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Christmas Shoebox appeal
Please don’t forget the
Children’s Christmas Shoe Boxes.
They need to be returned to the church
no later than Sunday, 30th October.

“We seek to be a welcoming community of God’s people.
We believe our mission is to hear and share His Word and
to reflect God’s unconditional love - as we proclaim
and celebrate the good news of Jesus Christ
and strive to be a welcoming, serving and reconciling community.”
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Message from the Minister
suffering that many are experiencing,
I always feel that even a modicum
appreciation of history can help us to put
things into perspective.
For most of the last 2000 years, the life
expectancy in different societies was
anywhere from 20 to 30 or 35 years. So
most of us would be in ‘extra time’ by now.

No doubt 2022 will be remembered for
many things, including the passing of
Queen Elizabeth II and the accession
to the throne of King Charles III.
I am writing this between the passing
of our beloved Queen and her burial on
19th September, and certainly, by the
time you read this, events will have very
much moved on in so many respects.
Because of the pandemic, 2021 was a
harsh year and, for most, if not for the vast
majority of people in the world, 2022 has
been worse. The ongoing pandemic, the
climate emergency, the struggles between
democracy and authoritarianism, and the
humanitarian crises in different parts
of our world have affected all our lives.
Life has been tough for many, and even
tougher for some, with thousands in
the UK dying each year because of fuel
poverty. This is the sad reality of 2022.
However, without in any way wanting to
appear unsympathetic or to deny the real

The change in the last 70 years with regard
to infant mortality is almost overwhelming in the positive change that has come
about.
Historical experts estimate that for 2000
years, and more, sadly 25% of children
died before the age of 12 months and 50%
of all children died before reaching their
teenage years.
Largely unseen and rarely reported, the
death of any child in any part of the world
is a daily tragedy of immense proportions
but what a change we have experienced
even in recent decades with global child
mortality falling to less that 4.6% and in
the UK in 2018 it was 0.01% (aged 1 to 9).
Considering life expectancy and child
mortality highlights how much the world
has changed, and frankly, for the better.
And so, whilst not closing our eyes to the
realities that are around us, there still
is much for which we can and should be
thanking God.

The season of harvest is one time,
amongst others, that we can especially
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praise and thank God. We can focus on
his goodness to us and in doing this also
remember others less well off. And so,
as well as the two services on Sunday 9th
October (11 am & 7 pm) to thank God for
the harvest, we can also bring gifts with
which to decorate the church which will
be passed on to others and, importantly,
in addition, we can bring food gifts which
will be passed on to Storehouse to help
others at this time of great need.

Christ, and that together as his people
we can give him our praise and thanks.
“The unfailing love of the LORD never
ends! By his mercies we have been kept
from complete destruction. Great is his
faithfulness; his mercies begin afresh each
day.” (The Bible – Lamentations 3:22,23)

Let us continue to hope in the Lord.
Yours in Christ

Whatever your present circumstances my
prayer is that you will know the sustaining
grace and mercy of our God, in Jesus

Congregational Record
Deaths

Mr George Crawford, District 3, 30th March 22
Mrs Helen Lorimer, District 15, 8th May 22
Mrs Rosemary Orr, District 15, 29th May 22
Mr Wesley Stewart, District 12, 17th June 22
Mr John Scott, District 17, 12th July 22
Mr John Russell, District 16, 27th August 22

“Blessed are they who die in the Lord”
Marriage

Congratulations to

Miss Holly Stephens and Mr Curtis Skipp
28th July 22

New Members

Mrs Renee Braniff, District 22
Mr Stephen & Mrs Janet Dawson, District 3
Mr John Livingstone, District 21
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Useful Contacts
Eagle Wing
The Magazine of
Groomsport Presbyterian Church
October 2022
eaglewing@groomsportpresbyterian.com

Useful Contacts
Minister
Rev Paul Dalzell
07909 896123
minister@pauldalzell.uk
Clerk of Session
Alastair McQuoid
028 9188 3695

Church Secretary
Julie McClurg
028 9146 2552
office@groomsportpresbyterian.com
Facilities Co-Ordinator
Ian McDonald
07899 718089
Editor
Amanda McWhinney
07841 650173

Advertising
028 9146 2552
Circulation 1400 pa. Cost £40 pa colour
£30 B/W.

