in the ability to adjust to change, because of the Princeton intern
program. Each year, this congregation adjusts to a very different kind of minister. Groomsport has
seen outgoing and shy, male and female, introvert and extrovert, energetic and calm, married and
single - and next year, a family. This congregation has trained itself to accept very different
personalities, life stages, strengths and weaknesses as valid, capable ministers.
In the same way, I hope that we learn to view and speak about different forms of worship as valid,
capable ministries. It doesn’t come automatically, just as adjusting to different interns isn’t
8
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automatic. It takes intentionality. It takes interest, asking questions, learning about what is
unfamiliar.
And at the end of the day, you may just not connect, and that’s OKAY. But others might. And part
of being in community means adjusting to accommodate for others. You may not like the organ or
the cross, but some do. You may not think women are funny, but some do. Just because you don’t
connect, doesn’t mean it unequivocally lacks value.
I’ve heard it said that if you walk out of worship with
one thing to hold onto, it’s a success. It only takes one
thing you connected with, be it a hymn or prayer or
sermon, to make it worship. Even if it’s something you
disagree with, that clarified your own stance or just
made you think, it’s a success. Even something small,
like someone talking to you before or after worship,
showing interest and creating community, that’s a
success. We’ve got it in our minds that everything
should connect and be right for me, rather than allowing
space for things we don’t necessarily like that are
important to others.
I feel that Groomsport is bracing itself for change, holding out keeping the status quo as long as
possible before surrendering to the seemingly inevitable. Automatically, this puts us into a defensive
posture. What if, instead, we disciplined ourselves to learn new traditions, new songs, new aesthetics
and why it is so meaningful to others along the way now? Maybe in the process, it will become
meaningful to us. Or maybe we will simply open up space for others and for difference and that will
teach us to be a bit more selfless.
Either way, God will still be present and at work, and that’s always success.

Passion
That day is not a day
I want you to replay in your minds.
I never wanted to find you imagining the pain,
reliving my shame.
I did it so that you wouldn’t have to:
played your part instead of you.
Hanging on the apex of history
I didn’t ask for sympathy.
Don’t wonder how it was, but why
I made my choice and
what it is I see.
Take the future that is ours now,
leave the memories to me.
By Katy Holbird,
published in Closer to God (Scripture Union, 2013),
re-produced with permission

www.groomsportpc.com
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THE PANTOMIME
The Turnstones first began in 1974 and today still has several of
the original members involved, but now we have second and third
generations enjoying the fun that all started 40 years ago. This
year we had over 80 people involved, which shows how a great group of people
can come together to share their talents, time, friendship and fun.
This year our pantomime, Snow White, was a great success, with packed
audiences at every performance and two standing ovations (which was a first).
The pantomime was written by Elaine Nixon who had the vision and insight to
bring the well known fairytale to life on the Groomsport stage.
Rehearsals began last September when Director Elaine and
Producer Ann held auditions for much sought after parts.
During these, many people suddenly found they could sing
when they were asked to perform in front of our Musical
Director John Ekin. For some, this was daunting, while
others found talents they didn’t know they had. Rehearsals
began on Monday and Wednesday nights over the winter
months and gradually everything started to come together.
In November, the younger children became involved and
rehearsed every Saturday. Costumes were made, ordered and
fitted, staging was put into place, tickets started to sell and
words still had to be learnt, but as we hit February, everyone
moved up a gear and the anticipation of the performances
became imminent. Nerves set in as we approached the first night
but with final supportive words of encouragement, the curtain
opened with the Wicked Queen and a chorus of song and dance.
The performances were well supported by appreciative
audiences, and both cast and back stage teams went home each
night tired but happy. On the last night, we had our annual ‘Oscar’ awards and
red carpet event.
This year we have been pleased to be able to
donate £1000 to Chest Heart and Stroke. We have also
been able, at last, to buy our own apron stage which
will be a real asset for us. We would like to thank Ian
Kinnaird, who gave us advice and gave up his time to
make the staging.
It takes teamwork to pull off a successful event and
that’s the Turnstones - a great team of people who
support each other, laugh and have fun together.
Thank you to all who supported this community event.
Ann Williams
10
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Observations on the Panto
There’s a sleepy little village, not too far from Donaghadee,
That sits beneath a lovely cloudless sky;
Where they have a great wee Panto every year in February,
Except for last year, I don’t know the reason why.
This year, our Director and her friend, they did write
A story about love so dear and pure,
About these seven wee men and a girl they call Snow White,
But it also had some badness, that’s for sure.
One thing that did perplex us, was the big doll here from Texas;
When she got her part, she said: ‘That’s not the plan.’
We said ‘Less of your aul’ bluster, it’s a pantomime in Ulster,
And that is why you have to play a man.’
When it came to pick her gopher, the Director mulled it over
And at one point even thought of Holywood;
Then she had a wee thought bubble, she called the gopher Trouble
And cast Paula, who we all knew would be good.
The dwarfs were hard to cast, they were left till near the last,
‘Cos nobody wants to play a little chappy;
But Elaine, she did coerce - and she even used some force Till she got them and they all left feeling Happy.
With the final part in sight, the beautiful Snow White Who was after all, the show’s big shining star;
No, it’s not the Queen or Dolly, it’s a lovely girl called Holly,
Who some say with dedication could go far.
For Musical Director they had tried to hire Phil Spector But he couldn’t come, his water tank was leakin’
And he had to fix the head; so Elaine and Ann instead
Had to swallow pride and go and ask John Ekin.
When rehearsals finally started and direction was imparted,
It began under somewhat of a cloud,
For some folk they were winging and you couldn’t hear the
singing
All because the blinking music was too loud…
The Musical Director dropped it down a notch or two We all agreed his tinkling did improve And Lord Bertie made a difference when he wasn’t in the loo
And the Ladies finally got into their groove.

www.groomsportpc.com
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The Courtiers looked so elegant, they all looked really swell,
Tho’ some did miss rehearsals, took a chance For Lady Maud went off up to the Rosspark Hotel
With her husband for his birthday and romance.
But her absence it did tell, last Monday, (just as well)
And it sent the Director intill a rage;
The Courtiers were tawdry, despite all attempts by Audrey,
For they missed their cue to be up on the stage.
While the plot did have some menace, there was a break for tennis,
With Dolly dominating at the net;
While the audience did shout, Dolly said the balls were out,
As she stood there draped in feathers and in sweat.
When the Queen, she cast her curse, we all yelled “Send for Purce,
HE can save us, HE can foil her evil trick!”
But the Herbert he had gone with three Mars Bars and a scone
To the forest with Snow White for a picnic!
The kids were made to practise on their own on Saturday;
They got cross, some even took the huff;
Some mummies thought it harsh they were kept out of the way But we all thought that it was fair enough.
Lady Jane, she suited green, she looked lovely and serene,
As she stood there decked in her regalia;
Then Dolly came along and made her sing a song
About wee Andy who lived down in Australia.
Back stage it was a nightmare – it would’ve done your head;
At one point it brought us to our knees It wasn’t Sandra miked or the bookcase or the bed,
The problem was those flippin, awful trees!
So tonight we hatched a plan to bamboozle scary Ann
To see if she would yell and she would shout.
Freda used her cunning wiles and we bribed that nice chap, Miles,
And he agreed that he would leave her batteries out.
Of the runners in the hall, one was big and really tall
And he fixed you with a hard and steely look;
If you should even sneeze, he held up ‘Quiet Please’
And he wrote your name down in his little book.
The out-take of the show, it was on opening night
It split our sides, it really made us grin For when the Queen was just about to poison poor Snow White,
Her big false nose was sitting on her chin!
12
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I know there is no doubt that I’ve left some people out,
Without whose help the show would have been worse So if you haven’t heard your name, you must come back again
Next year and we’ll put you in a verse.
The show turned out a corker, it was a work of art;
The audiences to a man did cheer!
And on the one condition that wee Suzy takes a part,
Then I’m sure you’ll all be coming back next year.

