
GROOMSPORT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ORDER OF SERVICE

Sunday 29th January 2023
Conducted by Rev Dr Donald Watts

Organist:  Mr John McIlwaine
Preludes     

Welcome & Announcements – Mr Alastair McQuoid 

Introit O Lord of heaven 

Scripture Sentences 

PRAISE   155  Your hand, O God, has guided 

 1  Your hand, O God, has guided 
    Your flock, from age to age; 
    Your faithfulness is written 
    on history's every page. 
    They knew Your perfect goodness, 
    whose deeds we now record; 
    and both to this bear witness: 
    one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

2  Your heralds brought the gospel 
    to greatest as to least; 
    they summoned us to hasten 
    and share the great King's feast. 
    And this was all their teaching 
    in every deed and word; 
    to all alike proclaiming: 
    one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

3  Through many days of darkness, 
    through many scenes of strife, 
    the faithful few fought bravely 
    to guard the nation's life. 
    Their gospel of redemption -- 
    sin pardoned, hope restored -- 
    was all in this enfolded: 
    one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

4  And we, shall we be faithless? 



    Shall hearts fail, hands hang down? 
    Shall we evade the conflict 
    and throw away the crown? 
    Not so!  In God's deep counsels 
    some better thing is stored; 
    we will maintain, unflinching, 
    one Church, one Faith, one Lord. 

5  Your mercy will not fail us 
    nor leave Your work undone; 
    with Your right hand to help us, 
    the victory shall be won. 
    And then by earth and heaven 
    Your name shall be adored; 
    and this shall be their anthem: 
    one Church, one Faith, one Lord.                     
Prayer & Lord’s Prayer 

PRAISE   525  Safe in the shadow of the Lord 

1  Safe in the shadow of the Lord 
    beneath His hand and power, 
    I trust in Him, 
    I trust in Him, 
    my fortress and my tower. 

2  My hope is set on God alone 
    though Satan spreads his snare; 
    I trust in Him, 
    I trust in Him, 
    to keep me in His care. 

3  From fears and phantoms of the night, 
    from foes about my way, 
    I trust in Him, 
    I trust in Him, 
    by darkness as by day. 

4  His holy angels keep my feet 
    secure from every stone; 
    I trust in Him, 
    I trust in Him, 
    and unafraid go on. 



5  Strong in the everlasting Name, 
    and in my Father's care, 
    I trust in Him, 
    I trust in Him, 
    who hears and answers prayer. 

6  Safe in the shadow of the Lord, 
    possessed by love divine, 
    I trust in Him, 
    I trust in Him, 
    and meet His love with mine. 

Scripture Reading  Psalm 46  

Anthem Sanctus – Holy, Holy, Holy  (Schubert) 

Scripture Reading Matthew 6:24-34 

Prayer of Intercession 

PRAISE  457  Breathe on me, breath of God 

1  Breathe on me, breath of God: 
    fill me with life anew, 
    that I may love as You have loved, 
    and do as You would do. 

2  Breathe on me, breath of God, 
    until my heart is pure, 
    until my will is one with Yours 
    to do and to endure. 
3  Breathe on me, breath of God; 
    be all my heart's desire, 
    until this earthly part of me 
    glows with your heavenly fire. 

4  Breathe on me, breath of God; 
    so shall I never die, 
    but live with You the perfect life 
    of Your eternity. 
       
Sermon    Where our confidence lies 



PRAISE 125  Lord, for the years 

1  Lord, for the years Your love has kept and guided, 
    urged and inspired us, cheered us on our way, 
    sought us and saved us, pardoned and provided, 
    Lord of the years, we bring our thanks today. 

2  Lord, for that Word, the Word of life which fires us, 
    speaks to our hearts and sets our souls ablaze, 
    teaches and trains, rebukes us and inspires us, 
    Lord of the Word, receive Your people's praise. 

3  Lord, for our land in this our generation, 
    spirits oppressed by pleasure, wealth and care; 
    for young and old, for this and every nation, 
    Lord of our land, be pleased to hear our prayer. 

4  Lord, for our world; when we disown and doubt Him, 
    loveless in strength, and comfortless in pain; 
    hungry and helpless, lost indeed without Him, 
    Lord of the world, we pray that Christ may reign. 

5  Lord, for ourselves; in living power remake us, 
    self on the cross and Christ upon the throne; 
    past put behind us, for the future take us, 
    Lord of our lives, to live for Christ alone. 
(Girls and boys come in from Kidszone) 

Offering & Prayer  

Talk with the girls & boys  

Prayer 
(Children go back to parents/grandparents) 

PRAISE 642 The Church is wherever God’s people are praising 

1  The Church is wherever God's people are praising, 
    singing their thanks for joy on this day. 
    The Church is wherever disciples of Jesus 
    remember His story and walk in His way. 



2  The Church is wherever God's people are helping, 
    caring for neighbours in sickness and need. 
    The Church is wherever God's people are sharing 
    the words of the Bible in gift and in deed. 

Benediction & Choral Amen 

Postlude