Kids Zone
Sharon Goldie
028 9146 2552

Harvest Services
2nd October
6:00 pm - We are invited to join our neighbours in Groomsport Parish Church for a
special Harvest Service which will be shared with Cockle Island Boat Club.
9th October
11:00 am - Morning Service
7:00 pm - We are joined by our good friends and neighbours,
Groomsport Parish Church for our service of Harvest Thanksgiving.
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Editorial
It is hard to believe that September is
almost over! There are often months of
planning and preparation throughout the
year for Church events and activities. There
is a fundraising concert in the church in a
couple of weeks, don’t forget to get your
tickets! We also have our Harvest Services.
We are fortunate to be able to celebrate
and share this time of year with our
neighbours, Groomsport Parish Church.
We often only give thoughts to our
farmers at this time of year, yet they are
out in the fields preparing for this season
all year round too. It must sometimes
feel thankless for them when they
are out in the rain tending to cattle or
looking after the crops. Our fishermen

brave the wild seas and then on the busy
roads, the delivery drivers ensure that
food is distributed to where it is needed.
This is a time to remember and be thankful
for everything that we have. I can speak
for myself; I often unintentionally forget
about the jobs that other people do. We
are so interested in our own lives that it is
so easy to take things for granted.
I want to take this opportunity to also give
thanks to everyone involved in getting the
clubs and activities back after the summer.
As I put together this little issue of the
Eagle Wing Magazine I am reminded of
what a wonderful and alive Church we
are.
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The Mission Committee
It has been an eventful year in many ways
both for our nation and our church here
in Groomsport. I am writing this update
after watching the Queen’s funeral on
television. This has put me in a reflective
mood. I continue to be inspired and
grateful for the Queen’s life of service
and dedication to duty. Her Christian faith
shone through in how she lived her life
setting an example to us all. In Hebrews,
we read that faith is being sure of what
we hope for and certain of what we do
not see. Yet in James, we learn that faith
alone is not enough and that we should
follow the example of Christ in his love
and concern for others particularly
the poor and vulnerable in society.
Groomsport Presbyterian
Church
has
always
reached out to those
in need both at home
and overseas. There has
been no shortage of
natural disasters in the past year as well
as man-made disasters such as the war in
Ukraine. Some of the ‘natural’ disasters
such as the drought in East Africa and
floods in Pakistan are almost certainly due
to climate change. Organisations such as
Christian Aid and Tearfund are working
hard to help communities adapt using
water conservation measures or changing
to more sustainable farming methods.

Nearer to home the International Meeting
Point continues to reach out to refugees
and asylum seekers in Belfast. Many of
these people have been displaced by
war and conflict in their own homes.
Many have lost everything and face the
challenge of trying to make a new life in
an unfamiliar world. The IMP provides
practical support and advice as well as
running English classes. In addition, they
run bible studies where visitors to the IMP
can learn about the love of God through
the gift of His son Jesus Christ.

The Mission Committee at GPC continue
to work on your behalf responding to
urgent needs as well as being mindful of
the mission of our Presbyterian church.
In the next few weeks, we will once again
be asking you to support the work of the
United Appeal which supports so many
projects and missionaries at home and
abroad. Without your generosity, these
folk would not be able to spread the
word of the Gospel around the world.
We will be making this appeal in the
run-up to our harvest services. Later this
year we will also ask for your support
for the World Development Appeal. This
money goes to our partner organisation
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Christian Aid which works tirelessly to
support vulnerable communities helping
them to help themselves. These are
development
projects
which
will bring longterm benefits to
communities living
on the edge.
At the end of this article, we have listed the
donations that Groomsport Presbyterian
Church has made in the past year.

The
mission
committee
very
much appreciate the support and
encouragement of the Kirk Session and
wider congregation. Please continue to
contribute generously through the Mission
Fund Envelopes so that we can continue
to reach out in faith and love. Also please
keep the work of the mission committee
and aid agencies in your prayers. Thank
you.