By John Bell
Turnstones production of Snow White: February 2014

NEWS FROM THE CAMPBELLS
Hi everyone, it is the Campbell family from sunny UAE. Well, things are all
good here. The children have all settled into school life well and have some lovely
friends, so our weekends are packed with activities!
Chloe has just completed her expedition for her Silver International Award (Duke
of Edinburgh). She was walking in the mountains for two days and kayaking
for one day. As usual, the kids seemed to get no sleep!
Erin and Kieran have been busy with cross country events and netball and
basketball matches. Ian has been successful in being appointed as the new Head
of Secondary as of September!! So, a fantastic achievement. I have also started
work - after a long wait, I am a Clinical Instructor in RAK Hospital. A new
challenge for me – which, now in my fourth week - I am enjoying.
We are looking forward to seeing everyone when we return in the summer.
Bye for now.
Love from Maureen, and all the Campbells xx
maureen.campbell97@gmail.com
www.groomsportpc.com
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SAY IT WITH FLOWERS
For the last twenty-five years, MRS DIANA SIMS
has been the orchestrator of the lovely flowers we have in
the church week by week, month by month. She has had
a very small band of helpers, but the vast majority of the
work has been done by Diana herself. Diligently, unobtrusively and creatively,
she has added a great deal to the beauty of the church and, I feel, the
atmosphere for worship.
But sometimes in life, you just have to let people retire and take a back seat, so
as we wish you more relaxing weekends than you have had for a long time, we
say very simply, but most sincerely:

DIANA, YOU HAVE BEEN BRILLIANT!
Now, they say that when one door closes, another one opens - and we have
been unbelievably fortunate that one of our new members, MRS PAT MILLER,
has been willing to take over the mantle of leader. Pat, like Diana, has
wonderful expertise with flowers but she is really hoping that at least a few
more volunteers will come forward to help. It would mean only two or three
Sundays in the whole year and Pat would be very willing to get you started. It
doesn't have to be perfect. It just has to be you saying thank you for all the
church gives you. Please think about it prayerfully.
If, however, you feel you have no talent whatsoever in this direction, remember
that we have a FLOWER FUND which helps with the expenses of the flowers,
oasis, etc. A donation - perhaps in memory of a loved one, or to mark an
especially happy occasion - can be given to Pat.

Can you help in any way?
Just ring Pat (02891 466680) – she will be delighted to hear from you.
Mary Corry
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A VISIT FROM THE MODERATOR, RT REV DR ROB CRAIG, Sunday 9th March 2014

www.groomsportpc.com
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Over the last number of weeks, our lessons have been based around the story
of Joseph. We enjoyed making Joseph’s coloured, long-sleeved coat in paper
patchwork, decorating gingerbread men biscuits to give them coloured coats
and playing games with the very colourful parachute. As we continue the story,
we will also be launching the PCI project, entitled Places of Hope. This involves
helping with the work of Rainbow House in Thailand. This is a home for disabled
children who have been abandoned by their families, and they want to build
another house, to be named Vision House, to accommodate older children and to
give them more independence. Mrs. Heather Lyle - the wife of Rev. Peter Lyle,
minister of Ballyholme Presbyterian - is coming to tell us about this work on
4th May. Peter and Heather’s daughter, Kim, has been adopted from Rainbow
House. The project will also help with a new building at the extending church in
Mulingar. Due to growing numbers, their church is no longer fit for purpose.
We are going to be very busy and we ask for the prayers and support of the
congregation. Please come along to our coffee before church on 11th May. Have
some refreshments and, if you wish, make a small donation towards the project.
Margaret McCreedy Tel 9146 4361

COFFEE MORNING
Sunday 11th May
10.15 –11.15am
Everyone welcome to come and enjoy a cuppa before morning worship at
11.30am

Proceeds for Sunday School Project: Places of Hope

16
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This is Summer McWhinney’s lovely picture of the EASTER BUNNY

www.groomsportpc.com
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SURVIVORS’ TRIBUTE – for those born before 1945
We were born before television, before penicillin, polio vacine, frozen foods,
photocopiers, contact lenses, videos, Frisbees and the Pill. We lived before radar, credit
cards, split atoms, laser beams and ballpoint pens; before dish-washers, tumble driers,
electric blankets and air conditioners.
We got married first and then lived together - how quaint can you be? The Big Mac was
an oversized raincoat and crumpet was what you had for tea. We existed before house
husbands, computer dating, dual careers; meaningful relationships meant getting
along with your cousins; sheltered accommodation was where you waited for a bus.
We were born before day care centres, group homes and disposable nappies or
incomes. We never heard of FM radio, tape decks, electric typewriters, artificial hearts;
a chip was a piece of wood or a fried potato, hardware meant nuts and bolts and
software wasn't even a word.
Before 1940, Made in Japan meant junk, a stud was something
that fastened a collar to a shirt and going all the way meant
staying on a double-decker bus until it reached the terminus.
In our day, cigarette smoking was fashionable, grass was
mown, coke was kept in the coalhouse, a joint was a piece of
meat you ate on Sundays and pot was something you cooked
in. Rock music was a grandmother's lullaby and a disc jockey
was a National Hunt jockey with a back injury. The recycling
unit was the rag-and-bone man; debt and illegitimacy were secrets and MacDonald
only had a farm. The Top Ten used to be the Ten Commandments, and only Generals
had aides.
We who were born before 1940 must be a hardy bunch, when you
think of the ways in which the world has changed and of the
adjustments we have had to make. No wonder we are so
confused most of the time – but we have survived!!
Source unknown
Contributed by Scott McAlpine,
who thought it might strike a chord with some of our readers!

