
GROOMSPORT PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
ORDER OF SERVICE

Mother’s Day – Sunday 19th March 2023
Conducted by Rev Paul Dalzell

Organist:  Mr George Hewitt
Preludes

Welcome & Announcements

Introit 75 Today Your mercy calls us (vs 1&2 Tune Penlan)

1   Today Your mercy calls us
    to wash away our sin,
    however great our trespass,
    whatever we have been;
    however long from mercy
    our hearts have turned away,
    Your blood, O Christ, can cleanse us
    and set us free today.

2   Today Your gate is open,
    and all who enter in
    shall find a father's welcome
    and pardon for their sin;
    the past shall be forgotten,
    a present joy be given,
    a future grace be promised,
    a glorious crown in heaven.

3   Today the Father calls us;
    the Holy Spirit moves;
    the Son has given His lifeblood
    for every soul He loves.
    No question will be asked us
    why we so late have come,
    or why we always wandered:
    this is our Father's home!

4   O all-embracing mercy!
    O  ever-open door!



    What shall we do without You,
    how can we ask for more?
    When all things seem against us,
    to drive us to despair,
    we know one gate is open,
    and You will hear our prayer.

Scripture Sentences

PRAISE 454   Rejoice the Lord is King!

1   Rejoice, the Lord is King!
    Your Lord and King adore:
    mortals, give thanks and sing,
    and triumph evermore:

      Lift up your heart, lift up your voice:
      rejoice!  again I say, Rejoice!

2   Jesus, the Saviour, reigns,
    the God of truth and love;
    when He had purged our stains
    He took His seat above:

3   His kingdom cannot fail,
    He rules both earth and heaven;
    the keys of death and hell
    are to our Jesus given:

4   He sits at God's right hand,
    till all His foes submit
    and bow to His command
    and fall beneath His feet:

5   Rejoice in glorious hope!
    Jesus the Judge shall come
    and take His servants up
    to their eternal home:

Prayer & Lord’s Prayer



PRAISE (104)  Guide me O thou great Jehovah (Older words)
(repeating the last three lines of the 3rd verse)

1. Guide me, O thou great Jehovah,
Pilgrim through this barren land;
I am weak, but thou art mighty;
Hold me with thy powerful hand:
Bread of heaven, Bread of heaven,
Feed me till my want is o’er,
Feed me till my want is o’er.

2. Open now the crystal fountain,
Whence the healing stream doth flow;
Let the fire and cloudy pillar
Lead me all my journey through:
Strong Deliverer, strong Deliverer,
Be thou still my strength and shield,
Be thou still my strength and shield.

3. When I tread the verge of Jordan,
Bid my anxious fears subside!
Death of death, and hell’s Destruction,
Land me safe on Canaan’s side!
Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.

Songs of praises, songs of praises,
I will ever give to thee,
I will ever give to thee.

Scripture Reading   2 Kings 4:1-7



Anthem   King of the ages

Prayer of Intercession

Scripture Reading   John 6:1-15

PRAISE 407 How deep the Father’s love for us

1   How deep the Father's love for us,
    how vast beyond all measure,
    that He should give His only Son
    to make a wretch His treasure.
    How great the pain of searing loss,
    the Father turns His face away,
    as wounds which mar the Chosen One
    bring many sons to glory.

2   Behold the Man upon a cross,
    my sin upon His shoulders;
    ashamed, I hear my mocking voice
    call out among the scoffers.
    It was my sin that held Him there,
    until it was accomplished;
    His dying breath has brought me life --
    I know that it is finished.

3   I will not boast in anything,
    no gifts, no power, no wisdom;
    but I will boast in Jesus Christ,
    His death and resurrection.
    Why should I gain from His reward?
    I cannot give an answer,
    but this I know with all my heart,
    His wounds have paid my ransom.

SERMON A mother at her wits’ end!

PRAISE 123 Like a river glorious
(Girls and boys come in from Kidszone)

1   Like a river glorious



    is God's perfect peace,
    over all victorious,
    in its bright increase:
    perfect, yet still flowing
    fuller every day;
    perfect, yet still growing
    deeper all the way.
      
     Trusting in the Father
      hearts are fully blessed,
      finding as He promised
      perfect peace and rest.

2   Hidden in the hollow
    of His mighty hand
    where no harm can follow,
    in His strength we stand:
    we may trust Him fully
    all for us to do;
    those who trust Him wholly
    find Him wholly true.

Offering & Prayer 

Talk & prayer with the girls & boys

PRAISE 87  God loves you, and I love you

      God loves you, and I love you,
      and that's the way it should be.
      God loves you, and I love you,
      and that's the way it should be.

1   You can be happy, and I can be happy,
    and that's the way it should be.
    You can be happy, and I can be happy,
    and that's the way it should be.

2   You can be very sad, I can be very sad:
    that's not the way it should be.



    You can be very sad, I can be very sad:
    that's not the way it should be, 'cos ...

3   We can love others like sisters and brothers;
    and that's the way it should be.
    We can love others like sisters and brothers;
    and that's the way it should be.

Benediction & Choral Amen

Postlude

ANNOUNCEMENTS                                                           

Kidszone Rota
TODAY & 26TH March – Fiona McCreedy and Julie Stirling
2nd & 9th April – Sharon Goldie, Audrey Thomas and Joyce Currie

Porch Duty Rota
TODAY – Ian and Anne McDonald.
26th March & 2 April – Alastair Boyle and Mary Corry

Wednesday  
The Church building is open for private prayer 10.00am – Noon. 
Gifts for Storehouse can be left 10am – Noon.
Your ongoing support with the cupboard essentials is always 
greatly appreciated. 
Prayer Time & Bible Study
The third study in this series will take place this Wednesday 
22nd March at 7.30pm in the Irwin Room. 
It’s only when you sit down and talk with someone that you start to 
discover what they are really like
What would it be like to have a conversation with Jesus? What 
would you ask him?  What might he say to you?        
We will consider a number of conversations that Jesus had with 
different people. Each conversation reveals something new about 
Jesus and these will also give Him an opportunity to speak to us. 
You will be very welcome to attend as we informally share together 
and consider God’s Word. 



Choir practice continues this Thursday at 7.30pm.

The final PW of the year will be on Monday 27th March at 7.30pm.  
Come along for friendship, fun and apple tart! 

There will be a general meeting of the Tuesday Club on Tuesday 
28th March. Members are reminded to pay their deposits for the 
September Holiday at this meeting. 
On 4th April, we will be going to Harrisons for lunch. 
Leaving 12 noon and returning at 4.30.

The Leprosy Mission: We would like to thank Mrs Joanne Briggs, 
the National Director of LMNI, who recently updated us on the 
important work of the Leprosy Mission in identifying and treating 
leprosy throughout the world. Please remember the work of the 
Leprosy Mission in your prayers. Thank you for your generosity in 
giving to the Leprosy Mission NI.  Please ensure that any cheques 
are made out to "Groomsport Presbyterian Church" and marked 
"Leprosy Mission NI" on the back.  If you Gift Aid your 
contributions, the church can claim this and will pass it on to the 
Leprosy Mission NI. (If giving cash, and you want your donation to 
be Gift Aided, please write your FWO number on the envelope). 
Thank you. 