Dr Michael Steele,

Chair of GPC Mission Committee

Mission Fund Donations 2022
Afghanistan (Christian Aid)
IMP for toiletries
Ukraine (Red Cross)
Ukraine (Hungarian Reform Church)
Ukraine (Moderators Appeal)
Total for Ukraine
Leprosy Mission
Open Doors
Hope Christian Trust (Coffee Morning)
Knysna
East Africa (Christian Aid)
East Africa (Tear Fund)
Total East Africa Famine Relief
Pakistan Flood Relief

Donations Made
£
£

2,000
2,000
8,500

1,500
1,500

Total to date in 2022
Future Committements
PCI United Appeal
PCI World Development Appeal

Members Contribution
£
5,000
520
1,200

12,500
3,500
2,000
670
500

7,500
1,900
800
670
500

3,000
3,000

1,350
1,050

31,370

14,290

9,864
6,000
47,234
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Amsterdam - Church,Culture and Tulips
By our Pastoral Assistant Rev Denis Campbell

I was invited to spend two months this
spring as locum minister of the vacant
English Reformed Church (ERC) in
Amsterdam. Hilary and I were especially
thrilled to be returning there. We were
very impressed by the church and the
city when I served briefly during their
last vacancy in 2014. An added joy was
that this would be our first trip abroad
since the pandemic. We arrived in late
April to find the city bustling. Face
masks and social distancing had been
mostly abandoned. The Netherlands
was stretching into wakefulness after a
sad period of restrictions and caution.
We were quick to settle down in the
city of canals, cheeses, and cyclists. The
canals are picturesque with boats always
passing at a leisurely pace. The cheeses
are wonderful and what a variety! Forget
Cheddar! The bicycles come at you from
all directions and we had several near
misses to shake our nerves!

CHURCH LIFE – A RESURRECTION
The English Reformed Church dates
from 1607 when a group of English and
Scottish exiles from persecution at home
petitioned the city council for a place of
worship. They were given the medieval
church in the Begijnhof, a secluded garden
courtyard deep within the old city. When
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the Dutch Stadtholder, William of Orange,
became King of England in 1688, he made
a gift of a brass lectern to the English
church in Amsterdam. The lectern bears
the Dutch lion and the intertwined initials
WM (William and Mary). As an Ulsterman,
I am proud to boast that I have preached
from King Billy’s pulpit!

there are many Dutch members including
the present ‘Scriba’ (Dutch for Clerk of
Session). All of them are proud to be part
of the Church of Scotland and cherish
their ties with the home church. We were
much impressed by the age profile of
the congregation. There are young and
youngish people in leadership. On my
first Sunday, a young woman of about
thirty introduced herself as the youngest
elder. She is a politician, who represents
the Green Party on the city council.
As the pandemic retreated, the church
came alive. I found myself quite busy.
Apart from Sunday worship with much
chat at coffee afterwards, I led a Bible
Study group, attended choir practices and
coffee mornings, chaired the Consistory
(their word for Kirk Session), prepared a
young man for baptism and did pastoral
visits. I was most impressed by the high
quality of Dutch care homes.
CULTURAL LIFE – VERY MUCH ALIVE
The Dutch love a party.

From very early in its existence ERC
has had Scottish ministers and is now a
congregation of the Church of Scotland. In
2007 ERC celebrated its 400th anniversary
with a visit by two Queens, our late Queen
and her cousin, Queen Beatrice of the
Netherlands. The congregation today
is very diverse because it provides an
English language service in the centre of a
major city. There are English, Scots, Irish,
Americans, Canadians, Africans, Asians
and many other nationalities alongside
the tourists who visit regularly. Since
Dutch people speak excellent English,

April 27th was ‘Koningsdag,’ the King’s
birthday, a grand excuse for a massive
street party. Everyone goes out on the
streets dressed in something orange, the
national colour. They wear orange caps,
orange coats, orange scarves, etc. There
are pop-up flea markets everywhere
selling refreshments and cheap souvenirs.
All kinds of music is booming away. The
many canals are full of boats with a party
happening on every one. We noted that,
although there was drinking, there was no
rowdiness. The Dutch are good at enjoying
alcohol responsibly. Hilary and I went for a
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long walk through the old city, pausing on
the many bridges over the canals to view
the festivities.