Easter
was when Hope in person
surprised the whole world by coming forward
from the future into the present
― N.T. Wright
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WALTER NELSON HALL COMPLEX
This BIG VILLAGE BOOK FAYRE is now planned for
July 2014.
The proceeds will go towards aiding
charities that work for the stricken and needy in other
countries.
There will be new books, old books and some valuable
ancient books. They will range from children’s
literature to fiction and non-fiction in many categories.
Looking forward to your support,

Margaret Johnston

COFFEE MORNING
Saturday 24th May
in the Church Hall
10.30am and 12.30pm.
Hosted by Deborah Goldie and Friends
In aid of the Friends of the Cancer Centre, Belfast City
Hospital
“This is such an invaluable charity to the cancer patients
of the City Hospital, providing funding for research,
equipment, or patient comfort. The charity has
benefitted me and my family greatly
during the six years of being a patient of the
Bridgewater Suite.”
Everyone welcome - please come along and support
Deborah in her fundraising for this great cause.

www.groomsportpc.com
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Christmas in our House

Paula Montgomery

Holidays, and then taking my son to university were the subjects of
my last two articles in this magazine. What could be No.3? I thought.
Christmas for all of us is but a distant memory now, but that season
of the year brings its own entertainment in our household. Several
years ago, my Mother announced, “We don’t want you to be alone
with the children on Christmas morning, so your Dad and I are
coming to stay.”
They duly arrived on Christmas Eve, about 9pm, in a car somewhat
reminiscent of that in National Lampoons Christmas Vacation,
weighed down with Christmas presents, kitchen equipment (“you
can never have enough saucepans and gravy boats”) - and even
the hostess trolley. Obviously my kitchen at that time didn’t live up to
expectations. Several hours later, my Father finally stopped
unloading the car. What’s more, they stayed until late on Boxing Day.
What is even more surprising is that this routine continues today – more for their sake, may
I add! They now even have their own room for the duration, although this year they did sail
a bit close to the wind when I discovered the toothpaste they were using - a competitor’s
brand. It was duly confiscated by one who has worked for Colgate for the last 30 years.
Most households have their own traditions around Christmas;.and we are no exception.
On Christmas morning, woe betide anyone who doesn’t conform. We all have to line up at
the top of the stairs, in descending order of height. How things have changed over the last
few years – Mum & I are now at the back of the line!
None of us is allowed into the lounge until my Father confirms that the man with the big
white beard has already been. Then begins the fervour of opening presents, whilst watching
the clock so we make it to Church on time; oh, and trying to remember what paper can go
in the blue bin, usually my Father’s job.
Boxing Day now traditionally begins with the swim in Ballyholme Bay,
guaranteed to blow away the cobwebs of the previous day - before
preparing for another dinner, but this time with the whole Kirk family, 14
now in total. Table settings are at their maximum, so any advance on
that number and we will be eating in the garden. As a little added extra,
we have “table presents” after dinner, £1 value being the limit. It is
amazing what can be bought for that amount, and the excitement
surrounding this activity has almost become the highlight of the day. I
would recommend it to any family.
Often we complain about the hassle of Christmas - the expense, an extremely busy time,
etc, but we should all be so grateful to be able to spend this time with family and loved
ones.
It won’t always be like this.
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What are you doing on Boxing Day?

Tanya Neeson

It's mid-November and like many, my thoughts turn to
Christmas and the festivities ahead. The excitement builds
on my two boys’ faces, opening of advent calendars, letters
being written to Santa and involvement within Sunday
School's Christmas service, and school nativity.
Trepidation...anxiety...perhaps nausea are the words I tend to
think of at this time of year, along with the thought of what
have I let myself in for...AGAIN?!!!
For the third year in a row, my sister, Paula Montgomery, has
managed to talk - or more accurately, cajole - me into what
can only be described as the dreaded Ballyholme Boxing Day
Swim! You would think, after completing the swim twice
before, I would have more sense, but no, one must keep up
with what could now be seen as a family tradition... and you can't let your family down, certainly
not if you don't want to have the constant reminders of being a drop out!
Last year, Mum (June Kirk) decided she would join the ranks also. Secretly, the family hoped it
wouldn't be the same this year and we could maybe give her an easier job of holding the towels.
Thankfully, due to a bad flu just before Christmas, her Ballyholme Bay swimming career was
cancelled - or probably in her eyes, put on hold. We did, however, successfully recruit two other
unsuspecting members to swell the ranks, namely my husband, Philip, and Assistant Minister,
Tara Porr... Texas ain't seen nathin like this before!
Ten days, five days to go... swim is still in the back of my mind... nothing can shift it. Even on
Christmas Day, amidst the joy and excitement, the niggle of what is due to take place the
following day is there and growing!
And so to Boxing Day. As we leave the house in relative silence, I glance at the temperature in
the car: minus 1c...oh joy and rapture! At Ballyholme
Yacht Club, swimmers in their swim gear jump up and
down, trying to get warm. I keep as many layers as
possible on for as long as possible. Glancing around
the slipway, I see there is a great crowd and so many
familiar faces from our church, all happed up in their
woolly hats and gloves and huge winter coats; there's
no doubting the pangs of jealousy that are fighting
against the coldness that has now started to creep up
through my feet. If I am painting a horrendous picture,
I'm glad, freezing was not the word!
Time for a quick photo and the 'smiles' are there for all to see... me, Max, Shannon, Leah, Philip,
Paula & Tara. Steadily, we make our way down the slipway and 'plunge' into Ballyholme Bay.
Hearts racing with anticipation of just how cold the water might be, trying to catch breath before
the freezing cold gets it first. With feet frozen and legs beginning the freezing process, the
www.groomsportpc.com
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numbness envelops every part of your body that it can get a hold off. MAD IRISH! The yellow
buoy seemed so far away from the slipway but for dramatic purposes, let's say it was one
hundred metres - although I believe it to be ten. The effort of trying to breathe and swim around
so many bodies makes up for the extra ninety.
After ten to fifteen minutes, it's over. Towels are handed over by our beautiful assistants –
including Bobby, June, Josh & Zak. Congratulations are sounded and amidst the chattering of
teeth and pink legs, there are smiles...we did it... AGAIN! I can honestly say, it took me around
four hours to thaw out completely. Paula believes this to be exhilarating, I'm yet to be
convinced.
For those of you who aren't aware of the background as to why we complete this madcap
venture each year: five years ago, following the detection of a tumour, Mum had one of her
kidneys removed in the Endourology Department in the Ulster Hospital. Due to the wonderful
care Mum received during this time and various other follow-up visits, she wanted to give
something back, and subsequently set up her annual charity mission to raise funds for the
Endourology Dept and MRI Children's Scanner Appeal.
Through the Boxing Day swim, over £600 was raised - a huge ‘thank you’ to everyone who
helped contribute to this total. Over the past four years, and through all of the charity events
such as the swim, Easter chicks and afternoon teas, Mum has raised over £10,500. Your
support each year is overwhelming and very much appreciated by the whole Kirk family. A word
of warning: if you find yourself in either Paula’s or Mum's company around November or early
December this year, and they happen to ask What are you doing on Boxing Day?, take my advice
and run - otherwise I'll see you on Ballyholme Yacht Club slipway!