The Dutch love art.
The manse is located next to the
Museumplein, boasting two of Europe’s
finest galleries. The Rijksmuseum contains
a wealth of art, especially from the Dutch
golden age of Vermeer, Rembrandt,
Frans Hals and many others. The gem of
the collection is Rembrandt’s enormous
canvas, ‘The Night Watch’ (painted in
1642) showing a group of very active
militia men setting out on patrol. They are
so alive that they seem to march off the
canvas before your very eyes!

The Dutch love music.
ERC has a superb robed choir. Many of the
singers are near to professional standard
and they are well coached by the musical
director, Richard Zook, an American with a
big heart. The choir sing an anthem twice a
month. They invited me to sing along with
them at practices, but I stayed in the front
pew listening. They are way out of my
league! On the other Sundays, between
the two scripture lessons, there is a
moment called ‘Music in Worship,’ when
someone plays a classical piece on the
grand piano or a guest singer or violinist
performs music to aid contemplation. or a
guest singer or violinist performs music to
aid contemplation.

Also on the Museumplein is the Van Gogh
Museum with a huge collection of the
great artist’s work. In June there was a
special exhibition showing how Vincent
was fascinated by the olive groves near
Arles in the south of France and displaying
his many paintings of olive trees lit
by the bright sunlight of that region.

The manse is right next door to one of
Europe’s most magnificent concert halls,
the Concertgebouw. The best musicians
and the top orchestras perform there
regularly. Due to Covid, Hilary and I had
attended no musical events for over two
years. Now we were spoiled for choice.
When church duties allowed, we went next
door to hear music by Mozart, Beethoven,
Bach and Rossini.

The Dutch remember being occupied by
the Nazis in World War II.
One of the duties of the minister of ERC is
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to conduct open-air worship at a war
memorial on a farm outside the village
of Beemster. This takes place on 4th
May, the anniversary of the liberation of
theNetherlands by the Allies. There on a
night in 1940 a Blenheim bomber fleeing
back home was shot down. One of the
crew bailed out and the other two died.
The farmer has vowed to preserve the
memorial for as long as his family own
the land. A crowd of about fifty had come
from the village including the local pastor
and his wife. A delegation from the Royal
British Legion had come from Britain with
standard bearers and the RAF Association
in the Netherlands was also represented.
We processed to the memorial marking
the site of the crash led by a piper
playing ‘The Flowers of the Forest.’ The
Last Post and Reveille were sounded by
a trumpeter. I led prayers and preached
and, during the silence, there was a
fly-past from a local airfield. It was an
honour to be part of this solemn moment.
The Dutch love nature.
The Keukenhof gardens are open only for
eight weeks of the year from mid-March
to mid-May. They boast a breathtaking
display.
Every
conceivable
colour
and shape of the tulip is to be seen.

The blooms are arranged in pleasing
patterns that dazzle the eye. In these
pleasant surroundings with lakes and
trees and gentle slopes, vast throngs of
people take in the wonder of it all.
BACK TO EARTH WITH A BUMP!
After two most enjoyable months in which
we had admired all things Dutch, Hilary
and I headed for home. However, the
famous Schiphol airport was inadequately
staffed on that day. With thousands of
other frustrated would-be passengers,
we queued for four hours, missed our
flight and arrived back at Aldergrove after
midnight hungry and without much of our
luggage. Even the Dutch are not perfect!
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1st Groomsport
Company
Anchor Boys & Junior Section
Monday Evenings, 7.00 – 8.00 pm
Walter Nelson Hall, Groomsport
Lots of fun, activities and games
for boys aged 4 to 11.
All new members are very welcome.
For further information please contact
Groomsport Presbyterian Church office by telephone on
02891462552 or by email to gportpc@googlemail.com
Further details can also be found on the internet at the
following address:
https://groomsportpresbyterian.com/boys-brigade/
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As we start a new church year, we in the PW are looking forward to our varied programme.
We meet on the second and fourth Mondays of the month at 7.30 pm (please note the
new time) in the Archie Agnew Hall and invite anyone who is interested, to join us. The
programme until Christmas is below.
10th October

Valerie Steele - Organised the royal visits to
Northern Ireland, ‘Royal Memories’.