I just received a letter from Mr Peter Msiska
in Malawi to say that the children’s shoes
which we sent to Ekwendeni have arrived
safely at last!! A quote from his letter says:
Thank you for the shoes, all boxes have been received well.
All orphans are giving thanks to all who have taken part in
the project. Four nurseries have received shoes. In total so
far over 300 children give thanks for the shoes. God’s
blessings are sent to you all.
I recently spoke to the Rev and Mrs Robin Quinn who are
home now after spending many years with PCI in Malawi.
They underlined once again appreciation for the shoes,
saying that many children will no longer be in danger of
racking up infections through the soles of their feet.
Many thanks for your support.
Maureen Irwin
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THE BOUL PATRICK AND THE ULSTER SCOTS CONNECTION
by Brian McClelland

The raw wind howled, banshee-like in the
pre-dawn darkness, as the boy struggled from
the narrow boat that had stolen him from his
home on the west coast of Britain and brought
him to captivity in this black bog of a land. He
shivered violently as the rain-bearing squall bit
through his thin shift, his sandalled feet curling
up in the freezing waters of the beach. What
did the future hold for him? he despaired in his
blanket of wetness, far from home and a captive of barbarian tribes.
I guess I have always had a kind of affinity with Ireland’s Patron Saint. My mother, you see,
was born on St Patrick’s Day, 1905, so at least once a year he would be in my thoughts,
however briefly. Anyway, in my youth, 17th March had little to do with St Patrick and much
more to do with the date of Schools’ Cup Final at Ravenhill. In each of my first three years
at Methody, the school reached the final - warranting a half day’s holiday to watch the
game. Sadly, we lost on every occasion to bitter rivals, Campbell or Inst! I did eventually
participate in a cup final at Ravenhill myself, but it was with a Malone side, not Methody,
and certainly not on St Patrick’s Day.
To say that the life of St Patrick is the stuff of myth and legend is something of an
understatement. Was he responsible for banishing the snakes from Ireland? Did he use
the shamrock to explain the doctrine of the Holy Trinity? Did he commune with God or a
guardian angel on various mountain tops? While there is no historical basis for any of these
claims, Patrick did exist and was a successful missionary, establishing Christianity in a land
that was, at the time, seen to be situated at the very edge of the earth.
Patrick was born into a Romano-British family around AD385, in the small town of
Bannavem Taberniae on the west coast of what is now England; his father was a minor
official and his grandfather a priest. When Patrick was sixteen, he was captured by Irish
slavers and taken to Ireland, where he spent the next six years in captivity herding cattle,
possibly in north Antrim, near Slemish mountain. Escaping from slavery, Patrick trained for
the priesthood either in Gaul or Britain, and returned to Ireland as a bishop and Irish
mission leader, converting and baptising thousands, ordaining many clergy and bringing
monastic and ecclesiastical organisation to backward rural societies like the Scoti, a north
Irish tribal group.

www.groomsportpc.com
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My present interest in Patrick was sparked by accident. I was planning a short Ulster Scots
history trip with one of my sons before Christmas - along the Ards Peninsula, using a driving
tours map supplied by the local tourist office. The old graveyard on the seaward side of the
road from Donaghadee to Millisle was to be my first port of call. I noted from the tour
commentary that the site of the graveyard was called Templepatrick, which revelation, I
must admit, really gives the game away!
The graveyard itself is quite difficult to see from
the road. It lies about a mile north of
Donaghadee, just past Ballyvester beach on the
left and the car park on the right. Another
good landmark is the large standing stone
memorial, which is not far beyond the
graveyard on the left. Densely packed with
mostly well-preserved slate stones, the small,
ancient graveyard appears difficult to maintain,
with stones at different levels, some quite
over-grown with grass and weeds. There are
190 of these headstones, the oldest date of
death recorded being 1678. Quite apart from my own surname, names such as Acheson,
Adams, Angus, Boyle, Byers, Campbell, Fulton, Garrett, Jackson, McCaw, McComb,
McCready, McDowell, McKeag, McQuoid, Patton and Reid indicate the Scottish ancestry of
the incumbents.
James Hamilton and Hugh Montgomery, both born in Ayrshire, were the founding fathers
of the Ulster Scots. They acquired lands in Ulster from Irish chieftain, Con O’Neill, who lived
in a Norman castle called Castle Reagh, the site of which is believed to be in region of
Manse Road/Church Road, Castlereagh. The lands included Lower Clandeboye, Upper
Clandeboye and the Great Ards. Hamilton and Montgomery, who became bitter rivals,
began the plantation of Ulster in 1606. Making the short sea crossing from Portpatrick to
Donaghadee, the first wave of Lowland Scots began to arrive on the east coast of Ulster.
The “scorched earth” policy of Con O’Neill’s grandfather, Sir Brian O’Neill, around 1572, to
stop any English settlements in the area, had resulted in ruined buildings - including abbeys
like Grey Abbey - depopulation and unfarmed lands. In consequence, the soil was fallow in
nature, just right for planting and harvesting.
I think it’s appropriate now to introduce one of my Scottish ancestors, Sir Robert
McClelland of Bombie, Kirkcudbright, who was born around 1592. A fiery tempered young
man by all accounts, Sir Robert was involved in many disputes, including an assault on the
minister at Kirkcudbright – never a good idea at the best of times! He resided at the now
ruined Kirkcudbright Castle, which was built by his father around 1580. In 1610, the
youthful Sir Robert was appointed the chief undertaker of 2000 acres in the barony of
Boylagh and Bannagh in west Donegal.
In a move that was a good idea, Sir Robert married the daughter of Hugh Montgomery in
1614 and acquired 2000 acres in County Down. He brought McClelland relatives from
Scotland to County Down and made his home there for a while. Sir Robert received the
title Lord Kirkcudbright from Charles 1 in 1633. Regrettably, the McClelland family fortunes
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hit hard times and, with the death of John, the 3rd Lord Kirkcudbright, in 1644, most of their
estates were sold.
Meanwhile, on the Cottown and adjacent townlands,
McClellands farmed at Willy’s Wood Island and
Homelands, amongst other places. Quite a number of
McClelland families emigrated to faraway places like
Australia and New Zealand, but they never forgot their
Scotish roots. It is noteworthy that Andrew McClelland,
my great great uncle, who married Jane Magowan, a
farmer’s daughter from the nearby townland of
Ballyfotherly, and who left for Melbourne in 1863 described himself as “Scotch” on the passenger list of
the emigrant ship, despite the family having been in Ireland for over two centuries.
Now, what has all of this to do with St Patrick? The question that must be posed now is
how did the area where the old graveyard is situated come to be called Templepatrick –
Teampall Phadraig or Patrick’s Church? The Montgomery Papers held at the Public Record
Office record an interesting detail: the first Scottish settlers were informed by the native
Irish that St Patrick had landed in Ireland at Templepatrick. All traces of a church have long
since been swallowed by the passage of time but it is perfectly feasible to think that the old
graveyard was once attached to a church. Why otherwise would a graveyard exist on this
narrow strip of land, so near the seashore?
At the south end of Ballyvester beach, the site where, in my first paragraph, I have Patrick
landing, is an imprint of his hand and foot on a rock near the shore - or so tradition has it. I
have been unable to trace such a rock, nor the well in the vicinity which is reputed to have
healing qualities. There again, Patrick has such wells all over Ireland!
Patrick allowed himself a brief smile of satisfaction.
He was back on the very strip of land where, years
before, his destiny had been clouded in uncertainty.
This time a rainbow arched overhead and he was
unshackled, now a liberator, a man of God whose
avowed intention was to preach the gospel and
convert the sinners of this largely heathen land. He
crossed himself, quickly dropped to his knees,
slipped the cowl from his head and kissed the
pebbled beach. In time, he would build a little
church on this very spot but now, in a tumult of joy,
he was away - away to fulfil God’s plan for him.
I live among barbarians, a stranger and exile for the love of God
Therefore, I cannot keep silent, nor would it be proper, so many
Favours and graces has the Lord deigned to bestow on me in the land
of my captivity
St Patrick
www.groomsportpc.com

25

(028) 9146 2552

Vol 40, No 3, Spring 2014

CHANGING TIMES
I came to Groomsport in my twilight days My former church had changed in too many ways.
The psalms and hymns we sang with great joy
Are now little choruses I sang as a boy.
The choir and the organist just have to stand
And listen to the thump of the new praise band.
Changes were made for youth who are not there The rest had no choice but to grin and bear.
Nobody noticed the empty pews,
Nor were we asked for our views;
The Minister gathers his chosen few Everything’s great - if he only but knew!
I hope they wake up before it’s too late;
Would the last one leaving please close the gate?
If, like me, you are in a state of despair,
Please take heart - there is a church out there.
We did the rounds and tried all the rest;
We joined Groomsport - it suited us best.
Changes will come, and I know that they will;
Think of the young—but remember, the old pay your bill!
By Oliver Hull

Coffee Morning
Groomsport
Presbyterian Church
Halls

Please bring along any unwanted (clean)
small toys, games and any age of shoes
and clothing to be shipped out for us to
distribute when we arrive.

26th April 2014
10 am to 12 noon
In aid of my trip to
Uganda in June

Many thanks,
Catherine Poxon
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New wholesome menu now
being served - light snacks to hearty meals

♦ Newly Refurbished Bistro with

exciting new Lunch and Dinner
Bistro Menus available

Panoramic views over Groomsport and
Belfast Lough

♦ Family friendly restaurant with

Colouring, DVDs and Gameboys
available for the kids

All major sporting events
televised on the Big Screens including
football, rugby etc.

♦ Gordons Suite available for

private hire for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any
other family gathering
♦

Late bar with live entertainment every
weekend

Tel: 9146 4229

Two function rooms available for private hire
for birthdays,
christenings, weddings and any other family
gathering

Email:
info@stablesandgordonssuite.co.uk

SUITE

REFLEXIONS
We offer a "hands on", holistic
approach to physiotherapy
For treatment and management of:
neck, back and spinal problems;
sports injuries;
rheumatological conditions and
fibromyalgia;
arthritis and joint conditions;
neurological conditions;
musculoskeletal problems and pain
FREE Counselling service
Pilates classes
5 Balloo Court, Bangor
BT19 7AT
Tel: 02891270932

www.groomsportpc.com

Thinking of giving someone a
special treat at Christmas?
Reflexology - helps promote
relaxation and reduces stress,
improves sleep, reduces pain
and stiffness associated with
arthritis and also can boost the
immune system.
Beauty facials - Liz Earle/Neals
Yard/Emma Hardie/Elemis
quartz lift facial.
Theraputic foot treatments and
facial rejuvenation face
massage also available.
Noreen Curry (qualified nurse
and reflexologist)
Bangor West
For Apt: Mob 07532 153518
Mon - Sat/ also evening appt

n
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All work carried out by tradesmen.
Telephone 028 9185 2810 or
Mobile 07702 330584 (Ken)
Mobile 07936 885051 (Mark)

BATHROOM DESIGN
Tel: 028 4277 2891
Mobile: 07850 464830

Email: rklin@helensbay6.freeserve.co.uk

Email: info@cliffordbrownbathrooms.co.uk
Leaking showers repaired professionally
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STOREHOUSE
January and February proved to be exceptionally busy months for
Storehouse.
High numbers of requests for hampers from agencies * meant
that our shelves were almost empty after Christmas. Despite a
concerted effort to restock, they are still emptying as fast as we
can fill them.
We very much give thanks to Groomsport and all the many other
churches for their ongoing support. Without this generous support and regular giving,
Storehouse in North Down would cease to exist and many people in our community
would find themselves in hopeless situations - even suicidal.
We have been to several homes in Groomsport, where we have found great need. We
have supplied hampers to each very grateful household and have signposted the folk
to other agencies to receive additional assistance.
Every little helps and we would suggest to our members who desire to help, that you
bring a small donation and place it in the trolley in the porch of our church—as and
when you can afford it. Items do not need to be left in a bag. They will be delivered
to Storehouse the next day (Monday).
Suggestions: A tube of toothpaste, bar of soap, men’s shaving equipment, sugar, long
life milk, tea or other drinks, washing up liquid. Toilet rolls are always needed, as they
go into every hamper. We do NOT require baked beans, or tinned soup at present,
but anything else on our list in the church porch would be very welcome. We cannot
accept any food item which is “out of date” - it would be illegal for us to pass it on,
and we are bound to check each item carefully..
Thank you so much for your generous support so far. Please keep it up. We rely on
you to help very needy—sometimes desperate people in our area.
Our H.Q. at Storehouse is in the old ONEIDA factory. Everyone is welcome at
Storehouse to view, help, enquire, encourage, donate or just to see what we do! It is a
very happy, positive place, well organised but with time for a “cuppa”.
From Bangor, on the Newtownards dual carriageway, turn into Enterprise Road at
WHALE buildings, take 1st left, then straight through the large half open metal gate
and down a short slope; there is lots of room for parking. Enter by the glass doors
with large red handles.
We are open on Monday to Thursday from 1pm for 2-3 hours, also certain evenings.
You will be made very welcome at any of these times.

* Agencies are:
Simon Community, Rathgael, Bloomfield, Kilcooley and YMCA Community Associations,
Christians against Poverty, Social Workers, Doctors, Health Visitors, Clergy
Referrals, Citizens’ Advice Bureau, Women’s Aid.
by Sheelagh Dalzell
www.groomsportpc.com
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World Leprosy Day 2014
I would like to take this opportunity to thank everyone for your

generosity toward this year’s World Leprosy Day Appeal. Our
Sunday school contributed £200.00 and as a congregation, we
contributed a further £1023.10 to the appeal. Since 1874, The
Leprosy Mission, founded by an Irishman, has sought to reach out to those with
leprosy and the work of the Mission is only possible through loving and prayerful
generosity of people all over the world. World Leprosy Day (WLD) is observed each
year at the end of January by over 100 countries.
In many countries where leprosy is found, the government does little to look after
sufferers and their families. The effects of leprosy are devastating and for many the
words, ‘You have leprosy’ are the tipping point. It is left to voluntary organisations,
many of them Christian, to provide the care which is so desperately needed.
Leprosy:
Caused by the germ Mycobacterium leprae
Also known as Hansen’s disease
Can be cured with multi-drug therapy (MDT). Treatment takes less than 6 months
to 24 months depending on the severity of the case and modern drugs can cure
some types in an even shorter time
Most people, approx. 95% of us, have natural immunity to leprosy
The leprosy germ attacks the nerves, especially in the legs, arms and face, causing
loss of sensation, weakness and paralysis of muscle
Is one of the world’s leading causes of preventable blindness
About 14% of all new cases occur in children under 15 years old
India has the highest prevalence of leprosy in the world, followed by Brazil and
Nigeria
Has no vaccine.
Please keep recycling your used stamps,
old mobile phones and ink cartridges.
Used stamps are sold to stamp collectors and stamp dealers, raising a
record £4692.85 in 2013 for TLMNI. Thank you to Mrs Thelma
Thompson, who sorts all the stamps.
Mobile phones and ink cartridges also raised £569.16 last year. Thank you to
Mr Stewart Holland for sorting out and sending on these items. Boxes for used
stamps, mobile phones and ink cartridges are located in the vestibule.
Thank you for your continued support of the work of The Leprosy Mission.