24th October

Olive Turkingtom - ‘Give a girl the right shoe’.

14th November

Maureen Stewart - ‘Every day, a school day’.

28th November

Rachel sloan - ‘My story’.

12th December

Christmas Party with entertainment by
‘The Lilters’.

Remember, you do not have to be a member – if you would like to join us for a particular
speaker, you will be made very welcome.
In addition to our meetings, we are pleased to announce that we are having a Coffee
Morning on Saturday 19th November from 10.30 am – 12 noon in the Walter Nelson Hall.

Bowling Club

Why don’t you come and give indoor
bowling a try?
Bowling club runs
on Wednesday evenings in the
Walter Nelson Hall at 7:15 pm.
New members will be made
very welcome.
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Outreach
The Outreach Committee would like to
express their sincere thanks to all the
hosts and to those who attended the
Summer Coffee Mornings.

welcome to sign up to a group or activity,
should you want to spend the winter days
in good company and fellowship, contact
the church office for details.

At our September Saturday coffee
morning, some of our activities and
organisations co-ordinators displayed
their group to encourage new members.
You are still

All the coffee morning donations will be
given to Kids Zone for their Mission project
this year.

Roy McWhinney

Badminton Club
The Badminton Club will begin the new
season on 28th September from 10am
until 12 noon. We meet in the Walter
Nelson Hall where we enjoy some
exercise, a cup of tea or coffee, a biscuit
and of course a lot of chat.

We would be delighted to welcome new
and former members alike. No previous
experience is necessary.

Margaret McCreedy
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Kids Zone
Sunday school is now known as Kids Zone. The Kids Zone programme is planned and
prepared by a dedicated team of leaders who lead the group on a rota basis. The
programme is designed to engage the children in a wide range of age-appropriate
activities to enable them to enjoy and learn the story of faith in a fun, friendly, creative
and stimulating environment.
They meet in the Archie Agnew Hall at 10.45 am, 15 minutes before the church worship
service begins. Each week we enjoy games, art and craft activities, action songs, puzzles,
colouring activities and much more as we explore and learn the stories from the Bible.
Then we join the morning service at approximately 11.45 am for a time of child centred
worship with the whole church family.
Some photos from just before the ‘old Sunday School’ finished for the summer. The boys
and girls enjoying fun & games at Sunday School. They were pretending the bean bags
were pancakes! After they learned all about Lent the children enjoyed a well deserved
pancake brunch.
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What does the Bible Say?
Creation, land, agriculture, and farming
are themes which run through the whole
of the Bible. We have chosen three short
passages that reveal different aspects of
the way the writers of the Bible explored
and understood the relationship between
God and his creation.
As you plan your harvest celebrations,
you may want to use these passages and
reflections as the basis for a short talk at
a service or harvest supper. Or you could
use the passages and the accompanying
questions in small groups, giving your
whole church community the opportunity
to reflect together on what the Bible has
to say about harvest.
John 2:1-11: The ‘staggering generosity’ of
God The wedding at Cana may not be the
most obvious ‘harvest’ passage, but it is a
compelling picture of the staggering

generosity of God’s provision.
As a wedding host faces the humiliation
of running out of wine, Jesus intervenes;
the resulting wine is of the highest quality
and there’s plenty of it, the equivalent of
nine hundred bottles for a party that was
already part way through! Think of some
of the abundance of nature many of us
have experienced in a new way because of
COVID-19 lockdown: birdsong, a profusion
of wildflowers, butterflies and insects. The
sheer glory of creation is all around us, but
God the Creator calls us to work with him.
At Cana, Jesus performed the miracle but
he chose to work with others; the servants
had to move the jars and fill them, then
take the wine to the steward to taste.
These apparently small acts were vital. In
the same way, famers work with God in his
creation to produce our food. While not
all farmers would use this language,
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many talk of being ‘stewards of the land’,
wanting to pass it on in a better condition
than they found it. Jesus chose to depend
on the work of others, something we do
all the time; every time we eat we depend
on the farmers who produce our food.
Farmers themselves work with many
others to grow the food and get it to our
tables. We all need to eat and so we are all
dependent on this vast network of people
to feed us. But ultimately, of course, we
are all dependant on the bounty of a
Creator God. As we come to understand
that we are working with God’s good gifts
our task is imbued with a certain holiness.
The things of the earth are important to
God, so we should treat them and each
other with respect.
• How has your view of food changed in
the last months?
• Who would you like to thank today for
the food that you’ve eaten?
Psalm 104:1-15: This psalm reminds us of