Stephanie McCreedy
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MIDWEEK FELLOWSHIP

by Stanley Jackson

This is not a ‘Holy Huddle’ - although some are nearly holy
and after 9.15pm, some tend to huddle! The fellowship is open
to all, holy or not, young or old, as we try to deepen our walk
with God. The verse, O taste and see that the Lord is good,
springs to mind as we meet together.
This is a time to pray for those in need at home or abroad, a
time for Bible study, with topics like The Way of the Cross, or
reflections on the issues of Advent. More recently, Tara took us on an informative and
interesting journey through the Middle East, enlightening us on the plight of the
Palestinians.
The discussions on a book called The Shack, where tragedy confronts eternity, saw some
people loving it, while others had difficulties, as we explored Mack’s walk with God (Papa)
– as he dealt with the loss of his beloved daughter, Missy, abducted and murdered by a serial
killer; tough going! We had four or five new people come to review The Shack, and we hope
they will return and enlarge our circle.
Our thanks to Roger for his leadership and preparations, for keeping us all in order, and to
Tara for her input as well.
Bible study isn’t that easy; it’s a commitment and a discipline, but can - and does – deepen
our walk with God, as we see its impact on our own lives. So do come along, and taste and
see that the Lord is good!
~~~~~~~

PW members hosted an open meeting on Monday 24th March, when Gillian Ekin gave a
presentation on her two visits to Uganda, helping as part of a Fields of Life project to
build a new school in 2009, and more recently, at Kiwoko Hospital, teaching nursing and
midwifery students to read music, as well as working with women and children who
have HIV.

www.groomsportpc.com
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CUPCAKE RECIPE
My Mum had bought some eggs but they were very small. Because they were small, we were
worried they weren't the right quantity for the recipe I had. I then remembered a baking tip I had
read, that if you mash up banana into the mix it works the same as eggs. We decided to give it a try.
We were very happy with the end result and will most definitely use this recipe again. I surely hope
others would like to give it a go as well!
Hollie McWhinney (age 11)

Makes 24 cupcakes
~Equipment~
Bun tin/tins and paper cases
Mixer
Some spoons and knives
Spatula
Bowls
And an oven.
Preheat oven to 190 C
~Ingredients~
6 eggs
1 large banana/2 small bananas (you don't taste the banana unless you put loads of bananas in,
but this amount makes the cupcakes soft and yummy)
300g caster sugar
350g self raising flour
1 teaspoon vanilla essence
~For the top~
150g butter
250g icing sugar
1 teaspoon vanilla
4 teaspoons hot water
As many drops of red food colouring as you like depending how dark you want the frosting.
Sprinkles
1: Put the paper cases in bun tin.
2: Crack the eggs into a bowl and make sure there is no shell in it. Now lightly beat with a fork.
3: Place the butter, sugar, flour and vanilla into the eggs.
4. Beat with the mixer until light and creamy.

5: Use a teaspoon to transfer equal amounts of the mixture into the paper cases. Bake the
cupcakes for 18-20 minutes. Leave them to cool on a wire rack.
6: When completely cool, beat together the butter and icing sugar. Once well mixed, add the
vanilla, food colouring and water. Beat until smooth and creamy. Spread over your cupcakes
decorate with sprinkles or edible glitters etc. Now enjoy!!
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As well as adapting recipes and baking delicious cupcakes, Hollie also illustrates -and even
features as a character in - a series of children’s books! Here she tells Eagle Wing readers
how that came about.
Ashley, my brother, met David Seaby a few years ago, while playing chess at a
competition. Mr Seaby was interested in the fact that I am home educated and
wondered if I would like to read one of his books. He sent me a signed copy of
his first book and I wrote him a letter telling him how much I enjoyed reading
about the antics of Barry Badd, the main character in his stories. David Seaby
wrote back and asked me if I would like to review some of
his work, as that would help him very much. David Seaby is
half way through writing a
series of twelve children’s
books. After reviewing many
stories for Mr Seaby, I was
delighted to be told I was
going to be written in as a
character in one of his books.
I have also drawn some
illustrations for his books and
am currently working on two
more illustrations for his
latest book, to be published
very soon. I have had so much
fun reading his stories and
writing my thoughts on them. David Seaby is currently
working on his next book and so the work continues. The
Barry Badd series of books is available to buy on Amazon more titles will be added as they are published.

www.groomsportpc.com
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KNYSNA PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH UPDATE

.…Stanley Megaghey

While the rest of the UK was either flooded, or having the
worst weather for years, Knysna was having the hottest
January and February on record. The Knysna Church has
continued to stabilise, with Wayne van Heerdeen - who is
now starting his second year - putting his plans for the
future into effect. There is now a short service
immediately after the Sunday Service for the many
Malawian members. One of these, Oscar Mwaler, who is
the leader of the group, has been made a Deacon and
took the elder’s role in the Lord’s Supper. The youth,
under the direction of Gill Teggin, have got the orchestra playing well and complementing the
service. Wayne has started a Friday Night Youth Club with ten active members. He has taken
up bowls on a Wednesday afternoon, under Roy and Jenny Raymond’s coaching, and some
people from that club are now attending the Sunday Service as a result.
The’ soaking service’ has had a great effect on those who attended. This takes place on a
Saturday, twice a year, for a five-hour, in-depth session. We arrived late in January and did not
register in time, as the lady who organises these sessions requires two weeks’ notice of those
who are attending. In the Sunday service, the next day, Wayne asked those who attended to
give their views of the soaking mission day. This obviously was a great spiritual success and
another is going to be organised in September.
The e’Pap project is going well. Shelley and Peter
Godsell, with Lally Vijeon, started e’Pap ten years ago.
There are 90 volunteers and they provide 4500
children every school day with the e’Pap nutritious
meal. Shelley and Peter were busy with supporters of
the project visiting Knysna. The cost of the e’Pap
project is approximately £13 per child for a 30-week
school year, or a total of £60k . They have no office
and everyone is a volunteer. The e’Pap meal is
administered at the schools and there is no
mechanism to operate when the buildings are not
functioning. Lally Vijeon took Hazel & me to see three
schools that are serviced by the project. The extreme heat was relentless when we visited the
schools, which are in the Township outside Knysna on the Ridge. The Ethembini School has
three classes, starting with the babies. The principal, Vuyela, with Jayne and Palesa, is in
charge of the babies. Each class has three teachers and the day’s programme is structured.
The heat in those classrooms was unbearable and required strong but silent fans.
The next school of I Linga lom Afrika is constructed on the back of the home of principal,
Cynthia Totito. There are 60 children in three classes. Feeding was difficult as the heat had
caused the fridge to fail, food was wasted and gastroenteritis was not far away. Lally and her
volunteers had set up a ministry for this school and were praying for a suitable fridge. Adverts
were put in the local paper for a second hand fridge. We were with Cynthia in her celebration
to God for her prayers being answered.
The third school with Lally was Maranatha, with principal, Cynthia Malemlela. She started the
school, as she saw an urgent need, and it is an extension of her home. She was nominated for,
and won, Unilever’s OMO soap powder R25000 payout. This money will be used to extend the
facilities of the school.
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The final project we visited was that of our friend, Maria Matius, at her Rheendal
home. She feeds 250 children from her home every day after school. Maria’s
husband started this project some 30 years ago. She promised him that she would
continue until her death but she told us she would live to 110. We jokingly told her we
wanted it in writing! We gave her the last
Eagle Wing, with her photo and those of the
children. Maria was so excited that her work
was being acknowledged in Groomsport! Her
objective is to show love and, through her
Bible Classes, that there is no life in stealing,
alcohol and drugs - which many of them see in
their houses. It was beautiful to see the
children on donated chairs, because last time
we visited they were sitting on a large plastic
sheet.
The national election is about to commence
and two feeding stations have opened up to encourage the votes. These, as in the
past will close once the vote has been taken. This opportunism has not deflected the
numbers who come to Maria for her love and encouragement.
The cooking area is now going to be outside her home, which gives her some privacy,
and it is currently being developed. She required a fridge to hold the food, some of
which is donated, and a cooking stove for big pots. The oven will give her an
opportunity for pie dishes etc. Marion & Garth, owners of Totties Restaurant in
Reenendal, are Maria’s mentors. The facilities at Maria’s - although still work in
progress - are being project-managed by these two dedicated people.
The Church in Knysna is progressing but is being hindered by costs. The West Cape
Presbytery is a major cost, and electricity and water is not cheap in South African
terms. The Church is very united and fund raising is at the top of the list.
Through Olga, the pastoral assistant, everything moves. Julie and Robert (session
clerk) work tirelessly. Arie looks after the maintenance and the baby room had to
have a fan installed to keep it cool. Roy Raymond and Mack Ainslie look after finance.
The Church is an outreach and Olga ensures that those in need are looked after in
both prayer sessions and support. The prayer session is on a Wednesday at noon.
We took Eagle Wing copies with us, plus copies of the Flower Festival magazine to
give them possible fund raising ideas. Hazel took copies of Rev Jim Lamont’s
Reflection - his second book - and gave them out to the Elders to read and distribute.
They were full of praise for his writings. The church in Knysna is full of admiration for
Groomsport and the support the church gives to the many local projects. Knysna
requires support in their outreach work, as unemployment is high and the need is getting greater.
On Sunday 9th March, visitors from North Down attended the morning service. Visitors
are made welcome and are always invited for the cup of tea after the service.
If any member would like more information on Knysna Presbyterian, Maria’s work, or
on e’Pap, we have leaflets which could be left in the church.

www.groomsportpc.com
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At Brownies, the leaders quite often set the girls a challenge to complete but shortly before
Christmas, the Brownies turned the tables on the leaders!
When discussing what they would like to include in their programme for January to March, some of
them informed us they would like to learn to knit. That seemed reasonable as there were about ten of
them but before too long, we had a group of girls who wanted to learn to crochet, another group to
embroider and, finally, the remainder decided origami was to be their new craft. Now that presented
a “problem” as this totalled 35 Brownies, all anxious to learn a new skill.
Following a plea in the Church announcements, we soon had enough extra helpers to complete the
task. On three consecutive Tuesdays in March, we had around ten ladies - and on one evening, a
brave gentleman - who kindly gave an hour of their time to teach the Brownies in their chosen area.
The Brownies always enjoy having visitors along. In fact, on the first Tuesday, we had not been able
to get anyone for the origami group and I was asked, “Why have we no visitor? Will you make sure
we have someone for next week?” Fortunately, we were able to bring a “volunteer” along to do
napkin folding with them. There have been promises made that this will be put to good use on
Mothering Sunday and Easter Sunday dinner tables. Time will tell!
Many of them intend to get their own knitting, crocheting and sewing needles and to continue to
practise. The girls thoroughly enjoyed these sessions and were delighted with their achievement.
The next excitement is our much anticipated pack holiday at Lorne, the first weekend in April. We’ll
update you on that next time.
A huge THANK YOU to all our volunteers - we hope you enjoyed it as much as the Brownies did!
Elaine Carmichael
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The Mark Drama

Carolyn Ekin

I first heard about The Mark Drama through Christian Union at Queen’s
University. The play had been performed there in 2011, just before I
became a student at Queen’s. I read various articles describing how this
play had become a popular way to evangelise to students at universities
throughout the world. I am living in Toulouse this year and I have become
very involved in a Christian charitable organisation called Agapé. I heard
that Agapé was organising a production of The Mark Drama at a local church and I was excited to have
the opportunity at last to experience this play. The whole drama was going to be acted out in French, so
I was slightly nervous that I would not understand all of it!
The play is essentially a whistle-stop tour through the Gospel of Mark and each
scene represents a chapter. The performance lasts 90 minutes, with no
intervals, and this is very effective, as the scenes flow very well and you feel
completely immersed in the experience. There are around fifteen actors in the
production and they play numerous roles. No props are used in the performance
and all the actors wear their ordinary clothes. This helps the audience to
concentrate on the words, as there is nothing that can distract you from the
important message. The actor who plays Jesus is the only person in the play with
memorised lines, as there is no script. The rest of the actors have to learn the
Gospel of Mark in detail and improvise. The actors only had three practices, with
directed improvisation, before the opening night, in order to make the
performances seem natural.
All of the seats were laid out in a circle and some of the rows had
bigger gaps between seats to allow the actors to walk around through
the audience. I felt very involved in the performance and you are able
to see everything very clearly. There was a lot of interaction with the
audience - for example, during the parable of the feeding of the five
thousand, the actors pretended that the audience were the five
thousand and came round to hand out ‘bread’ and ‘fish’. There were
various occasions when the actors went round the audience, joyfully
shaking hands with everyone after Jesus performed a miracle. The
actors created all the sound effects themselves, which was very dramatic and effective. They did an
excellent job of creating the atmosphere of the storm before Jesus calmed it.
The crucifixion scene was very emotional and creative. The scenes where Jesus is mocked and beaten by
the guards were extremely emotive. It all demonstrated very effectively the suffering and anguish Jesus
faced. I also found the scene where Pilate asks the crowd if they want Barabbas or Jesus to be set free
very powerful, as the actors portrayed the frenzy of the crowd with very loud shouting. The actors then
moved outside the circle, behind the audience, and repeatedly whispered ‘Crucify him’. This helped to
create a very tense atmosphere in the room. The most effective part of the whole play was when they
suddenly turned out all the lights in the room to represent the three hours of darkness after the
crucifixion. They left the lights off for quite a while, with silence to let the audience reflect upon the pain