the Creator God on whom we all depend.
It is a call to praise and worship God for all
that he has done.
• What do you have to praise God for?
• Have you experienced creation
differently in the last few months
Deuteronomy 26:1-11: This passage
reminds us that all food is a gift from God.
The offering of the first fruits also reminds
the people of Israel of their history and
all that God has done for them. As a
response they are instructed to make
sure that everyone gets a share, including
the widow, the orphan and the stranger.
Farmers today are often very aware of the
history of their farm and see themselves
in a line of fellow stewards wanting to
leave the land better than they found it.
• How has your perspective on food and
creation changed this year?
Source - the Resource Hub
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Get Puzzled
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Across
1 Tertullus, who presented the high priest’s case against Paul in his trial before Felix, was
one (Acts 24:1) (6)
4 As balm (anag.) (6)
8 Having explored Canaan, he and Joshua urged the Israelites to take possession of it
(Numbers 13:30) (5)
9 On becoming king of Judah, he had all six of his brothers killed (2 Chronicles 21:4) (7)
10 ‘Even the — has found a home, and the swallow a nest for herself’ (Psalm 84:3) (7)11
Banishment(Jeremiah29:1)(5)
12 ‘And now I will show you the most — way’(1Corinthians12:31) (9)
17 ‘Titus did not exploit you, did he? Did we not —— the same spirit and follow the same
course?’ (2 Corinthians 12:18) (3,2)
19 Mice den(anag.)(7)
21 How Egypt is often described in the Old Testament: ‘the land of — ’ (Exodus 13:3) (7)
22 One of the first Levites to resettle in Jerusalem after the exile in Babylon (1 Chronicles
9:15) (5)
23 ‘As a sheep before her shearers is —,so he did not open his mouth’ (Isaiah 53:7) (6)
24 Paul’s birthplace(Acts22:3)(6)

Down
1 Ravenous insect inflicted on Egypt in vast numbers as the eighth plague (Exodus 10:14)
(6)
2 Well-being (Philippians 2:20) (7)
3 Small piece of live coal or wood in a dying fire (Psalm 102:3) (5)
5 Sportsman or woman (2 Timothy 2:5) (7)
6 The original name of Abraham’s wife (Genesis 17:15) (5)
7 ‘So in Christ we who are many form one body, and each — belongs to all the others’
(Romans 12:5) (6)
9 According to Peter, a wife’s beauty should not come from wearing this (1 Peter 3:3) (9)
13 ‘For God did not send his Son into the world to — the world’ (John 3:17) (7)
14 ‘The Lord of heaven and earth...does not live in — built by hands’ (Acts 17:24) (7)
15 ‘If your hand — you to sin, cut it off’(Mark9:43)(6)
16 Something like these fell from Saul’s eyes as soon as Ananias placed his hands on him
(Acts 9:18) (6)
18 Track(Job41:30)(5)
20 Religious doctrine(5)
Answers on the next page.
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Colour In

ACROSS: 1, Lawyer. 4, Balsam. 8, Caleb. 9, Jehoram. 10, Sparrow. 11, Exile. 12, Excellent. 17, Act in. 19, Endemic. 21,
Slavery. 22, Galal. 23, Silent. 24, Tarsus. DOWN: 1, Locust. 2, Welfare. 3, Ember. 5, Athlete. 6, Sarai. 7, Member. 9,
Jewellery. 13, Condemn. 14, Temples. 15, Causes. 16, Scales. 18, Trail. 20, Dogma.
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Colour In
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Groomsport Presbyterian Church
35-37 Main Street
Groomsport
BT19 6JR
Phone: 028 9146 2552
www.groomsportpresbyterian.com
office@groomsportpresbyterian.com