Jesus experienced for us. Then at the very end of the play, they suddenly turn the lights off again to
signify the end of the performance.
A woman called Laetitia Bardina, who participated in a production in Bourges, France, said that for her
the highlight was the third performance in a prison, where forty Bibles ‘sold like hot cakes.’ This
demonstrates how effective this play has become as a method of evangelising to others. At the end of
the play, they handed out free copies of the Gospel of Mark and offered tea and coffee so that the
audience could talk to the actors about their experience. I would highly recommend this play, as it helps
you to learn so much detail about Mark’s Gospel in a short space of time. It is an innovative way of
demonstrating what kind of a person Jesus was, and encourages people to find out more about him.
www.groomsportpc.com
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Dear Groomsport Friends,
Hello! I'm so sorry that I've missed the last two Eagle Wing deadlines. It was wonderful
to be with you last August. I always have such a warm welcome in the congregation and you truly
make my visits to Northern Ireland like visiting my second home. Upon returning to Texas after my
vacation, I had ENT surgery to clear up a lot of sinus and nasal problems. For the first time in my
life, I can breathe like a normal person - I never knew breathing could be this wonderful and
easy! :) In November, I spent Thanksgiving with my sister and her family, having lots of fun nephew
time with my 19.5 month old nephew. I got to play with him in his first days in the snow, and had
fun doing all sorts of aunt duties while my sister got a break to go to the grocery store by herself and
cook without interruption. We both thought it was a win-win situation! I am excited to say that I will
become an aunt again in late July when my sister will give me a niece! The highlight of my winter
so far has been leading a women's retreat for another church in our Presbytery. It was my first
opportunity to do something like that, and it went really well. It gave me confidence about doing
more in the future. In the summer I am gearing up to go back to Peru to help our church establish
partnerships with a Presbyterian church and seminary high up in the Andes. I was there last May
with a group from our Presbytery on an exploratory trip, and it will be the first time that I have had
the opportunity to return to a place that I have previously visited on another mission trip. I look
forward to the relationships that our church will build with the people there. I hope that you all are
well. I think of you and pray for you often.
Richest blessings, Christa Brewer

christa.brewer@alum.ptsem.edu

(Intern 2004 - 2005)
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Happy Easter Groomsport!
The Nix family has been trying to survive a long cold winter. We received a record amount of snow this year,
and several snow days (where school and work is canceled). On top of that, we now have a running, climbing,
energetic toddler who hates to be stuck inside the house! Several times she has put on her coat and boots and
stood by the door asking to go outside. Elizabeth is growing up to be a very … let's say passionate child. Even
with this new stage of development (and challenges), she is a blessing and we love her dearly.
My school work for my doctorate of ministry is going very well. A lot of reading, but I love the material. This
program is one of the best things I have ever done, it is really shaping, encouraging, convicting, and
challenging me to be a better minister.
I hope you enjoy our latest family photo. My parents, grandma and grandpa, decided to bless the family with a
trip to Disney World this winter. The only thing better than Disney World is
Disney World on the grandpa plan - which means everything is free! Elizabeth
had a great time. She LOVED the princesses, and actually rode a few of the
rides. Mostly she just liked running around and having grandma always there.
In other fun news, our family is celebrating two weddings this year! I will be
officiating at my brother's wedding this November, and then I will be the matron
of honor for my sister's wedding next May. We absolutely love our future brother
and sister in law. They are wonderfully fun people and our family is so excited to
welcome them into the crazy mix. Elizabeth already feels very comfortable with
both of them (and I think they both love becoming an aunt and uncle!)
We miss you all and we send our love (even if it is covered in Michigan snow right now).
Katie Cooper: pastorkatie@fcctsjoseph.org (Intern 2008—2009)
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Hello to all,
Time sure does fly! I can't believe it is already March! Quite a bit has happened since I left
you all at the end of July. Before I headed back to the States, I went to London and York,
and spent a week at the Taizé monastic community in France. Then I headed home to
Portland, Oregon. Once there, I continued searching for a new church placement. Finally, at
the end of October, I was extended a call to serve as the Associate Pastor for Youth and
Young Adults at the Kirk of Kildaire Presbyterian Church in Cary, North Carolina. I
accepted the call, packed up all my things, shipped my car cross country and started work on
November 18th. Since then is has been a whirlwind. The youth group is large with around
40-50 kids, which keeps me nice and busy. The young adult program is in the early stages,
but is slowly growing.
I think of you all quite often and I am continually discovering how my time at Groomsport
has shaped me and my ministry. North Carolina is considered one of the Southern states and
is often sunny, with usually mild winters. I work with three other pastors and three office
staff and they love to tease me that, thanks to my time in N.I., I am happiest when it
rains. (There might be some truth in that.)
Blessings to you all in this Lenten season,
Amanda (Intern 2012-2013)
104 Watertree Lane, Apex, NC, 27502 USA - agolbek21@gmail.com
~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~
Dear Groomsport Presbyterian Family,
I hope you all are doing well! Life here in Baltimore is a wonderful whirlwind of
activity. Dickey Memorial decided last Fall to partner with our local elementary/middle
school. They asked us to start an afterafter-school program for their 10 and 11 yearyear-old girls,
which generated a lot of excitement in our congregation. Much energy goes into creating
a fun program that revolves around the arts (a subject largely cut from innerinner-city
schools in Baltimore) and leadership development. We've really enjoyed the relationships
that we've been developing with the girls and it has taught us a lot about what the
economic disparity that plagues our city looks like in our neighborhood.
We're also going through a wonderful program that is helping us
assess "who we are" and "what we want to be when we grow up" as
a congregation It has sparked some really incredible
conversation, and the small group discussions are allowing
people to get to know one another more deeply.
I am doing very well here - and I'm surprised to find myself
thinking that I might like Baltimore just as much as my home
city of Philadelphia! I've made a lot of wonderful friends here
and we are looking forward to a break in the winter weather (it
snowed three times in March!) so that we can go out and explore
some of the state parks. I'm also looking ahead to the coming
years to try to do some traveling abroad - perhaps to Northern
Ireland! I miss you all very much and so appreciate hearing from you from time to time!
Blessings, Jennifer (Intern 20102010-2011), Jbarchi@gmail.com
www.groomsportpc.com
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FORTHCOMING SERVICES
Friday 18th April

8.00pm

Good Friday Communion Service

Sunday 20th April

6.15am

Sunrise Service (meeting at the Halls)

11.30am

Easter Sunday Service
No Evening Worship

Sunday 25th May

11.30am

Service led by visiting American Choir

Sunday 1st June

11.30am

Children’s Day

DATE FOR YOUR DIARY

Tuesday 29th April

Friendship Lunch
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